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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service

7 CFR Part 956

[Doc. No. AMS-SC—16-0116; SC17-956—1
IR]

Sweet Onions Grown in the Walla
Walla Valley of Southeast Washington
and Northeast Oregon; Decreased
Assessment Rate

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Interim rule with request for
comments.

SUMMARY: This rule implements a
recommendation from the Walla Walla
Sweet Onion Marketing Committee
(Committee) for a decrease in the
assessment rate established for the 2017
and subsequent fiscal periods from
$0.22 to $0.10 per 50-pound bag or
equivalent of sweet onions handled. The
Committee locally administers the
marketing order and is comprised of
producers and handlers of sweet onions
operating within the area of production
along with one public member.
Assessments upon sweet onion handlers
are used by the Committee to fund
reasonable and necessary expenses of
the program. The fiscal period begins
January 1 and ends December 31. The
assessment rate will remain in effect
indefinitely unless modified,
suspended, or terminated.

DATES: Effective February 28, 2017.
Comments received by April 28, 2017,
will be considered prior to issuance of

a final rule.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments
concerning this rule. Comments must be
sent to the Docket Clerk, Marketing
Order and Agreement Division,
Specialty Crops Program, AMS, USDA,
1400 Independence Avenue SW., STOP
0237, Washington, DC 20250-0237; Fax:

(202) 720-8938; or Internet: hitp://
www.regulations.gov. Comments should
reference the document number and the
date and page number of this issue of
the Federal Register and will be
available for public inspection in the
Office of the Docket Clerk during regular
business hours, or can be viewed at:
http://www.regulations.gov. All
comments submitted in response to this
rule will be included in the record and
will be made available to the public.
Please be advised that the identity of the
individuals or entities submitting the
comments will be made public on the
Internet at the address provided above.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Teresa Hutchinson or Gary Olson,
Northwest Marketing Field Office,
Marketing Order and Agreement
Division, Specialty Crops Program,
AMS, USDA, 1220 SW Third Ave., Suite
305, Portland, OR 97204; Telephone:
(503) 326-2724, Fax: (503) 326—7440, or
Email: Teresa.Hutchinson@
ams.usda.gov or GaryD.Olson@
ams.usda.gov.

Small businesses may request
information on complying with this
regulation by contacting Richard Lower,
Marketing Order and Agreement
Division, Specialty Crops Program,
AMS, USDA, 1400 Independence
Avenue SW., STOP 0237, Washington,
DC 20250-0237; Telephone: (202) 720—
2491, Fax: (202) 720-8938, or Email:
Richard.Lower@ams.usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This rule
is issued under Marketing Agreement
and Order No. 956, as amended (7 CFR
part 956), regulating the handling of
sweet onions grown in the Walla Walla
Valley of southeast Washington and
northeast Oregon, hereinafter referred to
as the “order.” The order is effective
under the Agricultural Marketing
Agreement Act of 1937, as amended (7
U.S.C. 601-674), hereinafter referred to
as the “Act.”

The Department of Agriculture
(USDA) is issuing this rule in
conformance with Executive Orders
12866, 13563, and 13175.

This rule has been reviewed under
Executive Order 12988, Civil Justice
Reform. Under the marketing order now
in effect, Walla Walla sweet onion
handlers are subject to assessments.
Funds to administer the order are
derived from such assessments. It is
intended that the assessment rate as
issued herein will be applicable to all

assessable sweet onions beginning
January 1, 2017, and continue until
amended, suspended, or terminated.

The Act provides that administrative
proceedings must be exhausted before
parties may file suit in court. Under
section 608c(15)(A) of the Act, any
handler subject to an order may file
with USDA a petition stating that the
order, any provision of the order, or any
obligation imposed in connection with
the order is not in accordance with law
and request a modification of the order
or to be exempted therefrom. Such
handler is afforded the opportunity for
a hearing on the petition. After the
hearing, USDA would rule on the
petition. The Act provides that the
district court of the United States in any
district in which the handler is an
inhabitant, or has his or her principal
place of business, has jurisdiction to
review USDA'’s ruling on the petition,
provided an action is filed not later than
20 days after the date of the entry of the
ruling.

This rule decreases the assessment
rate established for the Committee for
the 2017 and subsequent fiscal periods
from $0.22 to $0.10 per 50-pound bag or
equivalent of sweet onions handled.

The Walla Walla sweet onion
marketing order provides authority for
the Committee, with the approval of
USDA, to formulate an annual budget of
expenses and collect assessments from
handlers to administer the program. The
members of the Committee are
producers and handlers of Walla Walla
sweet onions, and one public member.
They are familiar with the Committee’s
needs and with the costs for goods and
services in their local area and are thus
in a position to formulate an appropriate
budget and assessment rate. The
assessment rate is formulated and
discussed in a public meeting. Thus, all
directly affected persons have an
opportunity to participate and provide
input.

For the 2008 and subsequent fiscal
periods, the Committee recommended,
and USDA approved, an assessment rate
that would continue in effect from fiscal
period to fiscal period unless modified,
suspended, or terminated by USDA
upon recommendation and information
submitted by the Committee or other
information available to USDA.

The Committee met on December 6,
2016, and unanimously recommended
2017 expenditures of $93,250 and an
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assessment rate of $0.10 per 50-pound
bag or equivalent of sweet onions. In
comparison, last year’s budgeted
expenditures were $95,250. The
assessment rate of $0.10 is $0.12 lower
than the rate currently in effect. This
action will allow the Committee to
reduce its financial reserve while still
providing adequate funding to meet
program expenses.

The major expenditures
recommended by the Committee for the
2017 fiscal period include $63,250 for
administrative expenses, $24,700 for
research and promotion, $4,000 for
travel, and $1,300 for miscellaneous/
contingency. Budgeted expenses for
these items in 2016 were $57,300,
$36,200, $1,500, and $250 respectively.

The assessment rate recommended by
the Committee was derived by
multiplying anticipated shipments of
Walla Walla sweet onions by various
assessment rates. Applying the $0.10
per 50-pound bag or equivalent
assessment rate to the Committee’s
325,000 50-pound bag or equivalent
crop estimate should provide $32,500 in
assessment income. Thus, income
derived from handler assessments and
other income ($750), plus $60,000 from
the Committee’s monetary reserve
would be adequate to cover the
recommended $93,250 budget for 2017.
Funds held in the reserve were $237,354
as of November 30, 2016. The
Committee estimates a reserve of
$177,354 at the end of 2017 fiscal period
(December 31, 2017), which would be
within the maximum permitted by the
order of approximately two fiscal
period’s operational expenses (§ 956.44).

The assessment rate established in
this rule will continue in effect
indefinitely unless modified,
suspended, or terminated by USDA
upon recommendation and information
submitted by the Committee or other
available information.

Although this assessment rate is
effective for an indefinite period, the
Committee will continue to meet prior
to or during each fiscal period to
recommend a budget of expenses and
consider recommendations for
modification of the assessment rate. The
dates and times of Committee meetings
are available from the Committee or
USDA. Committee meetings are open to
the public and interested persons may
express their views at these meetings.
USDA will evaluate Committee
recommendations and other available
information to determine whether
modification of the assessment rate is
needed. Further rulemaking will be
undertaken as necessary. The
Committee’s 2017 budget, and those for
subsequent fiscal periods, will be

reviewed and, as appropriate, approved
by USDA.

Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis

Pursuant to requirements set forth in
the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA) (5
U.S.C. 601-612), the Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS) has
considered the economic impact of this
rule on small entities. Accordingly,
AMS has prepared this initial regulatory
flexibility analysis.

The purpose of the RFA is to fit
regulatory actions to the scale of
businesses subject to such actions in
order that small businesses will not be
unduly or disproportionately burdened.
Marketing orders issued pursuant to the
Act, and the rules issued thereunder, are
unique in that they are brought about
through group action of essentially
small entities acting on their own
behalf.

There are 9 handlers of Walla Walla
sweet onions subject to regulation under
the order and approximately 30
producers in the regulated production
area. Small agricultural service firms are
defined by the Small Business
Administration (13 CFR 121.201) as
those having annual receipts of less than
$7,500,000, and small agricultural
producers are defined as those having
annual receipts of less than $750,000.

During the 2016 marketing year, the
Committee reported that approximately
304,500 50-pound bags or equivalents of
Walla Walla sweet onions were shipped
into the fresh market. Based on
information reported by USDA’s Market
News Service, the average 2016
marketing year f.o.b. shipping point
price for the Walla Walla sweet onions
was $19.55 per 50-pound equivalent.
Multiplying the $19.55 average price by
the shipment quantity of 304,500 50-
pound equivalents yields an annual
crop revenue estimate of $5,952,975.
The average annual revenue for each of
the 9 handlers is therefore calculated to
be $661,442 ($5,952,975 divided by 9),
which is considerably less than the
Small Business Administration
threshold of $7,500,000. Consequently,
all of the Walla Walla sweet onion
handlers could be classified as small
entities.

In addition, based on information
provided by the National Agricultural
Statistics Service (NASS), the average
producer price for Walla Walla sweet
onions for the 2011 through 2015
marketing years is $16.24 per 50-pound
equivalent. NASS has not released data
regarding the 2016 marketing year at
this time. Multiplying the 2011-2015
marketing year average price of $16.24
by the estimated 2017 marketing year
shipments of 325,000 50-pound

equivalents yields an annual crop
revenue estimate of $5,278,000. The
estimated average annual revenue for
each of the 30 producers is therefore
calculated to be approximately $175,933
($5,278,000 divided by 30), which is
less than the Small Business
Administration threshold of $750,000.
In view of the foregoing, the majority of
Walla Walla sweet onion producers, and
all of the Walla Walla sweet onion
handlers, may be classified as small
entities.

This rule decreases the assessment
rate established for the Committee and
collected from handlers for the 2017 and
subsequent fiscal periods from $0.22 to
$0.10 per 50-pound bag or equivalent of
sweet onions. The Committee also
unanimously recommended 2017
expenditures of $93,250. The
assessment rate of $0.10 is $0.12 lower
than the previously established
assessment rate. This action will allow
the Committee to reduce its financial
reserve while still providing adequate
funding to meet program expenses.

The quantity of assessable sweet
onions for the 2017 fiscal period is
estimated at 325,000 50-pound bags or
equivalents. Thus, the $0.10 rate should
provide $32,500 in assessment income.
Income derived from handler
assessments, along with interest, other
income, and funds from the
Committee’s authorized reserve, will be
adequate to cover budgeted expenses.

The major expenditures
recommended by the Committee for the
2017 fiscal period include $63,250 for
administrative expenses, $24,700 for
research and promotion, $4,000 for
travel, and $1,300 for miscellaneous/
contingency. Budgeted expenses for
these items in 2016 were $57,300,
$36,200, $1,500, and $250 respectively.

The Committee discussed alternatives
to this rule, including alternative
expenditure levels, but determined that
the recommended expenses were
reasonable and necessary to adequately
cover program operations. Lower
assessment rates were also considered,
but not recommended, because they
would have reduced the financial
reserve more than desired.

A review of historical information and
preliminary information pertaining to
the upcoming fiscal period indicates
that the producer price for the 2017
fiscal period could range between
$12.00 and $27.00 per 50-pound bag or
equivalent of sweet onions. Therefore,
the estimated assessment revenue for
the 2017 fiscal period as a percentage of
total producer revenue is expected to
range between 0.37 and 0.83 percent.

This action decreases the assessment
obligation imposed on handlers.
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Assessments are applied uniformly on
all handlers, and some of the costs may
be passed on to producers. However,
decreasing the assessment rate reduces
the burden on handlers, and may reduce
the burden on producers. In addition,
the Committee’s meeting was widely
publicized throughout the Walla Walla
sweet onion industry and all interested
persons were invited to attend the
meeting and participate in Committee
deliberations on all issues. Like all
Committee meetings, the December 6,
2016, meeting was a public meeting and
all entities, both large and small, were
able to express views on this issue.
Finally, interested persons are invited to
submit comments on this interim rule,
including the regulatory and
informational impacts of this action on
small businesses.

In accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35), the order’s information
collection requirements have been
previously approved by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) and
assigned OMB No. 05810178,
Vegetable and Specialty Crops. No
changes in those requirements as a
result of this action are necessary.
Should any changes become necessary,
they would be submitted to OMB for
approval.

This action imposes no additional
reporting or recordkeeping requirements
on either small or large Walla Walla
sweet onion handlers. As with all
Federal marketing order programs,
reports and forms are periodically
reviewed to reduce information
requirements and duplication by
industry and public sector agencies.

AMS is committed to complying with
the E-Government Act, to promote the
use of the internet and other
information technologies to provide
increased opportunities for citizen
access to Government information and
services, and for other purposes.

USDA has not identified any relevant
Federal rules that duplicate, overlap, or
conflict with this rule.

A small business guide on complying
with fruit, vegetable, and specialty crop
marketing agreements and orders may
be viewed at: http://www.ams.usda.gov/
rules-regulations/moa/small-businesses.
Any questions about the compliance
guide should be sent to Richard Lower
at the previously mentioned address in
the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
section.

After consideration of all relevant
material presented, including the
information and recommendation
submitted by the Committee and other
available information, it is hereby found
that this rule, as hereinafter set forth,

will tend to effectuate the declared
policy of the Act.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553, it is also
found and determined upon good cause
that it is impracticable, unnecessary,
and contrary to the public interest to
give preliminary notice prior to putting
this rule into effect, and that good cause
exists for not postponing the effective
date of this rule until 30 days after
publication in the Federal Register
because: (1) The 2017 fiscal period
begins on January 1, 2017, and the
marketing order requires that the rate of
assessment for each fiscal period apply
to all assessable sweet onions handled
during such fiscal period; (2) this action
decreases the assessment rate for
assessable sweet onions beginning with
the 2017 fiscal period; (3) handlers are
aware of this action, which was
unanimously recommended by the
Committee at a public meeting and is
similar to other assessment rate actions
issued in past years; and (4) this interim
rule provides a 60-day comment period,
and all comments timely received will
be considered prior to finalization of
this rule.

List of Subjects in 7 CFR Part 956

Marketing agreements, Onions,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, 7 CFR part 956 is amended as
follows:

PART 956—SWEET ONIONS GROWN
IN THE WALLA WALLA VALLEY OF
SOUTHEAST WASHINGTON AND
NORTHEAST OREGON

m 1. The authority citation for 7 CFR
part 956 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 601-674.

m 2. Section 956.202 is revised to read
as follows:

§956.202 Assessment rate.

On and after January 1, 2017, an
assessment rate of $0.10 per 50-pound
bag or equivalent is established for
Walla Walla sweet onions.

Dated: February 21, 2017.

Bruce Summers,

Acting Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-03714 Filed 2—24-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2016—-6896; Directorate
Identifier 2016-NM-016—-AD; Amendment
39-18805; AD 2017-04-10]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Airbus
Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: We are adopting a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for all
Airbus Model A318-111, and —-112
airplanes; Model A319-111, -112, 113,
—114, and —115 airplanes; Model A320-
211, -212 and —214 airplanes; and
Model A321-111, -112, -211, 212, and
—213 airplanes. This AD was prompted
by a report of a production quality
deficiency on the inner retainer
installed on link assemblies of the aft
engine mount, which could result in
failure of the retainer. This AD requires
an inspection for, and replacement of,
all non-conforming aft engine mount
retainers. We are issuing this AD to
address the unsafe condition on these
products.

DATES: This AD is effective April 3,
2017.

The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
of certain publications listed in this AD
as of April 3, 2017.

ADDRESSES: For Airbus service
information identified in this final rule,
contact Airbus, Airworthiness Office—
EIAS, 1 Rond Point Maurice Bellonte,
31707 Blagnac Cedex, France;
telephone: +33 5 61 93 36 96; fax: +33
5 61 93 44 51; email: account.airworth-
eas@airbus.com; Internet: http://
www.airbus.com.

For Goodrich service information
identified in this final rule, contact
Goodrich Corporation, Aerostructures,
850 Lagoon Drive, Chula Vista, CA
91910-2098; telephone: 619-691-2719;
email: jan.lewis@goodrich.com; Internet:
http://www.goodrich.com/TechPubs.

You may view this referenced service
information at the FAA, Transport
Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue
SW., Renton, WA. For information on
the availability of this material at the
FAA, call 425-227-1221. It is also
available on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2016—
6896.


http://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/moa/small-businesses
http://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/moa/small-businesses
http://www.goodrich.com/TechPubs
mailto:account.airworth-eas@airbus.com
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Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket on
the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2016—
6896; or in person at the Docket
Management Facility between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. The AD docket
contains this AD, the regulatory
evaluation, any comments received, and
other information. The street address for
the Docket Office (telephone 800-647—
5527) is Docket Management Facility,
U.S. Department of Transportation,
Docket Operations, M—30, West
Building Ground Floor, Room W12-140,
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE.,
Washington, DC 20590.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sanjay Ralhan, Aerospace Engineer,
International Branch, ANM-116,
Transport Airplane Directorate, FAA,
1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton, WA
98057-3356; telephone: 425-227-1405;
fax: 425-227-1149.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Discussion

We issued a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) to amend 14 CFR
part 39 by adding an AD that would
apply to all Airbus Model A318-111,
and —112 airplanes, Model A319-111,
—112,-113, -114, and —115 airplanes,
Model A320-211,-212 and -214
airplanes, and Model A321-111, -112,
—211, -212, and —213 airplanes. The
NPRM published in the Federal
Register on May 31, 2016 (81 FR 34287)
(“the NPRM”). The NPRM was
prompted by a report of a production
quality deficiency on the inner retainer
installed on link assemblies of the aft
engine mount, which could result in
failure of the retainer. The NPRM
proposed to require an inspection for,
and replacement of, all non-conforming
aft engine mount retainers. We are
issuing this AD to detect and correct
non-conforming retainers of the aft
engine mount. This condition could
result in the loss of the locking feature
of the nuts of the inner and outer pins;
loss of the pins will result in the aft
mount engine link no longer being
secured to the aft engine mount,
possibly resulting in damage to the
airplane.

The European Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA), which is the Technical Agent
for the Member States of the European
Union, has issued EASA Airworthiness
Directive 2016—0010R1, dated February
16, 2016 (referred to after this as the
Mandatory Continuing Airworthiness
Information, or ‘“the MCAI”’), to correct
an unsafe condition for all Airbus

Model A318-111, and —112 airplanes;
Model A319-111, -112, -113, —114, and
—115 airplanes; Model A320-211, —212,
and —214 airplanes; and Model A321-
111,-112,-211, -212, and —-213
airplanes. The MCAI states:

During in-service inspections, several aft
engine mount inner retainers, fitted on
aeroplanes equipped with CFM56-5A/5B
engines, have been found broken. The results
of the initial investigations highlighted that
two different types of surface finish had been
applied (respectively bright and dull material
finishes), and that dull finish affects the
strength of the retainer with regard to fatigue
properties of the part. The pins which attach
the engine link to the aft mount are secured
by two nuts, which do not have a self-locking
feature; this function is provided by the
retainer brackets. In case of failure of the
retainer bracket, the locking feature of the
nuts of the inner and outer pins is lost; as a
result, these nuts could subsequently become
loose.

In case of full loss of the nuts, there is the
potential to also lose the pins, in which case
the aft mount link will no longer be secured
to the aft engine mount. The same locking
feature is used for the three link assemblies
of the aft mount.

This condition, if not detected and
corrected, could lead to in-flight loss of an aft
mount link, possibly resulting in damage to
the aeroplane and/or injury to persons on the
ground.

To address this potential unsafe condition,
EASA issued AD 2013-0050 [which
corresponds to FAA AD 2014-14-06,
Amendment 39-17901 (79 FR 42655, July 23,
2014)] to require a detailed inspection (DET)
of the aft engine mount inner retainers and
the replacement of all retainers with dull
finish with retainers having a bright finish.
Since that [EASA] AD was issued, inspection
results showed that the main cause of crack
initiation remains the vibration dynamic
effect that affects both retainers, either with
“dull” or “bright” surface finishes. The non-
conforming “dull” surface’s pitting is an
aggravating factor. Consequently, EASA
issued AD 2015-0021 [which corresponds to
FAA NPRM Docket No. FAA-2015-3632;
Directorate Identifier 2015-NM—-023—-AD (80
FR 55798, September 7, 2015)], retaining the
requirements of EASA AD 2013-0050, which
was superseded, and requiring repetitive DET
of all aft engine mount inner retainers and,
depending on findings, their replacement.

Since that [EASA] AD was issued, a
production quality deficiency was identified
by Airbus and UTAS (formerly Goodrich
Aerostructures, the engine mount retainer
manufacturer) on the delivery of the inner
retainer, Part Number (P/N) 238-0252-505,
installed in the three Link assemblies of the
engine mount fitted on CFM56-5A/5B
engines. Airbus issued AOT A71N011-15
and SB A320-71-1070 providing a list of
affected parts and applicable corrective
actions.

Consequently, EASA issued AD 2016—
0010, retaining the requirements of EASA AD
2015-0021, which was superseded, and in
addition requiring the identification and
replacement of all non-conforming aft engine
mount inner retainers.

Since that [EASA] AD was issued, AOT
A71N011-15 was revised, removing errors
and reducing the list of affected parts.

For the reason described above, this
[EASA] AD is revised, adding reference to the
revised AOT, and removing [EASA] AD
appendixes, which content is included in the
referenced Airbus documentation.

This [EASA] AD is still considered to be
an interim action, pending development and
availability of a final solution.

This AD requires an inspection for,
and replacement of, all non-conforming
aft engine mount retainers. You may
examine the MCAI in the AD docket on
the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2016—
6896.

Comments

We gave the public the opportunity to
participate in developing this AD. The
following presents the comments
received on the NPRM and the FAA’s
response to each comment.

Request To Remove Part Identification
Requirement

Delta Airlines (DAL) requested that
we remove the requirement to do an
inspection to determine the part number
of each engine mount inner retainer
specified in paragraph (g) of the
proposed AD. DAL stated that Airbus
Service Bulletin A320-71-1070, dated
November 23, 2015, does not specify
identifying the part number. DAL stated
that identifying the part number has no
value in determining the affected
population of non-conforming retainers.
DAL also requested that we revise the
records review language in paragraph (g)
of the proposed AD to reference the
criteria in paragraphs (g)(1), and (g)(2),
and (g)(3) of the proposed AD instead of
referring to the part number.

We do not agree with DAL’s request
to remove the inspection required by
paragraph (g) of this AD. However, we
do agree that the inspection language
should be clarified. Paragraph (g) of this
AD, which corresponds with the MCAI,
requires doing actions in accordance
with Airbus Service Bulletin A320-71—
1070, dated November 23, 2015, which
specifies to determine if there is a non-
compliant engine mount inner retainer.
We have revised paragraph (g) of this
AD accordingly.

Request To Clarify Engine Mount
Retainer

DAL requested that we clarify in
paragraph (g) of the proposed AD which
engine mount retainer (forward or aft) is
to be inspected.

We agree to clarify. We have revised
paragraph (g) of this AD to specify the
aft engine mount inner retainer.
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Requests To Use the Airplane
Maintenance Manual (AMM)

DAL requested that we include an
option for using the AMM to
accomplish the required actions. DAL
stated that paragraph (g) of the proposed
AD specifies that the replacement must
be done in accordance with the service
information specified in paragraph
(h)(1), (h)(2), or (h)(3) of the proposed
AD. DAL recommended that operators
be allowed to take credit for the
replacement through other means such
as the AMM.

We do not agree with DAL’s request.
An AMM is a customized document that
varies for each operator and depends on
the airplane configuration. In addition,
the AMM might not include all required
compliance steps to mitigate the risk
addressed in this AD. We have not
changed this AD in this regard.
However, under the provisions of
paragraph (1) of this AD, we will
consider requests for approval of
alternative methods of compliance if
sufficient data are submitted to
substantiate that the new methods
would provide an acceptable level of
safety.

Requests To Revise Part Installation
Prohibition

DAL requested that we revise
paragraph (j) of the proposed AD to
prohibit installation of an engine mount
inner retainer in lieu of “any part.” DAL
asserted that if not changed, paragraph
() of the proposed AD will prohibit
the installation of all aft mounts
identified in table 1 of Airbus Alert
Operators Transmission (AOT)
A71N011-15, Revision 01, dated
February 1, 2016.

We agree with DAL’s request. We
have revised paragraph (j) of this AD to
prohibit installation of certain engine
mount inner retainers.

DAL requested that we revise
paragraph (j)(3) of the proposed AD,
which prohibits installation of parts
delivered through an unidentified
Purchase Order (PO) to provide more
specific information for the
identification of non-conforming aft
engine mount inner retainers. DAL
suggested that the proposed AD specify
using the original equipment
manufacturer (OEM) new part release
certificate as a mean of verifying
conformity for each aft engine mount
inner retainer. DAL explained that it is
suggesting this action because non-
conforming field parts could be sold on
the surplus market prior to the release
of the AD under a non-OEM purchase
order number.

We do not agree with DAL’s request
to revise paragraph (j)(3) of the proposed
AD. We have determined that paragraph
(j)(3) of this AD clearly prohibits
installation of parts delivered through
an unidentified PO and corresponds
with the MCAI. We are unaware of any
non-conforming parts delivered through
an unidentified PO that have been sold
on the surplus market. However, if those
parts exist, then they are prohibited
from installation as of the effective date
of this AD. We have not changed this
AD in this regard.

Conclusion

We reviewed the relevant data,
considered the comments received, and
determined that air safety and the
public interest require adopting this AD
with the changes described previously
and minor editorial changes. We have
determined that these minor changes:

ESTIMATED COSTS

e Are consistent with the intent that
was proposed in the NPRM for
correcting the unsafe condition; and

¢ Do not add any additional burden
upon the public than was already
proposed in the NPRM.

We also determined that these
changes will not increase the economic
burden on any operator or increase the
scope of this AD.

Related Service Information Under 1
CFR Part 51

We reviewed the following service
information. This service information
describes procedures for replacement of
all non-conforming aft engine mount
retainers.

e Airbus Service Bulletin A320-71—
1070, dated November 23, 2015. This
document also describes procedures for
an inspection for non-conforming aft
engine mount retainers.

e Airbus Alert Operators
Transmission (AOT) A71N011-15,
Revision 01, dated February 1, 2016.
This document also contains the
affected purchase order numbers used
in identifying the affected parts.

e Goodrich Service Bulletin
RA32071-165, dated October 9, 2015.
This document also contains the
affected part numbers.

This service information is reasonably
available because the interested parties
have access to it through their normal
course of business or by the means
identified in the ADDRESSES section.

Costs of Compliance

We estimate that this AD affects 959
airplanes of U.S. registry.

We estimate the following costs to
comply with this AD:

Action Labor cost Parts cost Cost per product Cost or;tgg. oper-
Inspection ........ccccceeeenenne Up to 4 work-hours x $85 per hour = $340 ........... $0 | Up 10 $340 ..coovvieinee Up to $326,060.

We estimate the following costs to do
any necessary replacements that would

be required based on the results of the
inspection. We have no way of

ON-CONDITION COSTS

determining the number of aircraft that
might need these replacements:

Action

Labor cost

Parts cost Cost per product

Replacement

Up to 36 work-hours x $85 per hour = $3,060

$10,000 | Up to $13,060.

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,

section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. “Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs,” describes in more

detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

We are issuing this rulemaking under
the authority described in “Subtitle VII,
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Part A, Subpart III, Section 44701:
General requirements.” Under that
section, Congress charges the FAA with
promoting safe flight of civil aircraft in
air commerce by prescribing regulations
for practices, methods, and procedures
the Administrator finds necessary for
safety in air commerce. This regulation
is within the scope of that authority
because it addresses an unsafe condition
that is likely to exist or develop on
products identified in this rulemaking
action.
Regulatory Findings

We determined that this AD will not
have federalism implications under
Executive Order 13132. This AD will
not have a substantial direct effect on
the States, on the relationship between
the national government and the States,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this AD:

1. Is not a “significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866;

2. Is not a “significant rule” under the
DOT Regulatory Policies and Procedures
(44 FR 11034, February 26, 1979);

3. Will not affect intrastate aviation in
Alaska; and

4. Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as
follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding
the following new airworthiness
directive (AD):

2017-04-10 Airbus: Amendment 39-18805.
Docket No. FAA-2016—6896; Directorate
Identifier 2016-NM-016—AD.

(a) Effective Date

This AD is effective April 3, 2017.

(b) Affected ADs
None.

(c) Applicability

This AD applies to the Airbus airplanes
identified in paragraphs (c)(1) through (c)(4)
of this AD, certificated in any category, all
manufacturer serial numbers.

(1) Airbus Model A318-111 and —112
airplanes.

(2) Airbus Model A319-111, -112, —113,
—114, and —115 airplanes.

(3) Airbus Model A320-211, -212, and
—214 airplanes.

(4) Airbus Model A321-111, 112, =211,
—212, and —213 airplanes.

(d) Subject

Air Transport Association (ATA) of
America Code 71, Powerplant.

(e) Reason

This AD was prompted by a report of a
production quality deficiency on the inner
retainer installed on link assemblies of the aft
engine mount, which could result in failure
of the retainer. We are issuing this AD to
detect and correct non-conforming retainers
of the aft engine mount. This condition could
result in loss of the locking feature of the
nuts of the inner and outer pins; loss of the
pins will result in the aft mount engine link
no longer being secured to the aft engine
mount, possibly resulting in damage to the
airplane.

() Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Inspection and Replacement

Within 2 months after the effective date of
this AD, do an inspection to determine if any
non-compliant aft engine mount inner
retainer is installed; and within 2 months
after the effective date of this AD, replace
each part that meets any of the criteria
specified in paragraph (g)(1), (g)(2), or (g)(3)
of this AD. Do the inspection in accordance
with the service information specified in
paragraph (h)(1) of this AD. Do the
replacement in accordance with the service
information specified in paragraph (h)(1),
(h)(2), or (h)(3) of this AD. A review of
airplane maintenance records is acceptable in
lieu of the inspection required by this
paragraph, if it can be conclusively
determined that there are no non-compliant
aft engine mount inner retainers installed on
the airplane.

(1) An aft engine mount inner retainer from
an aft engine mount having a serial number
listed in table 1 of Airbus Alert Operators
Transmission (AOT) A71N011-15, Rev 01,
dated February 1, 2016.

(2) An aft engine mount inner retainer
installed on an airplane between the first
flight of the airplane or March 1, 2015
(whichever occurs later), and the effective
date of this AD, and that can be identified by
a purchase order (PO) listed in table 2 of
Airbus AOT A71N011-15, Rev 01, dated
February 1, 2016.

(3) An aft engine mount inner retainer
installed on an airplane between the first
flight of the airplane or March 1, 2015
(whichever occurs later), and the effective
date of this AD, and that cannot be identified
by a PO.

(h) Service Information for Actions Required
by Paragraph (g) of This AD

Accomplish the replacement required by
paragraph (g) of this AD in accordance with
the service information specified in
paragraph (h)(1), (h)(2), or (h)(3) of this AD.

(1) The Accomplishment Instructions of
Airbus Service Bulletin A320-71-1070,
dated November 23, 2015.

(2) Paragraph 4.2.2, “Requirements,” of
Airbus AOT A71N011-15, Revision 01, dated
February 1, 2016.

(3) The Accomplishment Instructions of
Goodrich Service Bulletin RA32071-165,
dated October 9, 2015.

(i) Credit for Previous Actions

This paragraph provides credit for the
applicable actions required by paragraph (g)
of this AD, if those actions were performed
before the effective date of this AD using
Airbus AOT A71N011-15, Revision 01, dated
February 1, 2016.

(j) Parts Installation Prohibition

As of the effective date of this AD, no
person may install an aft engine mount
retainer that meets any of the criteria
specified in paragraph (j)(1), (j)(2), or (j)(3) of
this AD on any airplane.

(1) A part from the aft engine mount having
a serial number listed in table 1 of Airbus
AOT A71N011-15, Rev 01, dated February 1,
2016.

(2) A part delivered through a PO listed in
table 2 of Airbus AOT A71N011-15, Rev 01,
dated February 1, 2016.

(3) A part delivered through an
unidentified PO.

(k) Special Flight Permits

Special flight permits, as described in
Section 21.197 and Section 21.199 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 21.197
and 21.199), are not allowed.

(1) Other FAA AD Provisions

The following provisions also apply to this
AD:

(1) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs): The Manager, International
Branch, ANM-116, Transport Airplane
Directorate, FAA, has the authority to
approve AMOC:s for this AD, if requested
using the procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19.
In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, send your
request to your principal inspector or local
Flight Standards District Office, as
appropriate. If sending information directly
to the International Branch, send it to ATTN:
Sanjay Ralhan, Aerospace Engineer,
International Branch, ANM—-116, Transport
Airplane Directorate, FAA, 1601 Lind
Avenue SW., Renton, WA 98057-3356;
telephone: 425-227-1405; fax: 425-227—
1149. Information may be emailed to: 9-
ANM-116-AMOC-REQUESTS@faa.gov.
Before using any approved AMOGC, notify
your appropriate principal inspector, or
lacking a principal inspector, the manager of
the local flight standards district office/
certificate holding district office. The AMOC
approval letter must specifically reference
this AD.

(2) Contacting the Manufacturer: For any
requirement in this AD to obtain corrective
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actions from a manufacturer, the action must
be accomplished using a method approved
by the Manager, International Branch, ANM—
116, Transport Airplane Directorate, FAA; or
the European Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA); or Airbus’s EASA Design
Organization Approval (DOA). If approved by
the DOA, the approval must include the
DOA-authorized signature.

(3) Required for Compliance (RC): If any
service information contains procedures or
tests that are identified as RC, those
procedures and tests must be done to comply
with this AD; any procedures or tests that are
not identified as RC are recommended. Those
procedures and tests that are not identified
as RC may be deviated from using accepted
methods in accordance with the operator’s
maintenance or inspection program without
obtaining approval of an AMOGC, provided
the procedures and tests identified as RC can
be done and the airplane can be put back in
an airworthy condition. Any substitutions or
changes to procedures or tests identified as
RC require approval of an AMOC.

(m) Related Information

(1) Refer to Mandatory Continuing
Airworthiness Information (MCAI) EASA AD
2016—0010R1, dated February 16, 2016, for
related information. This MCAI may be
found in the AD docket on the Internet at
http://www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA—2016-6896.

(2) Service information identified in this
AD that is not incorporated by reference is
available at the addresses specified in
paragraphs (n)(3) and (n)(5) of this AD.

(n) Material Incorporated by Reference

(1) The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
(IBR) of the service information listed in this
paragraph under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51.

(2) You must use this service information
as applicable to do the actions required by
this AD, unless this AD specifies otherwise.

(i) Airbus Service Bulletin A320-71-1070,
dated November 23, 2015.

(ii) Airbus Alert Operators Transmission
(AOT) A71N011-15, Revision 01, dated
February 1, 2016.

(iii) Goodrich Service Bulletin RA32071—
165, dated October 9, 2015.

(3) For Airbus service information
identified in this AD, contact Airbus,
Airworthiness Office—EIAS, 1 Rond Point
Maurice Bellonte, 31707 Blagnac Cedex,
France; telephone: +33 5 61 93 36 96; fax:
+33 5 61 93 44 51; email: account.airworth-
eas@airbus.com; Internet: http://
www.airbus.com.

(4) For Goodrich service information
identified in this AD, contact Goodrich
Corporation, Aerostructures, 850 Lagoon
Drive, Chula Vista, CA 91910-2098;
telephone: 619-691-2719; email: jan.lewis@
goodrich.com; Internet: http://
www.goodrich.com/TechPubs.

(5) You may view this service information
at the FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate,
1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton, WA. For
information on the availability of this
material at the FAA, call 425-227-1221.

(6) You may view this service information
that is incorporated by reference at the

National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at NARA, call
202-741-6030, or go to: http://
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-
locations.html.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on February
7,2017.
Michael Kaszycki,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-03267 Filed 2—24-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2016-9053; Directorate
Identifier 2016—NM-075-AD; Amendment
39-18808; AD 2017-04-13]

RIN 2120-AA64
Airworthiness Directives; The Boeing
Company Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: We are adopting a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for all The
Boeing Company Model 747—-8 and 747—
8F series airplanes. This AD was
prompted by reports of damaged vapor
seals, block seals, and heat shield seals
on the outboard pylons between the
engine strut and aft fairing. This AD
requires repetitive inspections for heat
damage of the vapor seals between the
engine strut and aft fairing, and
replacement of the seals with new seals
if necessary. We are issuing this AD to
address the unsafe condition on these
products.

DATES: This AD is effective April 3,
2017.

The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
of a certain publication listed in this AD
as of April 3, 2017.

ADDRESSES: For service information
identified in this final rule, contact
Boeing Commercial Airplanes,
Attention: Contractual & Data Services
(C&DS), 2600 Westminster Blvd., MC
110-SK57, Seal Beach, CA 90740;
telephone 562—-797-1717; Internet
https://www.myboeingfleet.com. You
may view this referenced service
information at the FAA, Transport
Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue
SW., Renton, WA. For information on
the availability of this material at the
FAA, call 425-227-1221. It is also
available on the Internet at http://

www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2016—
9053.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket on
the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2016—
9053; or in person at the Docket
Management Facility between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. The AD docket
contains this AD, the regulatory
evaluation, any comments received, and
other information. The address for the
Docket Office (phone: 800-647-5527) is
Docket Management Facility, U.S.
Department of Transportation, Docket
Operations, M—30, West Building
Ground Floor, Room W12-140, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington,
DC 20590.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tung Tran, Aerospace Engineer,
Propulsion Branch, ANM-140S, FAA,
Seattle Aircraft Certification Office
(ACO), 1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton,
WA 98057-3356; phone: 425-917-6505;
fax: 425-917-6590; email: tung.tran@
faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Discussion

We issued a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) to amend 14 CFR
part 39 by adding an AD that would
apply to all The Boeing Company Model
747-8 and 747-8F series airplanes. The
NPRM published in the Federal
Register on August 30, 2016 (81 FR
59544). The NPRM was prompted by
reports of damaged vapor seals, block
seals, and heat shield seals on the
outboard pylons between the engine
strut and aft fairing. The NPRM
proposed to require repetitive
inspections for heat damage of the vapor
seals between the engine strut and aft
fairing, and replacement of the seals
with new seals if necessary. We are
issuing this AD to detect and correct
heat damage to the vapor seals between
the engine strut and aft fairing. Such
damage could allow flammable fluid
leakage out of the aft fairing, which
could result in an uncontrolled fire in
the engine strut.

Comments

We gave the public the opportunity to
participate in developing this AD. The
following presents the comment
received on the NPRM and the FAA’s
response to the comment.


http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-locations.html
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http://www.goodrich.com/TechPubs
mailto:account.airworth-eas@airbus.com
mailto:account.airworth-eas@airbus.com
https://www.myboeingfleet.com
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
mailto:jan.lewis@goodrich.com
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Request To Clarify the Unsafe
Condition

Boeing asked that we change the
unsafe condition in the SUMMARY and
Discussion sections and in paragraph (e)
of the proposed AD from “Such damage
could allow flammable fluid leakage
into the aft fairing . . .”” to “Such
damage could allow flammable fluid
leakage out of the aft fairing . . .”
Boeing stated that the aft fairing is a
flammable leakage zone, and escaping
fluid passing the vapor seal is leaving
the aft fairing.

We agree with the commenter for the
reason provided. However, the unsafe
condition is not carried over into the
SUMMARY section of this final rule. We
have changed the unsafe condition in
the Discussion section and paragraph (e)
of this AD accordingly.

Conclusion

We reviewed the relevant data,
considered the comment received, and
determined that air safety and the
public interest require adopting this AD
with the change described previously
and minor editorial changes. We have
determined that these minor changes:

o Are consistent with the intent that
was proposed in the NPRM for
correcting the unsafe condition; and

e Do not add any additional burden
upon the public than was already
proposed in the NPRM.

We also determined that these
changes will not increase the economic
burden on any operator or increase the
scope of this AD.

ESTIMATED COSTS

Related Service Information Under 1
CFR Part 51

We reviewed Boeing Alert Service
Bulletin 747-54A2246, dated February
5, 2016. The service information
describes procedures for repetitive
inspections for heat damage of the vapor
seals between the engine strut and aft
fairing, and replacement of the seals
with new seals. This service information
is reasonably available because the
interested parties have access to it
through their normal course of business
or by the means identified in the
ADDRESSES section.

Costs of Compliance

We estimate that this AD affects 10
airplanes of U.S. registry. We estimate
the following costs to comply with this
AD:

Action

Labor cost

Parts cost

Cost per product Cost on U.S. operators

Vapor seal inspections ..
spection cycle.

4 work-hours x $85 per hour =

$340 per in- $0

$340 per inspection
cycle.

$3,400 per inspection
cycle.

We estimate the following costs to do
any necessary seal replacement that will

be required based on the results of the
vapor seal inspection. We have no way

ON-CONDITION COSTS

of determining the number of aircraft
that might need these seal replacements.

: Cost per
Action Labor cost Parts cost product
Seal replacement ..........cccocceeviieinn. 132 work-hours x $85 per hour = $11,220 .......ccocovvviiieieeiececeeeee, $0 $11,220

According to the manufacturer, some
of the costs of this AD may be covered
under warranty, thereby reducing the
cost impact on affected individuals. We
do not control warranty coverage for
affected individuals. As a result, we
have included all costs in our cost
estimate.

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs, describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

We are issuing this rulemaking under
the authority described in Subtitle VII,
Part A, Subpart III, Section 44701:
“General requirements.” Under that
section, Congress charges the FAA with
promoting safe flight of civil aircraft in
air commerce by prescribing regulations
for practices, methods, and procedures
the Administrator finds necessary for
safety in air commerce. This regulation

is within the scope of that authority
because it addresses an unsafe condition
that is likely to exist or develop on
products identified in this rulemaking
action.

Regulatory Findings

This AD will not have federalism
implications under Executive Order
13132. This AD will not have a
substantial direct effect on the States, on
the relationship between the national
government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this AD:

(1) Is not a “significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866,

(2) Is not a “significant rule” under
DOT Regulatory Policies and Procedures
(44 FR 11034, February 26, 1979),

(3) Will not affect intrastate aviation
in Alaska, and

(4) Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities

under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as
follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding

the following new airworthiness

directive (AD):

2017-04-13 The Boeing Company:
Amendment 39-18808; Docket No.
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FAA—-2016-9053; Directorate Identifier
2016—-NM-075-AD.

(a) Effective Date
This AD is effective April 3, 2017.

(b) Affected ADs
None.
(c) Applicability
This AD applies to all The Boeing

Company Model 747-8 and 747—8F series
airplanes, certificated in any category.

(d) Subject

Air Transport Association (ATA) of
America Code 54, Nacelles/pylons.

(e) Unsafe Condition

This AD was prompted by reports of
damaged vapor seals, block seals, and heat
shield seals on the outboard pylons between
the engine strut and aft fairing. We are
issuing this AD to detect and correct heat
damage to the vapor seals between the engine
strut and aft fairing. Such damage could
allow flammable fluid leakage out of the aft
fairing, which could result in an
uncontrolled fire in the engine strut.

(f) Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Repetitive Inspections

At the later of the times specified in
paragraphs (g)(1) and (g)(2) of this AD: Do a
detailed inspection for heat damage of the
vapor seals on the outboard pylons between
the strut and aft fairing of the numbers 1 and
4 engines, in accordance with Part 2 of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Boeing Alert
Service Bulletin 747-54A2246, dated
February 5, 2016. Repeat the inspection
thereafter at intervals not to exceed 1,200
flight cycles.

(1) Before the accumulation of 1,800 total
flight cycles, or within 1,800 flight cycles
after the most recent vapor seal, block seal,
and heat shield seal replacement, whichever
is later.

(2) Within 6 months after the effective date
of this AD.

(h) Replacement

If during any inspection required by
paragraph (g) of this AD any heat damage of
any vapor seal is found: Before further flight,
replace the vapor seal, heat shield seal, and
block seal with new seals, in accordance with
Part 3 of the Accomplishment Instructions of
Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 747-54A2246,
dated February 5, 2016. Repeat the
inspection required by paragraph (g) of this
AD within 1,800 flight cycles after doing the
replacement, and thereafter at intervals not to
exceed 1,200 flight cycles.

(i) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs)

(1) The Manager, Seattle Aircraft
Certification Office (ACO), FAA, has the
authority to approve AMOCs for this AD, if
requested using the procedures found in 14
CFR 39.19. In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19,
send your request to your principal inspector

or local Flight Standards District Office, as
appropriate. If sending information directly
to the manager of the ACO, send it to the
attention of the person identified in
paragraph (j) of this AD. Information may be
emailed to: 9-ANM-Seattle-ACO-AMOC-
Requests@faa.gov.

(2) Before using any approved AMOC,
notify your appropriate principal inspector,
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager
of the local flight standards district office/
certificate holding district office.

(3) An AMOC that provides an acceptable
level of safety may be used for any repair,
modification, or alteration required by this
AD if it is approved by the Boeing
Commercial Airplanes Organization
Designation Authorization (ODA) that has
been authorized by the Manager, Seattle
ACO, to make those findings. To be
approved, the repair method, modification
deviation, or alteration deviation must meet
the certification basis of the airplane, and the
approval must specifically refer to this AD.

(4) For service information that contains
steps that are labeled as Required for
Compliance (RC), the provisions of
paragraphs (i)(4)(i) and (i)(4)(ii) apply.

(i) The steps labeled as RC, including
substeps under an RC step and any figures
identified in an RC step, must be done to
comply with the AD. An AMOG is required
for any deviations to RC steps, including
substeps and identified figures.

(ii) Steps not labeled as RC may be
deviated from using accepted methods in
accordance with the operator’s maintenance
or inspection program without obtaining
approval of an AMOGC, provided the RC steps,
including substeps and identified figures, can
still be done as specified, and the airplane
can be put back in an airworthy condition.

(j) Related Information

For more information about this AD,
contact Tung Tran, Aerospace Engineer,
Propulsion Branch, ANM-140S, FAA, Seattle
ACO, 1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton, WA
98057-3356; phone: 425-917-6505; fax: 425—
917-6590; email: tung.tran@faa.gov.

(k) Material Incorporated by Reference

(1) The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
(IBR) of the service information listed in this
paragraph under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51.

(2) You must use this service information
as applicable to do the actions required by
this AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise.

(i) Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 747—
54A2246, dated February 5, 2016.

(ii) Reserved.

(3) For service information identified in
this AD, contact Boeing Commercial
Airplanes, Attention: Contractual & Data
Services (C&DS), 2600 Westminster Blvd.,
MC 110-SK57, Seal Beach, CA 90740;
telephone 562-797-1717; Internet https://
www.myboeingfleet.com.

(4) You may view this service information
at the FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate,
1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton, WA. For
information on the availability of this
material at the FAA, call 425-227-1221.

(5) You may view this service information
that is incorporated by reference at the

National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at NARA, call
202-741-6030, or go to: http://
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-
locations.html.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on February
10, 2017.
Michael Kaszycki,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-03362 Filed 2—24—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2015-3984; Directorate
Identifier 2015-NM-033-AD; Amendment
39-18803; AD 2017-04-08]

RIN 2120-AA64
Airworthiness Directives; The Boeing
Company Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: We are superseding
Airworthiness Directive (AD) 2008—13—
12 R1 for certain The Boeing Company
Model 737-100, —200, —200C, —300,
—400, and —500 series airplanes. AD
2008-13-12 R1 required various
repetitive inspections for cracking of a
certain splice of the fuselage, and other
specified and corrective actions if
necessary; and provided for an optional
preventive modification, which
terminated the repetitive inspections.
This new AD adds an inspection to
determine if the existing frame repair
meets all specified requirements; a
modification of a certain splice, which
terminates the repetitive inspections;
reduces certain inspection thresholds
and repetitive intervals; and adds post-
repair/post-modification inspections.
This AD was prompted by reports of
additional fatigue cracking of a certain
splice of the fuselage and one report of
a severed frame, due to susceptibility to
widespread fatigue damage (WFD). We
are issuing this AD to address the unsafe
condition on these products.

DATES: This AD is effective April 3,
2017.

The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
of a certain publication listed in this AD
as of April 3, 2017.

ADDRESSES: For service information
identified in this final rule, contact
Boeing Commercial Airplanes,
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Attention: Contractual & Data Services
(C&DS), 2600 Westminster Blvd., MC
110-SK57, Seal Beach, CA 90740;
telephone 562—-797—-1717; Internet
https://www.myboeingfleet.com. You
may view this referenced service
information at the FAA, Transport
Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue
SW., Renton, WA. For information on
the availability of this material at the
FAA, call 425-227-1221. It is also
available on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2015—
3984.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket on
the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2015—
3984; or in person at the Docket
Management Facility between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. The AD docket
contains this AD, the regulatory
evaluation, any comments received, and
other information. The address for the
Docket Office (phone: 800-647-5527) is
Docket Management Facility, U.S.
Department of Transportation, Docket
Operations, M—30, West Building
Ground Floor, Room W12-140, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington,
DC 20590.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Galib Abumeri, Aerospace Engineer,
Airframe Branch, ANM-120L, FAA, Los
Angeles Aircraft Certification Office
(ACO), 3960 Paramount Boulevard,
Lakewood, CA 90712-4137; phone:
562—627-5324; fax: 562—627-5210;
email: galib.abumeri@faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Discussion

We issued a supplemental notice of
proposed rulemaking (SNPRM) to
amend 14 CFR part 39 to supersede AD
2008-13-12 R1, Amendment 39-15719
(73 FR 67383, November 14, 2008) (“AD
2008-13-12 R1”’). AD 2008-13-12 R1
applied to certain The Boeing Company
Model 737-100, —200, —200C, —300,
—400, and —500 series airplanes. The
SNPRM published in the Federal
Register on November 14, 2016 (81 FR
79395). We preceded the SNPRM with
a notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM) that published in the Federal
Register on October 9, 2015 (80 FR
61133). The NPRM proposed to
continue to require the actions of AD
2008-13-12 R1. The NPRM also
proposed to add, for certain airplanes,
an inspection to determine if the
existing frame repair meets all specified
requirements, and for certain other
airplanes, a new modification of the
upper-frame-to-side-frame splice, which
would terminate the repetitive
inspections. The NPRM also proposed
to reduce certain inspection thresholds
and repetitive intervals. The NPRM was
prompted by reports of additional
fatigue cracking of the upper-frame-to-
side-frame splice of the fuselage, and
one report of a severed frame. The
SNPRM proposed to add post-repair/
post-modification inspections that were
not included in the NPRM. We are
issuing this AD to detect and correct
fatigue cracking of the upper-frame-to-
side-frame splice of the fuselage, which
could result in reduced structural
integrity of the frame and adjacent lap
joint, causing increased loading in the
fuselage skin, which will accelerate skin
crack growth and could result in
decompression of the airplane.

ESTIMATED COSTS

Comments

We gave the public the opportunity to
participate in developing this AD. We
have considered the comment received.
The commenter, Stephanie Reid, agreed
that the airplanes should be inspected.

Conclusion

We reviewed the relevant data,
considered the comment received, and
determined that air safety and the
public interest require adopting this AD
as proposed, except for minor editorial
changes. We have determined that these
minor changes:

e Are consistent with the intent that
was proposed in the SNPRM for
correcting the unsafe condition; and

¢ Do not add any additional burden
upon the public than was already
proposed in the SNPRM.

Related Service Information Under 1
CFR Part 51

We reviewed Boeing Alert Service
Bulletin 737-53A1261, Revision 1,
dated January 30, 2015. The service
information describes procedures for
various repetitive inspections for
cracking of the upper-frame-to-side-
frame splice of the fuselage, a
preventive modification to prevent
WEFD, an inspection to determine if the
existing frame repair meets all specified
requirements, and corrective actions.
This service information is reasonably
available because the interested parties
have access to it through their normal
course of business or by the means
identified in the ADDRESSES section.

Costs of Compliance

We estimate that this AD affects 391
airplanes of U.S. registry.

We estimate the following costs to
comply with this AD:

: Cost on U.S.
Action Labor cost Parts cost Cost per product operators
Retained inspections Between 18 and 38 work-hours x $85 per hour, $0 | Between $1,530 and Between $598,230 and
from AD 2008—-13-12 depending on airplane configuration = be- $3,230 per inspection $1,262,930, per in-
R1. tween $1,530 and $3,230 per inspection cycle. spection cycle.
cycle.
New inspections ............ 213 work-hours x $85 per hour, $18,105 per in- $0 | $18,105 per inspection | Up to $7,079,055, per
spection cycle. cycle inspection cycle.
New modification ........... 256 work-hours x $85 per hour = $21,760 ........ () | $21,760 ...cccvveereene. Up to $8,508,160.

1We currently have no specific cost estimates associated with the parts necessary for the modification.

We have received no definitive data
that would enable us to provide a cost
estimate for the on-condition actions

specified in this AD.

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code

specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,

Section 106, describes the authority of

the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII,

Aviation Programs, describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s

authority.

We are issuing this rulemaking under
the authority described in Subtitle VII,
Part A, Subpart III, Section 44701,
“General requirements.” Under that
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section, Congress charges the FAA with
promoting safe flight of civil aircraft in
air commerce by prescribing regulations
for practices, methods, and procedures
the Administrator finds necessary for
safety in air commerce. This regulation
is within the scope of that authority
because it addresses an unsafe condition
that is likely to exist or develop on
products identified in this rulemaking
action.

Regulatory Findings

We have determined that this AD will
not have federalism implications under
Executive Order 13132. This AD will
not have a substantial direct effect on
the States, on the relationship between
the national government and the States,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this AD:

(1) Is not a ““significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866,

(2) Is not a “significant rule”” under
DOT Regulatory Policies and Procedures
(44 FR 11034, February 26, 1979),

(3) Will not affect intrastate aviation
in Alaska, and

(4) Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as
follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by
removing Airworthiness Directive (AD)
2008-13-12 R1, Amendment 39-15719
(73 FR 67383, November 14, 2008), and
adding the following new AD:

2017-04-08 The Boeing Company:
Amendment 39-18803; Docket No.
FAA-2015-3984; Directorate Identifier
2015-NM-033-AD.

(a) Effective Date
This AD is effective April 3, 2017.

(b) Affected ADs

This AD replaces AD 2008-13—-12 R1,
Amendment 39-15719 (73 FR 67383,
November 14, 2008) (“‘AD 2008-13-12 R1”).
(c) Applicability

(1) This AD applies to The Boeing
Company Model 737-100, —200, —200C,
—300, —400, and —500 series airplanes,
certificated in any category, as identified in
Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 737-53A1261,
Revision 1, dated January 30, 2015.

(2) Installation of Supplemental Type
Certificate (STC) ST01219SE (http://
rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory and_Guidance_
Library/rgstc.nsf/0/BE866B732F6CF31086257
B970069279670OpenDocument&Highlight=
st01219se) does not affect the ability to
accomplish the actions required by this AD.
Therefore, for airplanes on which STC
ST01219SE is installed, a ”change in
product” alternative method of compliance
(AMOC) approval request is not necessary to
comply with the requirements of 14 CFR
39.17.

(d) Subject

Air Transport Association (ATA) of
America Code 53, Fuselage.

(e) Unsafe Condition

This AD was prompted by reports of
additional fatigue cracking of the upper-
frame-to-side-frame splice of the fuselage,
and one report of a severed frame due to
susceptibility to widespread fatigue damage
(WFD). We are issuing this AD to detect and
correct fatigue cracking of the upper-frame-
to-side-frame splice of the fuselage, which
could result in reduced structural integrity of
the frame and adjacent lap joint, causing
increased loading in the fuselage skin, which
will accelerate skin crack growth and could
result in decompression of the airplane.

() Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Repetitive Inspections and Corrective
Actions for Certain Airplanes

(1) For Groups 1 through 3, Configurations
1, 3, 4, and 5 airplanes; Group 7,
Configurations 1, 3, 4, and 5 airplanes;
Groups 4 through 6, Configurations 1, 3, 4,
and 6 airplanes; and Groups 8 through 11,
Configurations 1, 3, 4, and 6 airplanes; as
identified in Boeing Alert Service Bulletin
737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated January 30,
2015: Do the actions specified in paragraphs
(g)(1)(i) and (g)(1)(ii) of this AD, and all
applicable corrective actions, in accordance
with the Accomplishment Instructions of
Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 737-53A1261,
Revision 1, dated January 30, 2015, except as
required by paragraph (i)(3) of this AD. Do all
applicable corrective actions before further
flight.

(i) At the applicable time specified in
Tables 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, and 8 of paragraph 1.E.,
“Compliance,” of Boeing Alert Service
Bulletin 737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated
January 30, 2015, except as required by
paragraphs (i)(1) and (i)(2) of this AD: Do
medium frequency eddy current inspections

for cracking of the upper-frame-to-side-frame
splice of the fuselage.

(ii) Repeat the inspections specified in
paragraph (g)(1)(i) of this AD at the
applicable time specified in Tables 1, 2, 3, 5,
6, and 8 of paragraph 1.E., “Compliance,” of
Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 737-53A1261,
Revision 1, dated January 30, 2015, until the
preventive modification required by
paragraph (k) of this AD, or a terminating
action specified in paragraph (1) of this AD,
has been accomplished. The inspections are
terminated for the repaired or modified areas
only.

(2) For Groups 4 through 6, Configurations
2 and 5 airplanes; and Groups 8 through 11,
Configurations 2 and 5 airplanes; as
identified in Boeing Alert Service Bulletin
737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated January 30,
2015: Do the actions specified in paragraphs
(g)(2)(i) and (g)(2)(ii) of this AD, and all
applicable corrective actions, in accordance
with the Accomplishment Instructions of
Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 737-53A1261,
Revision 1, dated January 30, 2015, except as
required by paragraph (i)(3) of this AD. Do all
applicable corrective actions before further
flight.

(i) At the applicable time specified in
Tables 4 and 7 of paragraph 1.E.,
“Compliance,” of Boeing Alert Service
Bulletin 737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated
January 30, 2015, except as required by
paragraphs (i)(1) and (i)(2) of this AD: Do a
detailed inspection to determine if the
existing frame repair meets all requirements
specified in Boeing Alert Service Bulletin
737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated January 30,
2015, and for any frame repair that does meet
all requirements, do detailed and high
frequency eddy current (HFEC) inspections
for cracking of the existing frame repairs.

(ii) Repeat the inspections for cracking
specified in paragraph (g)(2)(i) of this AD at
the applicable time specified in Tables 4 and
7 of paragraph 1.E., “Compliance,” of Boeing
Alert Service Bulletin 737-53A1261,
Revision 1, dated January 30, 2015.

(h) Post-Repair and Post-Modification
Actions for Certain Airplanes

For Group 1, Configurations 2 and 6
airplanes; Group 2, Configurations 2 and 6
airplanes; Group 3, Configurations 2 and 6
airplanes; and Group 7, Configurations 2 and
6 airplanes; as identified in Boeing Alert
Service Bulletin 737-53A1261, Revision 1,
dated January 30, 2015: Within 120 days after
the effective date of this AD, do post-repair
and post-modification actions using a
method approved in accordance with the
procedures specified in paragraph (n) of this
AD.

(i) Exceptions to Service Bulletin
Specifications

(1) Where Boeing Alert Service Bulletin
737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated January 30,
2015, specifies a compliance time “after the
Revision 1 date of this service bulletin,” this
AD requires compliance within the specified
compliance time after the effective date of
this AD.

(2) Where the “Condition’’ column of
paragraph 1.E., “Compliance,” of Boeing
Alert Service Bulletin 737-53A1261,
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Revision 1, dated January 30, 2015, specifies
a condition based on whether an airplane has
or has not been inspected, this AD bases the
condition on whether an airplane has or has
not been inspected as of the effective date of
this AD.

(3) Where Boeing Alert Service Bulletin
737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated January 30,
2015, specifies to contact Boeing for repair
instructions: Before further flight, repair
using a method approved in accordance with
the procedures specified in paragraph (n) of
this AD.

(j) Post-Repair and Post-Modification
Inspections

For Groups 4 through 6, Configurations 1,
3,4,6,7,8,9, and 10 airplanes; and Groups
8 through 11, Configurations 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8,
9, and 10 airplanes; as identified in Boeing
Alert Service Bulletin 737-53A1261,
Revision 1, dated January 30, 2015: Except as
provided by paragraphs (i)(1) and (i)(2) of
this AD, at the applicable time specified in
Tables 12 through 17 of paragraph 1.E.,
“Compliance,” of Boeing Alert Service
Bulletin 737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated
January 30, 2015; do the post-repair/post-
modification inspections, in accordance with
the Accomplishment Instructions of Boeing
Alert Service Bulletin 737-53A1261,
Revision 1, dated January 30, 2015, except as
required by paragraph (i)(3) of this AD. Do all
applicable corrective actions before further
flight.

(k) Preventive Modification for Certain
Airplanes

For Groups 4 through 6, Configurations 1,
3, 4, and 6 airplanes; and Groups 8 through
11, Configurations 1, 3, 4, and 6 airplanes; as
identified in Boeing Alert Service Bulletin
737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated January 30,
2015: Except as provided by paragraphs (i)(1)
and (i)(2) of this AD, at the applicable time
specified in Tables 3, 5, 6, and 8 in paragraph
1.E., “Compliance,” of Boeing Alert Service
Bulletin 737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated
January 30, 2015, do the preventive
modification, including HFEC inspections for
cracking and applicable corrective actions, in
accordance with Part 4 of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Boeing Alert
Service Bulletin 737-53A1261, Revision 1,
dated January 30, 2015, except as required by
paragraph (i)(3) of this AD. Do all applicable
corrective actions before further flight.
Accomplishing the modification required by
this paragraph terminates the inspections
required by paragraph (g)(1) of this AD for
the modified area only.

(1) Terminating Action

(1) For Groups 4 through 6, Configurations
1, 3, 4, and 6 airplanes; and Groups 8 through
11, Configurations 1, 3, 4, and 6 airplanes; as
identified in Boeing Alert Service Bulletin
737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated January 30,
2015: Accomplishing the preventive
modification, including HFEC inspections for
cracking and applicable corrective actions, in
accordance with Part 4 of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Boeing Alert
Service Bulletin 737-53A1261, Revision 1,
dated January 30, 2015, except as required by
paragraph (i)(3) of this AD, terminates the

inspections required by paragraph (g)(1) of
this AD for the modified area only.

(2) For Groups 4 through 6, Configurations
3 and 6 airplanes; and Groups 8 through 11,
Configurations 3 and 6 airplanes; as
identified in Boeing Alert Service Bulletin
737-53A1261, Revision 1, dated January 30,
2015: Accomplishing the repair, including
HFEC inspections for cracking and applicable
corrective actions, in accordance with Part 3
of the Accomplishment Instructions of
Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 737-53A1261,
Revision 1, dated January 30, 2015, except as
required by paragraph (i)(3) of this AD,
terminates the repetitive inspections required
by paragraph (g)(1) of this AD, and the
preventive modification required by
paragraph (k) of this AD, for the repaired area
only.

(3) Accomplishment of the repair or the
preventive modification specified in Boeing
Message M—7200-02—-1294, dated August 20,
2002, before the effective date of this AD
terminates the repetitive inspections required
by paragraph (g)(1) of this AD and the
preventive modification required by
paragraph (k) of this AD for the repaired or
modified area only.

(m) Credit for Previous Actions

(1) This paragraph provides credit for the
inspections required by paragraph (g) of this
AD, if those inspections were performed
before the effective date of this AD using
Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 737-53A1261,
dated January 19, 2006, which was
incorporated by reference in AD 2008-13-12,
Amendment 39-15575 (73 FR 38905, July 8,
2008) (“AD 2008-13-12").

(2) This paragraph provides credit for the
modification specified in paragraphs (k) and
(D(1) of this AD, if the modification was
performed before the effective date of this AD
using Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 737—
53A1261, dated January 19, 2006, which was
incorporated by reference in AD 2008-13-12.

(3) This paragraph provides credit for
repairs specified in paragraphs (1)(2) of this
AD, if those repairs were performed before
the effective date of this AD using Boeing
Alert Service Bulletin 737-53A1261, dated
January 19, 2006, which was incorporated by
reference in AD 2008-13-12.

(n) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs)

(1) The Manager, Los Angeles Aircraft
Certification Office (ACO), FAA, has the
authority to approve AMOG:s for this AD, if
requested using the procedures found in 14
CFR 39.19. In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19,
send your request to your principal inspector
or local Flight Standards District Office, as
appropriate. If sending information directly
to the manager of the ACO, send it to the
attention of the person identified in
paragraph (0)(1) of this AD. Information may
be emailed to: 9-ANM-LAACO-AMOC-
Requests@faa.gov.

(2) Before using any approved AMOC,
notify your appropriate principal inspector,
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager
of the local flight standards district office/
certificate holding district office.

(3) An AMOC that provides an acceptable
level of safety may be used for any repair

required by this AD if it is approved by the
Boeing Commercial Airplanes Organization
Designation Authorization (ODA) that has
been authorized by the Manager, Los Angeles
ACO, to make those findings. For a repair
method to be approved, the repair must meet
the certification basis of the airplane, and the
approval must specifically refer to this AD.

(4) AMOCs approved for AD 2008-13-12
and AD 2008-13—12 R1 are approved as
AMOC:s for the corresponding provisions of
paragraph (g) of this AD.

(o) Related Information

(1) For more information about this AD,
contact Galib Abumeri, Aerospace Engineer,
Airframe Branch, ANM-120L, FAA, Los
Angeles Aircraft Certification Office (ACO),
3960 Paramount Boulevard, Lakewood, CA
90712-4137; phone: 562—627-5324; fax: 562—
627-5210; email: galib.abumeri@faa.gov.

(2) Service information identified in this
AD that is not incorporated by reference is
available at the addresses specified in
paragraphs (p)(3) and (p)(4) of this AD.

(p) Material Incorporated by Reference

(1) The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
(IBR) of the service information listed in this
paragraph under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51.

(2) You must use this service information
as applicable to do the actions required by
this AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise.

(i) Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 737—
53A1261, Revision 1, dated January 30, 2015.

(ii) Reserved.

(3) For service information identified in
this AD, contact Boeing Commercial
Airplanes, Attention: Contractual & Data
Services (C&DS), 2600 Westminster Blvd.,
MC 110-SK57, Seal Beach, CA 90740;
telephone 562-797-1717; Internet https://
www.myboeingfleet.com.

(4) You may view this service information
at the FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate,
1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton, WA. For
information on the availability of this
material at the FAA, call 425-227-1221.

(5) You may view this service information
that is incorporated by reference at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at NARA, call
202-741-6030, or go to: http://
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-
locations.html.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on February
1, 2017.
Michael Kaszycki,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-03265 Filed 2—24—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2016-9510; Directorate
Identifier 2016-NE-28—-AD; Amendment 39—
18780; AD 2017-02-01]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Rolls-Royce
plc Turbofan Engines

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: We are adopting a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for certain
Rolls-Royce plc (RR) Trent 1000-A,
Trent 1000—C, Trent 1000-D, Trent
1000-E, Trent 1000-G, and Trent 1000—
H turbofan engines. This AD requires
initial and repetitive inspections of
affected high-pressure turbine (HPT)
blades for cracks. This AD was
prompted by high engine vibration due
to HPT blade deterioration resulting in
operational disruptions. We are issuing
this AD to correct the unsafe condition
on these products.

DATES: This AD becomes effective
March 14, 2017.

The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
of a certain publication listed in this AD
as of March 14, 2017.

We must receive comments on this
AD by April 13, 2017.

ADDRESSES: You may send comments by
any of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

e Mail: U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., West Building Ground
Floor, Room W12-40, Washington, DC
20590-0001.

e Hand Delivery: Deliver to Mail
address above between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

e Fax:202-493-2251.

For service information identified in
this AD, contact Rolls-Royce plc,
Corporate Communications, P.O. Box
31, Derby, England, DE24 8BJ; phone:
011-44-1332-242424; fax: 011-44—
1332-249936; email: http://www.rolls-
royce.com/contact/civil team.jsp;
Internet: https://customers.rolls-
royce.com/public/rollsroycecare. You
may view this service information at the
FAA, Engine & Propeller Directorate,
1200 District Avenue, Burlington, MA
01803. For information on the

availability of this material at the FAA,
call 781-238-7125. It is also available
on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2016—
9510.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket on
the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2016—
9510; or in person at the Docket
Operations office between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays. The AD docket
contains this AD, the mandatory
continuing airworthiness information
(MCAI), regulatory evaluation, any
comments received, and other
information. The address for the Docket
Office (phone: 800-647-5527) is in the
ADDRESSES section. Comments will be
available in the AD docket shortly after
receipt.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert Green, Aerospace Engineer,
Engine Certification Office, FAA, Engine
& Propeller Directorate, 1200 District
Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803; phone:
781-238-7754; fax: 781-238-7199;
email: robert.green@faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments Invited

This AD is a final rule that involves
requirements affecting flight safety, and
we did not precede it by notice and
opportunity for public comment. We
invite you to send any written relevant
data, views, or arguments about this AD.
Send your comments to an address
listed under the ADDRESSES section.
Include “Docket No. FAA-2016-9510;
Directorate Identifier 2016—-NE-28—AD”
at the beginning of your comments. We
specifically invite comments on the
overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
this AD. We will consider all comments
received by the closing date and may
amend this AD because of those
comments.

We will post all comments we
receive, without change, to http://
www.regulations.gov, including any
personal information you provide. We
will also post a report summarizing each
substantive verbal contact with FAA
personnel concerning this AD.

Discussion

The European Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA), which is the Technical Agent
for the Member States of the European
Community, has issued EASA AD 2016—
0215, dated October 27, 2016 (referred
to hereinafter as ‘“the MCAI”), to correct

an unsafe condition for the specified
products. The MCALI states:

Occurrences were reported involving high
engine vibration indication experienced
during climb. Subsequent investigation of
affected engines identified damage to some
high pressure turbine (HPT) blades. These
events have been attributed to cracks, which
originated at the tip of the leading edge, and
at the mid-height pressure surface, of the
HPT blades. Investigation also determined
that HPT blades Part Number (P/N) FW63853
(corresponding to RR Service Bulletin (SB)
SB 72—G275 modification standard) are
affected by this phenomenon. Four
occurrences have been reported within the
last two years.

This condition, if not detected and
corrected, could lead to high vibration
indication and commanded in-flight shut-
down, possibly resulting in reduced control
of the aeroplane.

You may obtain further information
by examining the MCAI in the AD
docket on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2016—
9510.

Related Service Information Under 1
CFR Part 51

RR has issued Non-Modification
Service Bulletin (NMSB) Trent 1000 72—
J039, Revision 3, dated October 14,
2016. The NMSB describes procedures
to conduct a borescope inspection for
cracks on the leading edge of the HPT
blade. This service information is
reasonably available because the
interested parties have access to it
through their normal course of business
or by the means identified in the
ADDRESSES section.

FAA’s Determination and Requirements
of This AD

This product has been approved by
the aviation authority of the United
Kingdom, and is approved for operation
in the United States. Pursuant to our
bilateral agreement with the European
Community, EASA has notified us of
the unsafe condition described in the
MCALI and service information
referenced above. We are issuing this
AD because we evaluated all
information provided by EASA and
determined the unsafe condition exists
and is likely to exist or develop on other
products of the same type design. This
AD requires initial and repetitive
inspections of affected HPT blades for
cracks.

FAA’s Determination of the Effective
Date

No domestic operators use this
product. Therefore, we find that notice
and opportunity for prior public
comment are unnecessary and that good
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cause exists for making this amendment
effective in less than 30 days.

Costs of Compliance

We estimate that this AD affects 0
engines installed on airplanes of U.S.
registry.

ESTIMATED COSTS

We estimate the following costs to
comply with this AD:

. Cost per Cost on U.S.
Action Labor cost Parts cost product operators
Inspection of the HPT 1.5 work-hours x $85 per hour = $127 per inspec- $0 $127 $0 per inspection
blades. tion.

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. “Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs,” describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

We are issuing this rulemaking under
the authority described in “Subtitle VII,
Part A, Subpart III, Section 44701:
General requirements.” Under that
section, Congress charges the FAA with
promoting safe flight of civil aircraft in
air commerce by prescribing regulations
for practices, methods, and procedures
the Administrator finds necessary for
safety in air commerce. This regulation
is within the scope of that authority
because it addresses an unsafe condition
that is likely to exist or develop on
products identified in this rulemaking
action.

Regulatory Findings

We determined that this AD will not
have federalism implications under
Executive Order 13132. This AD will
not have a substantial direct effect on
the States, on the relationship between
the national government and the States,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify this AD:

(1) Is not a ““significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866,

(2) Is not a “significant rule” under
the DOT Regulatory Policies and
Procedures (44 FR 11034, February 26,
1979),

(3) Will not affect intrastate aviation
in Alaska to the extent that it justifies
making a regulatory distinction, and

(4) Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as
follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding

the following new airworthiness

directive (AD):

2017-02-01 Rolls-Royce plc: Amendment
39-18780; Docket No. FAA—2016-9510;
Directorate Identifier 2016-NE-28-AD.

(a) Effective Date
This AD is effective March 14, 2017.

(b) Affected ADs

None.
(c) Applicability

This AD applies to Rolls-Royce plc (RR)
Trent 1000-A, Trent 1000-C, Trent 1000-D,
Trent 1000-E, Trent 1000-G, and Trent
1000-H turbofan engines with high-pressure
turbine (HPT) blades, part number (P/N)
FW63853, installed.

(d) Subject

Joint Aircraft System Component (JASC)
7250, Turbine/Turboprop Engine/Turbine
Section.

(e) Reason

This AD was prompted by high engine
vibration due to HPT blade deterioration
resulting in operational disruptions. We are
issuing this AD to prevent HPT blade failure,
loss of engine thrust control, and reduced
control of the airplane.

(f) Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(1) Perform an initial inspection of each
HPT blade before exceeding the following,
whichever occurs later:

(i) 1,750 engine flight cycles (FCs) since
new or 11,000 engine flight hours (FHs) since
new, whichever occurs first; or

(ii) 30 days after the effective date of this
AD.

(2) Thereafter, perform repetitive
inspections of the HPT blades at intervals not
to exceed 250 engine FCs or 1,125 engine
FHs, whichever occurs first.

(3) Use the Accomplishment Instructions,
paragraph 3, of RR Non-Modification Service
Bulletin (NMSB) Trent 1000 72-J039,
Revision 3, dated October 14, 2016, to
perform the inspections.

(4) If any crack is found during any
inspection, follow the applicable corrective
action and reduced follow-on inspection
interval as defined in the Accomplishment
Instructions, paragraph 3.A.(3), of RR NMSB
Trent 1000 72-J039, Revision 3, dated
October 14, 2016.

(g) Installation Prohibition

After the effective date of this AD, do not
install an HPT blade, P/N FW63853, on any
engine.

(h) Credit for Previous Actions

You may take credit for inspections and
corrective action that are required by
paragraph (f) of this AD, if you performed
these actions and corrective action before the
effective date of this AD, using RR NMSB
Trent 1000 72-J039, Revision 2, or earlier
versions.

(i) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs)

The Manager, Engine Certification Office,
FAA, may approve AMOGC:s for this AD. Use
the procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19 to
make your request. You may email your
request to: ANE-AD-AMOC@faa.gov.

(j) Related Information

(1) For more information about this AD,
contact Robert Green, Aerospace Engineer,
Engine Certification Office, FAA, Engine &
Propeller Directorate, 1200 District Avenue,
Burlington, MA 01803; phone: 781-238—
7754; fax: 781-238-7199; email:
robert.green@faa.gov.

(2) Refer to MCAI EASA AD 2016-0215,
dated October 27, 2016, for more
information. You may examine the MCAI in
the AD docket on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for and
locating it in Docket No. FAA-2016-9510.
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(k) Material Incorporated by Reference

(1) The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
(IBR) of the service information listed in this
paragraph under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51.

(2) You must use this service information
as applicable to do the actions required by
this AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise.

(i) Rolls-Royce plc (RR) Non-Modification
Service Bulletin Trent 1000 72-J039,
Revision 3, dated October 14, 2016.

(ii) Reserved.

(3) For RR service information identified in
this AD, contact Rolls-Royce plc, Corporate
Communications, P.O. Box 31, Derby,
England, DE24 8BJ; phone: 011-44-1332—
242424; fax: 011-44—1332-249936; email:
http://www.rolls-royce.com/contact/civil
team.jsp; Internet: https://customers.rolls-
royce.com/public/rollsroycecare.

(4) You may view this service information
at FAA, Engine & Propeller Directorate, 1200
District Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803. For
information on the availability of this
material at the FAA, call 781-238-7125.

(5) You may view this service information
at the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at NARA, call
202-741-6030, or go to: http://
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-
locations.html.

Issued in Burlington, Massachusetts, on
January 11, 2017.
Colleen M. D’Alessandro,

Manager, Engine & Propeller Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-03739 Filed 2—24—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71
[Docket No. FAA-2016-9491; Airspace
Docket No. 16-AGL—-25]

Amendment of Class E Airspace;
Milwaukee, WI

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This action amends the legal
description of Class E airspace
extending upward from 700 feet or more
above the surface of the Earth at
Milwaukee, WI, updating the airport
name of Batten International Airport
(formerly John H. Batten Airport),
Racine, WI. This action also updates the
geographic coordinates of General
Mitchell International Airport,
Milwaukee, W1, to coincide with the
FAA’s aeronautical database.

DATES: Effective 0901 UTC, April 27,
2017. The Director of the Federal
Register approves this incorporation by

reference action under Title 1, Code of
Federal Regulations, part 51, subject to
the annual revision of FAA Order
7400.11 and publication of conforming
amendments.

ADDRESSES: FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, and subsequent amendments can
be viewed online at http://www.faa.gov/
air_traffic/publications/. For further
information, you can contact the
Airspace Policy Group, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW., Washington, DC, 20591;
telephone: 202—-267—-8783. The Order is
also available for inspection at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of FAA
Order 7400.11A at NARA, call 202—-741-
6030, or go to http://www.archives.gov/
federal register/code_of federal-
regulations/ibr locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jeffrey Claypool, Federal Aviation
Administration, Operations Support
Group, Central Service Center, 10101
Hillwood Parkway, Fort Worth, TX,
76177; telephone (817) 222-5711.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it amends
controlled airspace at Batten
International Airport, Racine, W1, and
General Mitchell International Airport,
Milwaukee, WI.

History

The FAA was notified that John H.
Batten Airport, Racine, WI, has changed
its name to Batten International Airport,
Racine, WI. This is an administrative
change updating the name in the legal
description for the airport to match FAA
databases. The geographic coordinates
for General Mitchell International

Airport, Milwaukee, WI, also are
adjusted.

Class E airspace designations are
published in paragraph 6005 of FAA
Order 7400.11A dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, which
is incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
part 71.1. The Class E airspace
designations listed in this document
will be published subsequently in the
Order.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document amends FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016. FAA
Order 7400.11A is publicly available as
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, C, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Rule

This action amends Title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 71 by
updating the name of Batten
International Airport (formerly John H.
Batten Airport), Racine, W1, in the
regulatory text of the Class E airspace
extending upward from 700 feet or more
above the surface of the Earth at Batten
International Airport, Racine, WI. This
action also updates the geographic
coordinates of General Mitchell
International Airport, Milwaukee, W1, to
be in concert with the FAA’s
aeronautical database.

Section 553(b)(3)(B) of the
Administrative Procedures Act (5.
U.S.C.) authorizes agencies to dispense
with notice and comment procedure
when the agency for “good cause” finds
that these procedures are
“impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary
to the public interest.” This is an
administrative change amending the
description for Batten International
Airport, and adjusts the geographic
coordinates for General Mitchell
International Airport, to be in concert
with the FAA’s aeronautical database
and does not affect the boundaries, or
operating requirements of the airspace;
therefore, notice and public procedure
under 5 U.S.C. 553(b) are unnecessary.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current, is non-controversial and
unlikely to result in adverse or negative
comments. It, therefore: (1) Is not a


http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-locations.html
https://customers.rolls-royce.com/public/rollsroycecare
https://customers.rolls-royce.com/public/rollsroycecare
http://www.rolls-royce.com/contact/civil_team.jsp
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“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
regulatory evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that only affects air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

The FAA has determined that this
action qualifies for categorical exclusion
under the National Environmental
Policy Act in accordance with FAA
Order 1050.1F, “Environmental
Impacts: Policies and Procedures,”
paragraph 5-6.5.a. This airspace action
is not expected to cause any potentially
significant environmental impacts, and
no extraordinary circumstances exist
that warrant preparation of an
environmental assessment.

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (Air).

Adoption of the Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for Part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, effective
September 15, 2016, is amended as
follows:

Paragraph 6005 Class E Airspace Areas
Extending Upward From 700 feet or More
Above the Surface of the Earth.

* * * * *

AGL WI E5 Milwaukee, WI [Amended]

Milwaukee, General Mitchell International
Airport, WI
(Lat. 42°56’49” N., long. 87°53’49” W.)
Racine, Batten International Airport, WI
(Lat. 42°45’40” N., long. 87°48’50” W.)
Waukesha, Waukesha County Airport, WI
(Lat. 43°02’28” N., long. 88°14'13” W.)

Milwaukee, Lawrence J. Timmerman Airport,
WI

(Lat. 43°06’37” N., long. 88°02'04” W.)

That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within a 8.4-mile
radius of the General Mitchell International
Airport, and within an 8.1-mile radius of the
Batten International Airport, and within a
7.5-mile radius of the Waukesha County
Airport, and within 2 miles each side of the
282° bearing from the Waukesha County
Airport extending from the 7.5-mile radius to
10.5 miles west of the Waukesha County
Airport, and within an 8.9-mile radius of
Lawrence J. Timmerman Airport.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on February
8, 2017.
Walter Tweedy,

Acting Manager, Operations Support Group,
ATO Central Service Center.

[FR Doc. 2017—03514 Filed 2—24-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2016-0986; Airspace
Docket No. 15-AEA-7]

RIN 2120-AA66
Amendment of Air Traffic Service
(ATS) Routes; Eastern United States

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This action modifies area
navigation (RNAV) routes Q—39 and Q—
67, in the eastern United States. The
modifications provide a more efficient
airway design within a portion of the
airspace assigned to the Indianapolis
Air Route Traffic Control Center
(ARTCQ).

DATES: Effective date 0901 UTC, April
27, 2017. The Director of the Federal
Register approves this incorporation by
reference action under Title 1, Code of
Federal Regulations, part 51, subject to
the annual revision of FAA, Order
7400.11 and publication of conforming
amendments.

ADDRESSES: FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, and subsequent amendments can
be viewed online at http://www.faa.gov/
air_traffic/publications/. For further
information, you can contact the
Airspace Policy Group, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591;
telephone: (202) 267—-8783. The Order is
also available for inspection at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For

information on the availability of FAA
Order 7400.11A at NARA, call (202)
741-6030, or go to http://
www.archives.gov/federal register/
code_of federal-regulations/ibr_
locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
Gallant, Airspace Policy Group, Office
of Airspace Services, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591;
telephone: (202) 267-8783.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of the airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it modifies air
traffic service routes Q-39 and Q-67 in
the eastern United States to maintain
the efficient flow of air traffic.

History

On October 7, 2016, the FAA
published a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) (81 FR 69729),
Docket No. FAA-2016-9086, to amend
RNAV routes Q-39 and Q-67 to expand
the availability of area navigation routes
and provide a more efficient airway
design within Indianapolis ARTCC’s
airspace.

Interested parties were invited to
participate in this rulemaking effort by
submitting written comments on the
proposal. One comment was received.

Discussion of Comment

The commenter asked how much air
traffic is actually using routes Q-39 and
Q-67. A review of six months
Performance Data Analysis and
Reporting System (PDARS) information
for Q-39 and Q-67 revealed a total of
13,524 aircraft filed the RNAV routes.

Area navigation routes are published
in paragraph 2006 of FAA Order
7400.11A dated August 3, 2016 and
effective September 15, 2016, which is
incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The area navigation routes listed


http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
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in this document will be published
subsequently in the Order.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document amends FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016. FAA
Order 7400.11A is publicly available as
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, C, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Rule

The FAA is amending Title 14, Code
of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 71
to modify RNAYV routes Q-39 and Q-67
in the eastern United States. The
modifications expand the availability of
area navigation routes and provide a
more efficient airway design within
Indianapolis ARTCC’s airspace. The
route modifications are described
below.

Q-39 RNAV route Q-39 extends
between the CLAWD, NC waypoint
(WP) and the WISTA, WV, WP. This
action shifts the alignment of the route
slightly to the east, bypassing the
WISTA WP, to cross the TARCI, WV,
WP (located at lat. 38°16’36.08” N., long.
081°18’34.08” W.); then the route
continues northward to a new ASERY,
WV, WP (located at lat. 38°28”35.97” N.,
long. 081°17°34.14” W.).

Q-67 RNAV route Q—67 extends
between the SMTTH, TN, WP to the
COLTZ, OH, fix. In its current
alignment, the route proceeds from the
JONEN, KY, WP northward to the
COLTZ, OH, fix. The FAA is eliminating
the segment between the JONEN WP
and the CLOTZ fix and replacing it with

a segment from the JONEN WP to the
DARYN, WV, WP (located at lat.
38°46’07.80” N., long. 082°00'57.92”
W.). The DARYN WP is located near the
Henderson, WV, VORTAC.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current. It, therefore: (1) Is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under Department of
Transportation (DOT) Regulatory
Policies and Procedures (44 FR 11034;
February 26, 1979); and (3) does not
warrant preparation of a regulatory
evaluation as the anticipated impact is
so minimal. Since this is a routine
matter that only affects air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

The FAA has determined that this
action of modifying two RNAV Q-routes
qualifies for categorical exclusion under
the National Environmental Policy Act
and its implementing regulations at 40
CFR part 1500, and in accordance with
FAA Order 1050.1F. Environmental
Impacts: Policies and Procedures,
Paragraph 5-6.5a, which categorically
excludes from further environmental
impact review rulemaking actions that
designate or modify classes of airspace
areas, airways, routes, and reporting
points (see 14 CFR part 71, Designation
of Class A, B, C, D, and E Airspace
Areas; Air Traffic Service Routes; and

Q-39 CLAWD, NC TO ASERY, WV [AMENDED]

CLAWD, NC WP
wp
ASERY, WV WP

TARCI, WV

(Lat. 36°25708.98” N., long.
(Lat. 38°16"36.08” N., long.
(Lat. 38°28735.97” N, long.

Q-67 SMTTH, TN TO DARYN, WV [AMENDED]

SMTTH, TN WP (Lat. 35°5441.57” N., long.
CEMEX, KY WP (Lat. 36°45'44.94” N, long.
IBATE, KY WP (Lat. 36°5912.36” N., long.
TONIO, KY  FIX (Lat. 37°15"15.20” N, long.
JONEN, KY WP (Lat. 37°5908.91” N, long.
DARYN, WV WP (Lat. 38°46’07.80” N., long.

Reporting Points). This action is not
expected to cause any potentially
significant environmental impacts. In
accordance with FAA Order 1050.1F,
paragraph 5-2 regarding Extraordinary
Circumstances, this action has been
reviewed for factors and circumstances
in which a normally categorically
excluded action may have a significant
environmental impact requiring further
analysis, and it is determined that no
extraordinary circumstances exist that
warrant preparation of an
environmental assessment.

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

Adoption of the Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for part 71 is
amended to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g), 40103,
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p.389

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016 and
effective September 15, 20186, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 2006 United States Area
Navigation Routes
* * * * *

081°08’49.75” W.)
081°18’34.08” W.)
081°17'34.14” W.)

084°00'19.74” W.)
083°2333.58” W.)
083°13°40.36” W.)
083°01'47.53” W.)
082°32'46.19” W.)
082°00'57.92” W.)
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Issued in Washington, DC, on February 6,
2017.

Leslie M. Swann,

Acting Manager, Airspace Policy Group.
[FR Doc. 2017—03507 Filed 2—-24-17; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2016-6986; Airspace
Docket No. 16-ACE-6]

Revocation of Class E Airspace;
Farmington, MO; and Amendment of
Class E Airspace for the following
Missouri Towns; Ava, MO; Cameron,
MO; Chillicothe, MO; Farmington, MO;
and Festus, MO

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This action removes Class E
surface area airspace at Farmington
Regional Airport, Farmington, MO; and
modifies Class E airspace extending
upward from 700 feet above the surface
at Ava Bill Martin Memorial Airport,
Ava, MO; Cameron Memorial Airport,
Cameron, MO; Chillicothe Municipal
Airport, Chillicothe, MO; Farmington
Regional Airport, Farmington, MO; and
Festus Memorial Airport, Festus, MO.
Decommissioning of non-directional
radio beacons (NDB), cancellation of
NDB approaches, and implementation
of area navigation (RNAV) procedures
have made this action necessary for the
safety and management of Instrument
Flight Rules (IFR) operations at these
airports.

DATES: Effective 0901 UTC, April 27,
2017. The Director of the Federal
Register approves this incorporation by
reference action under Title 1, Code of
Federal Regulations, part 51, subject to
the annual revision of FAA Order
7400.11 and publication of conforming
amendments.

ADDRESSES: FAA Order 7400.11,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, and subsequent amendments can
be viewed online at http://www.faa.gov/
air_traffic/publications/. For further
information, you can contact the
Airspace Policy Group, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC. 20591;
telephone: 202-267-8783. The Order is
also available for inspection at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of FAA

Order 7400.11A at NARA, call 202-741—
6030, or go to http://www.archives.gov/
federal register/code of federal-
regulations/ibr locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11A, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jeffrey Claypool, Federal Aviation
Administration, Operations Support
Group, Central Service Center, 10101
Hillwood Parkway, Fort Worth, TX,
76177; telephone (817) 222-5711.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it removes
Class E surface area airspace at
Farmington Regional Airport,
Farmington, MO; and modifies Class E
airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface at Ava Bill Martin
Memorial Airport, Ava, MO; Cameron
Memorial Airport, Cameron, MO;
Chillicothe Municipal Airport,
Chillicothe, MO; Farmington Regional
Airport; and Festus Memorial Airport,
Festus, MO.

History

On June 28, 2016, the FAA published
in the Federal Register a notice of
proposed rulemaking (NPRM), (81 FR
41900) Docket No. FAA-2016—-6986, to
remove Class E surface area airspace at
Farmington Regional Airport,
Farmington, MO; and modify Class E
airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface at Ava Bill Martin
Memorial Airport, Ava, MO; Cameron
Memorial Airport, Cameron, MO;
Chillicothe Municipal Airport,
Chillicothe, MO; Farmington Regional
Airport; and Festus Memorial Airport,
Festus, MO. Interested parties were
invited to participate in this rulemaking
effort by submitting written comments
on the proposal to the FAA. One
comment was received from Mr. Wally
Roberts stating that the NPRM did not
adequately substantiate the reason for

removing the Class E surface area
airspace at Farmington Regional
Airport. The FAA agrees and offers the
following in response to Mr. Roberts’
comment.

Federal Aviation Administration
Order JO 7400.2K, Procedures for
Handling Airspace Matters, provides the
criteria for determining airspace
requirements. Chapter 18 of the FAA
Order JO 7400.2K outlines the
requirements for Class E airspace. For
an airport to have Class E surface area
airspace designated, it must meet the
requirements outlined in paragraph 18—
1-3, which states, “If the
communication and weather
requirements described in paragraphs
17-2-9 and 17-2-10 are met, Class E
surface airspace may be designated. . .”
The Farmington Regional Airport meets
the weather requirements outlined in
paragraph 17—-2—10; however, it does not
meet the communications requirements
in 17-2-9, specifically communication
capabilities with aircraft to the runway
surface of the airport. This was verified
with Kansas City Air Route Traffic
Control Center, which has jurisdiction
over Farmington Regional Airport. As
the Farmington Regional Airport does
not meet the requirements for Class E
surface area airspace contained in
paragraph 18—1-3, it is not in
compliance with FAA Order JO
7400.2K, and the airspace is being
removed. The Class E airspace
extending upward from 700 feet above
the surface at Farmington Regional
Airport provides for the transition to/
from the airport and provides the
airspace required by FAA Order JO
7400.2K to protect the current standard
instrument approach procedures at the
airport and for the safety and
management of IFR operations at the
airport.

Class E airspace designations are
published in paragraph 6002 and 6005,
respectively, of FAA Order 7400.11A,
dated August 3, 2016, and effective
September 15, 2016, which is
incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The Class E airspace designations
listed in this document will be
published subsequently in the Order.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document amends FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016. FAA
Order 7400.11A is publicly available as
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, C, D, and E airspace areas,


http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
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air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Rule

This amendment to Title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 71
removes Class E surface area airspace at
Class E surface area airspace at
Farmington Regional Airport,
Farmington, MO, as it is not in
compliance with FAA Order JO 7400.2K
and the airport does not meet the
requirements for Class E surface area
airspace. This action also modifies Class
E airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface at the following
airports:

Within a 6.8-mile radius (increased
from a 6.3-mile radius) of Ava Bill
Martin Memorial Airport, Ava, MO,
with a segment extending from the 6.8-
mile radius to the Dogwood VHF
omnidirectional range collocated
tactical air navigation (VORTAC) west/
northwest of the airport;

Within a 6.4-mile radius of Cameron
Memorial Airport, Cameron, MO,
removing the extension south of the
airport;

Within a 6.4-mile radius (decreased
from a 6.9-mile radius) of Chillicothe
Municipal Airport, Chillicothe, MO;

Within a 6.4-mile radius of
Farmington Regional Airport,
Farmington, MO, with a segment
extending from the 6.4-mile radius to
11.5 miles southwest of the airport, and
a segment extending from the 6.4-mile
radius to the Farmington VORTAC; and

Within a 6.9-mile radius (increased
from the 6.2-mile radius) of Festus
Memorial Airport, Festus, MO, with a
segment extending from the 6.9-mile
radius to 8.8 miles south of the airport,
and removing the decommissioned
Festus NDB from the boundary
description.

Airspace reconfiguration is necessary
due to the decommissioning of NDBs
including the Cameron NDB and Festus
NDB: cancellation of NDB approaches;
and implementation of RNAV
procedures at these airports. Controlled
airspace is necessary for the safety and
management of the standard instrument
approach procedures for IFR operations
at these airports.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current, is non-controversial and
unlikely to result in adverse or negative
comments. It, therefore: (1) Is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a

“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
Regulatory Evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that only affects air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

The FAA has determined that this
action qualifies for categorical exclusion
under the National Environmental
Policy Act in accordance with FAA
Order 1050.1F, “Environmental
Impacts: Policies and Procedures,”
paragraph 5-6.5.a. This airspace action
is not expected to cause any potentially
significant environmental impacts, and
no extraordinary circumstances exist
that warrant preparation of an
environmental assessment.

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (Air).

Adoption of the Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 6002 Class E Airspace
Designated as Surface Areas.
* * * * *

ACE MO E2 Farmington, MO [Removed]

Paragraph 6005 Class E Airspace Areas
Extending Upward From 700 feet or More
Above the Surface of the Earth.

* * * * *

ACE MO E5 Ava, MO [Amended]

Ava Bill Martin Memorial Airport, MO
(Lat. 36°58’19” N., long. 92°40’55” W.)
Dogwood VORTAC
(Lat. 37°01°24” N., long. 92°52’37” W.)

That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within a 6.8-mile
radius of Ava Bill Martin Memorial Airport,
and within 1.8 miles each side of the 107°
radial of the Dogwood VORTAC extending
from the 6.8-mile radius to the VORTAC.

* * * * *

ACE MO E5 Cameron, MO [Amended]

Cameron Memorial Airport, MO
(Lat. 39°43’39” N., long. 94°16"35” W.)
That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within a 6.4-mile
radius of Cameron Memorial Airport.
* * * * *

ACE MO E5 Chillicothe, MO [Amended]

Chillicothe Municipal Airport, MO
(Lat. 39°46'55” N., long. 93°29'47” W.)
That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within a 6.4-mile
radius of Chillicothe Municipal Airport.

* * * * *

ACEMO E5 Farmington, MO [Amended]

Farmington Regional Airport, MO

(Lat. 37°45’40” N., long. 90°25'43” W.)
Farmington VORTAC

(Lat. 37°40°24” N., long. 90°14'03” W.)

That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within a 6.4-mile
radius of Farmington Regional Airport, and
within 4 miles each side of the 204° bearing
from the airport extending from the 6.4-mile
radius to 11.5 miles southwest of the airport,
and within 2 miles each side of the
Farmington VORTAC 299° radial extending
from the 6.4-mile radius of the airport to the
VORTAC.

* * * * *

ACE MO E5 Festus, MO [Amended]
Festus Memorial Airport, MO

(Lat. 38°11’42” N., long. 90°23'08” W.)

That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within a 6.9-mile
radius of Festus Memorial Airport, and
within 2 miles each side of the 188° bearing
from the airport extending from the 6.9-mile
radius to 8.8 miles south of the airport.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on February
1, 2017.
Walter Tweedy,

Acting Manager, Operations Support Group,
ATO Central Service Center.

[FR Doc. 2017—03518 Filed 2—24-17; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA—-2016-6271; Airspace
Docket No. 16-AGL—-15]

Establishment of Class E Airspace;
Iron Mountain, Mi

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.



11808

Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 37/Monday, February 27, 2017/Rules and Regulations

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This action establishes
additional Class E en route domestic
airspace around the Iron Mountain VHF
omnidirectional range/distance
measuring equipment, MI, to facilitate
vectoring of Instrument Flight Rules
(IFR) aircraft under control of
Minneapolis Air Route Traffic Control
Center (ARTCC). This action enhances
the safety and efficiency of IFR
operations within the National Airspace
System. This action also removes the
Federal airways exclusionary language
from the regulatory text. Additionally,
the correct navigation aid is noted in
Class E 700 foot airspace.

DATES: Effective 0901 UTC, April 27,
2017. The Director of the Federal
Register approves this incorporation by
reference action under title 1, Code of
Federal Regulations, part 51, subject to
the annual revision of FAA Order
7400.11A and publication of conforming
amendments.

ADDRESSES: FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, and subsequent amendments can
be viewed on line at http://
www.faa.gov/air traffic/publications/.
For further information, you can contact
the Airspace Policy Group, Federal
Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20591; telephone: 202—
267—-8783. The Order is also available
for inspection at the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA).
For information on the availability of
this material at NARA, call 202-741—
6030, or go to http://www.archives.gov/
federal register/code_of federal-
regulations/ibr locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Raul
Garza, Jr., Central Service Center,
Operations Support Group, Federal
Aviation Administration, Southwest
Region, 10101 Hillwood Parkway, Fort
Worth, TX 76177; telephone: (817) 222—
5874.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part, A,

Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it establishes
controlled airspace in the Iron
Mountain, MI, area.

History

On July 29, 2016, the FAA published
in the Federal Register a notice of
proposed rulemaking (NPRM) to
establish additional Class E en route
airspace in the Iron Mountain, MI area.
(81 FR 49902) Docket No. FAA-2016—
6271. Interested parties were invited to
participate in this rulemaking effort by
submitting written comments on the
proposal to the FAA. No comments
were received.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document amends FAA Order
7400.11A, airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016. FAA
Order 7400.11A is publicly available as
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, G, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Rule

This amendment to Title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 71
establishes additional Class E en route
airspace extending upward from 1,200
feet above the surface at the Iron
Mountain VOR/DME, Iron Mountain,
M1, and adds additional controlled
airspace to the southern and northern
boundaries of the Iron Mountain en
route airspace area, and removes
exclusionary information from the
regulatory text. This action provides
controlled airspace enabling
Minneapolis ARTCC greater latitude to
use radar vectors and altitude changes
within the entire area north and
northwest of the Iron Mountain, MI,
VOR/DME and removes unnecessary
exclusionary language for clarity.

This action also amends Class E
airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface at Iron Mountain/
Kingford, Ford Airport, MI, to reflect the
name change of the navigation aid from
Iron Mountain VORTAC to Iron
Mountain VOR/DME.

Class E airspace designations are
published in Sections 6005 and 6006,
respectively, of FAA Order 7400.11A,
dated August 3, 2016, and effective
September 15, 2016, which is

incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The Class E airspace designations
listed in this document will be
published subsequently in the Order.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current, is non-controversial and
unlikely to result in adverse or negative
comments. It, therefore: (1) Is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
Regulatory Evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that only affects air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

The FAA has determined that this
action qualifies for categorical exclusion
under the National Environmental
Policy Act in accordance with FAA
Order 1050.1F, “Environmental
Impacts: Policies and Procedures,”
paragraph 5-6.5a. This airspace action
is not expected to cause any potentially
significant environmental impacts, and
no extraordinary circumstances exists
that warrant preparation of an
environmental assessment.

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (Air).

Adoption of the Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for Part 71
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,

40113, 40120, E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, effective


http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/
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September 15, 2016, is amended as
follows:

Paragraph 6006 En Route Domestic
Airspace Areas.

* * * * *

AGL MIE6 Iron Mountain, MI [Amended]

Iron Mountain VOR/DME, MI

(Lat. 45°48’58” N., long. 088°06"44” W.)
Thunder Bay Airport, ON, Canada

(Lat. 48°22"19” N., long. 089°19'26” W.)

That airspace extending upward from
1,200 feet above the surface within an area
bounded by lat. 47°05’00” N., long.
086°40°39” W.; to lat. 47°05°00” N., long.
088°27’44” W.; to the Iron Mountain VOR/
DME; to lat. 46°16°21” N., long. 089°47°13”
W.; to lat. 46°52"34” N., long. 090°13'09” W.
on the eastern boundary of the Wisconsin E5
airspace area; thence northeast along the
boundary of the Wisconsin and Minnesota E5
airspace areas to the intersection of the 35
NM radius of the Thunder Bay Airport;
thence counterclockwise along the 35 NM
radius of the Thunder Bay Airport to the
intersection of the southern boundary of the
Upper Peninsula E6 airspace area; thence
southeast along the boundary of the Upper
Peninsula E6 airspace area to the point of
beginning.

Paragraph 6005 Class E Airspace Areas
Extending Upward From 700 feet or More
Above the Surface of the Earth.

* * * * *

AGL MI E5 Iron Mountain, MI [Amended]

Iron Mountain/Kingsford, Ford Airport, MI

(Lat. 45°49°06” N., long. 88°06'52” W.)
Iron Mountain VOR/DME

(Lat. 45°48’58” N., long. 88°06'44” W.)

That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within an 8.7-mile
radius of Iron Mountain VOR/DME, and
within 5.2 miles west and 8.3 miles east of
the Iron Mountain ILS localizer south course
extending from the 8.7-mile radius to 21
miles south of the Iron Mountain/Kingsford,
Ford Airport, and within 4.4 miles each side
of the Iron Mountain ILS localizer north
course extending from the 8.7-mile radius to
16 miles north of the airport.

Issued in Fort Worth, TX, on February 2,
2016.
Christopher L. Southerland,

Acting Manager, Operations Support Group,
ATO Central Service Center.

[FR Doc. 2017-03508 Filed 2—24—17; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71
[Docket No. FAA-2016-6967; Airspace
Docket No. 16—AWP-7]

Amendment of Class E Airspace;
Santa Rosa, CA

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This action modifies Class E
airspace designated as an extension to a
Class D airspace at Charles M. Schulz-
Sonoma County Airport, Santa Rosa,
CA, by reducing the northwest segment
and adding a segment southeast of the
airport, and adds part-time Notice to
Airmen (NOTAM) information. This
action also amends Class E airspace
extending upward from 700 feet above
the surface to include only that area
required for the safety and management
of Instrument Flight Rules (IFR)
operations at the airport. Further, the
proposed change to the geographic
coordinates of the airport for the Class
D and E airspace areas is not finalized
in this action because those changes
were made in a prior rulemaking.

DATES: Effective 0901 UTC, April 27,
2017. The Director of the Federal
Register approves this incorporation by
reference action under Title 1, Code of
Federal Regulations, part 51, subject to
the annual revision of FAA Order
7400.11 and publication of conforming
amendments.

ADDRESSES: FAA Order 7400.11,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, and subsequent amendments can
be viewed on line at http://
www.faa.gov/air traffic/publications/.
For further information, you can contact
the Airspace Policy Group, Federal
Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC, 20591; telephone: 202—
267—-8783. The Order is also available
for inspection at the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA).
For information on the availability of
this material at NARA, call 202-741-
6030, or go to http://www.archives.gov/
federal register/code_of federal-
regulations/ibr locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tom
Clark, Federal Aviation Administration,
Operations Support Group, Western
Service Center, 1601 Lind Avenue SW.,

Renton, WA, 98057; telephone (425)
203—-4511.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it modifies
controlled airspace at Charles M.
Schulz-Sonoma County Airport, Santa
Rosa, CA.

History

On June 24, 2016, the FAA published
in the Federal Register a notice of
proposed rulemaking (NPRM) (81 FR
41280), Docket No. FAA—-2016—6967, to
modify Class E airspace designated as
an extension to a Class D airspace, and
Class E airspace extending upward from
700 feet above the surface at Charles M.
Schulz-Sonoma County Airport, Santa
Rosa, CA. The FAA also proposed to
update the geographical coordinates of
the airport for both Class D and E
airspace areas. Interested parties were
invited to participate in this rulemaking
effort by submitting written comments
on the proposal to the FAA. No
comments were received.

Subsequent to publication, the FAA
found that the geographic coordinates of
the airport already had been amended
for Class D airspace, and Class E
airspace designated as an extension (80
FR 48686, August 14, 2015); and for
Class E airspace extending upward from
700 feet above the surface (80 FR 48426,
August 13, 2015). As the only proposed
change to the Class D airspace
information was the geographic
coordinates of the airport, the FAA is
withdrawing the Class D change from
this final rule.

Class E airspace designations are
published in paragraphs 6004 and 6005,
respectively, of FAA Order 7400.11A,
dated August 3, 2016, and effective
September 15, 2016, which is
incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
part 71.1. The Class E airspace
designation listed in this document will
be published subsequently in the Order.


http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/
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Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document amends FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016. FAA
Order 7400.11A is publicly available as
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, C, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Rule

This amendment to Title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 71
modifies Class E airspace designated as
an extension to a Class D, at Charles M.
Schulz-Sonoma County Airport, Santa
Rosa, CA, by reducing the segment
extending northwest of the airport to
within 7.4 miles of the airport (from 14
miles), and adding a segment extending
to 6.3 miles southeast of the airport.
Additionally, part-time NOTAM
language is added to the regulatory text
consistent with the effective times of the
Class D airspace area. Class E airspace
extending upward from 700 feet above
the surface is reduced to a polygon
extending approximately 11 miles
northwest, 11 miles southeast, and 12
miles south-southwest of the airport.
This action removes reference to
amending the geographic coordinates of
the airport as the coordinates are
correct. Therefore, an amendment to
Class D airspace is not necessary as it
only was correcting the airport
coordinates.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current, is non-controversial and
unlikely to result in adverse or negative
comments. It, therefore: (1) Is not a
“significant regulatory action”’Prime;
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a “‘significant rule”Prime; under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
Regulatory Evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that only affects air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

The FAA has determined that this
action qualifies for categorical exclusion
under the National Environmental
Policy Act in accordance with FAA
Order 1050.1F, “Environmental
Impacts: Policies and
Procedures,”Prime; paragraph 5-6.5a.
This airspace action is not expected to
cause any potentially significant
environmental impacts, and no
extraordinary circumstances exist that
warrant preparation of an
environmental assessment.

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

Adoption of the Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for Part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 6004. Class E Airspace Areas
Designated as an Extension to a Class D or
Class E Surface Area.

* * * * *

AWP CA E4 Santa Rosa, CA [Modified]

Santa Rosa, Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma
County Airport, CA
(Lat. 38°30’35” N., long. 122°48’46” W.)

That airspace extending upward from the
surface within 1.8 miles east and 2.8 miles
west of the 342° bearing from the Charles M.
Schulz-Sonoma County Airport, CA,
extending from the 4.3 mile radius of the
airport to 7.4 miles northwest of the airport,
and that airspace extending upward from the
surface within 1.2 miles each side of the 156°
bearing from the airport extending from the
4.3 mile radius to 6.3 miles southeast of the
airport. This Class E airspace area is effective
during the specific dates and times
established in advance by a Notice to
Airmen. The effective date and time will
thereafter be continuously published in the
Chart Supplement.

* * * * *

Paragraph 6005. Class E Airspace Areas
Extending Upward From 700 Feet or More
Above the Surface of the Earth.

* * * * *

AWP CA E5 Santa Rosa, CA [Modified]

Santa Rosa, Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma
County Airport, CA

(Lat. 38°30°35” N., long. 122°48746” W.)

That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface bounded by a line
beginning at lat. 38°42"14” N., long.
122°46’18” W.; to lat. 38°38’58” N., long.
122°5910” W.; to lat. 38°21°20” N., long.
122°5826” W.; to lat. 38°19'23” N., long.
122°54’00” W.; to lat. 38°24’00” N., long.
122°39’26” W.; thence to the point of origin.

Issued in Seattle, Washington, on February
14, 2017.
Tracey Johnson,

Manager, Operations Support Group, Western
Service Center.

[FR Doc. 2017—03549 Filed 2—24—17; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2016-9138; Airspace
Docket No. 16-AWP-13]

Amendment of Class E Airspace,
Willows, CA

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This action to modifies Class
E airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface at Willows-Glenn
County Airport, Willows, CA, for the
safety and management of Instrument
Flight Rules (IFR) operations at the
airport. Decommissioning of the
Maxwell VHF Omni-directional Range/
Tactical Air Navigation (VORTAC)
navigation aid and cancellation of
associated approaches has made this
action necessary. Also, the airport’s
geographic coordinates are adjusted to
match the current FAA aeronautical
database.

DATES: Effective 0901 UTC, April 27,
2017. The Director of the Federal
Register approves this incorporation by
reference action under Title 1, Code of
Federal Regulations, part 51, subject to
the annual revision of FAA Order
7400.11 and publication of conforming
amendments.

ADDRESSES: FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, and subsequent amendments can
be viewed on line at http://
www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/.
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For further information, you can contact
the Airspace Policy Group, Federal
Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20591; telephone: 202—
267-8783. The Order is also available
for inspection at the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA).
For information on the availability of
this material at NARA, call 202-741—
6030, or go to http://www.archives.gov/
federal register/code of federal-
regulations/ibr locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tom
Clark, Federal Aviation Administration,
Operations Support Group, Western
Service Center, 1601 Lind Avenue SW.,
Renton, WA 98057; telephone (425)
203—-4511.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it modifies
controlled airspace at Willows-Glenn
County Airport, Willows, CA, due to the
decommissioning of the Maxwell VHF
Omni-directional Range/Tactical Air
Navigation (VORTAC) navigation aid
and cancellation of associated
approaches.

History

On November 25, 2016, the FAA
published in the Federal Register (81
FR 85171), Docket FAA-2016—9138, a
notice of proposed rulemaking to
modify Class E airspace extending
upward from 700 feet above the surface
at Willows-Glenn County Airport,
Willows, CA, by removing a segment
extending 3 miles north of the Maxwell
VHF Omni-directional Range/Tactical
Air Navigation (VORTAC), which has
been decommissioned. Interested
parties were invited to participate in
this rulemaking effort by submitting
written comments on the proposal to the
FAA. No comments were received.

Class E airspace designations are
published in paragraph 6005 of FAA
Order 7400.11A, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, which
is incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
part 71.1. The Class E airspace
designation listed in this document will
be published subsequently in the Order.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document amends FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016. FAA
Order 7400.11A is publicly available as
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, G, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Rule

This amendment to Title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 71
modifies Class E airspace extending
upward from 700 feet above the surface
to within a 6.4-mile radius of Willows-
Glenn County Airport, Willows, CA by
removing a segment extending 3 miles
north of the decommissioned Maxwell
VORTAC. Additionally, the airport’s
geographic coordinates are updated to
match the current FAA aeronautical
database. These modifications are
necessary to ensure the safety and
management of IFR operations at the
airport, with a minimum degree of
airspace restriction.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current, is non-controversial and
unlikely to result in adverse or negative
comments. It, therefore: (1) Is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
Regulatory Evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that only affects air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

The FAA has determined that this
action qualifies for categorical exclusion

under the National Environmental
Policy Act in accordance with FAA
Order 1050.1F, “Environmental
Impacts: Policies and Procedures,”
paragraph 5—6.5a. This airspace action
is not expected to cause any potentially
significant environmental impacts, and
no extraordinary circumstances exist
that warrant preparation of an
environmental assessment.

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (Air).

Adoption of the Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for Part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 20186, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 6005 Class E Airspace Areas
Extending Upward From 700 Feet or More
Above the Surface of the Earth.

* * * * *

AWP CA E5 Willows, CA [Modified]
Willows-Glenn County Airport, CA
(Lat. 39°30°57” N., long. 122°13’02” W.)

That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within a 6.4-mile
radius of Willows-Glenn County Airport.

Issued in Seattle, Washington, on February
14, 2017.
Tracey Johnson,

Manager, Operations Support Group, Western
Service Center.

[FR Doc. 2017-03512 Filed 2—24—17; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2017-0015; Airspace
Docket No. 17-ASO-1]

Amendment Class E Airspace, St.
Petersburg, FL

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule; technical
amendment.

SUMMARY: This action amends Class E
surface airspace area at St. Petersburg,
FL, by updating the geographic
coordinates of St. Petersburg-Clearwater
International Airport. The boundaries
and operating requirements of the
airspace area remain the same.

DATES: Effective 0901 UTC, April 27,
2017. The Director of the Federal
Register approves this incorporation by
reference action under title 1, Code of
Federal Regulations, part 51, subject to
the annual revision of FAA Order
7400.11 and publication of conforming
amendments.

ADDRESSES: FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, and subsequent amendments can
be viewed online at http://www.faa.gov/
air_traffic/publications/. For further
information, you can contact the
Airspace Policy Group, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591;
telephone: 202-267-8783. The Order is
also available for inspection at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of FAA
Order 7400.11A at NARA, call 202-741—
6030, or go to http://www.archives.gov/
federal register/code of federal-
regulations/ibr locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John
Fornito, Operations Support Group,
Eastern Service Center, Federal Aviation
Administration, P.O. Box 20636,
Atlanta, Georgia 30320; telephone (404)
305-6364.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,

describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it amends
Class E surface area airspace at St.
Petersburg-Clearwater International
Airport, St. Petersburg, FL.

History

In a final rule published December 16,
2016 (81 FR 90976), amending the
ceiling of Class D airspace for St.
Petersburg-Clearwater International
Airport, FL, the FAA noted that the
geographic coordinates of the airport
were not updated for the Class E surface
area airspace and makes the correction
in this rulemaking.

Class E airspace designations are
published in paragraph 6002 of FAA
Order 7400.11A dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, which
is incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
part 71.1. The Class E airspace
designations listed in this document
will be published subsequently in the
Order.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document amends FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016. FAA
Order 7400.11A is publicly available as
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, C, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Rule

This action amends Title 14 Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 71 by
updating the geographic coordinates of
St. Petersburg-Clearwater International
Airport, St. Petersburg, FL, in Class E
surface area airspace to be in concert
with the FAA’s aeronautical database.

This is an administrative change and
does not affect the boundaries, or
operating requirements of the airspace,
therefore, notice and public procedure
under 5 U.S.C. 553(b) are unnecessary.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally

current. Therefore, this regulation: (1) Is
not a “‘significant regulatory action”
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a “significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
regulatory evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that only affects air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

The FAA has determined that this
action qualifies for categorical exclusion
under the National Environmental
Policy Act in accordance with FAA
Order 1050.1F, “Environmental
Impacts: Policies and Procedures,”
paragraph 5—6.5a. This airspace action
is not expected to cause any potentially
significant environmental impacts, and
no extraordinary circumstances exist
that warrant preparation of an
environmental assessment.

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

Adoption of the Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of Federal Aviation
Administration Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, effective
September 15, 2016, is amended as
follows:

Paragraph 6002 Class E Surface Area
Airspace.
* * * * *

ASOFLE2 St. Petersburg, FL. [Amended]
St. Petersburg-Clearwater International
Airport, FL
(Lat. 27°54’31” N., long. 82°41'11” W.)
Within a 4.2-mile radius of St. Petersburg-
Clearwater International Airport; excluding
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that portion within the Tampa International
Airport, FL, Class B airspace area. This Class
E airspace area is effective during the specific
dates and times established in advance by a
Notice to Airmen. The effective date and time
will thereafter be continuously published in
the Chart Supplement (previously called
Airport/Facility Directory).

Issued in College Park, Georgia, on January
31, 2017.
Ryan Almasy,

Manager, Operations Support Group, Eastern
Service Center, Air Traffic Organization.

[FR Doc. 2017-03538 Filed 2—24—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2016-9320; Airspace
Docket No. 15-AWP-2]

Establishment of Class E Airspace,
Weed, CA

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This action establishes Class
E airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface at Weed Airport,
Weed, CA, to support the development
of Area Navigation (RNAV) Global
Positioning System (GPS) Instrument
Flight Rules (IFR) operations under
standard instrument approach and
departure procedures at the airport, and
for the safety and management of
controlled airspace within the National
Airspace System.

DATES: Effective 0901 UTC, June 22,
2017. The Director of the Federal
Register approves this incorporation by
reference action under Title 1, Code of
Federal Regulations, part 51, subject to
the annual revision of FAA Order
7400.11 and publication of conforming
amendments.

ADDRESSES: FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, and subsequent amendments can
be viewed on line at http://
www.faa.gov/air traffic/publications/.
For further information, you can contact
the Airspace Policy Group, Federal
Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20591; telephone: 202—
267—-8783. The Order is also available
for inspection at the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA).
For information on the availability of
this material at NARA, call 202-741-
6030, or go to http://www.archives.gov/

federal register/code_of federal-
regulations/ibr_locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tom
Clark, Federal Aviation Administration,
Operations Support Group, Western
Service Center, 1601 Lind Avenue SW.,
Renton, WA 98057; telephone (425)
203—-4511.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it establishes
controlled airspace at Weed Airport,
Weed, CA, to support the development
of RNAV GPS IFR operations under
standard instrument approach and
departure procedures at the airport.

History

On December 6, 2016, the FAA
published in the Federal Register (81
FR 87856), Docket FAA—-2016-9320, a
notice of proposed rulemaking to
establish Class E airspace extending
upward from 700 feet above the surface
at Weed Airport, Weed, CA. Interested
parties were invited to participate in
this rulemaking effort by submitting
written comments on the proposal to the
FAA. No comments were received.

Class E airspace designations are
published in paragraph 6005 of FAA
Order 7400.11A, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, which
is incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
part 71.1. The Class E airspace
designation listed in this document will
be published subsequently in the Order.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document amends FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016. FAA
Order 7400.11A is publicly available as
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists

Class A, B, C, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Rule

This amendment to Title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 71
establishes Class E airspace extending
upward from 700 feet above the surface
within a 4.3-mile radius of Weed
Airport, with a segment extending from
the 4.3-mile radius to 6 miles north of
the airport. This airspace is established
to accommodate new RNAV (GPS)
standard instrument approach and
departure procedures developed for IFR
operations the airport.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current, is non-controversial and
unlikely to result in adverse or negative
comments. It, therefore: (1) Is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
Regulatory Evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that only affects air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

The FAA has determined that this
action qualifies for categorical exclusion
under the National Environmental
Policy Act in accordance with FAA
Order 1050.1F, “Environmental
Impacts: Policies and Procedures,”
paragraph 5—6.5a. This airspace action
is not expected to cause any potentially
significant environmental impacts, and
no extraordinary circumstances exist
that warrant preparation of an
environmental assessment.

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

Adoption of the Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows:


http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
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PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for Part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 6005 Class E Airspace Areas
Extending Upward From 700 Feet or More
Above the Surface of the Earth.

* * * * *

AWP CAE5 Weed, CA [New]
Weed Airport, CA

(Lat. 41°28’51” N., long. 122°27'16” W.)
That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within a 4.3-mile
radius of Weed Airport, and within 2 miles
each side of the 348° bearing from the airport
4.3-mile radius to 6 miles north of the
airport.

Issued in Seattle, Washington, on February
14, 2017.
Tracey Johnson,

Manager, Operations Support Group, Western
Service Center.

[FR Doc. 2017-03513 Filed 2—-24—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. 2016-8926; Amendment No.
71-48]

RIN 2120-AA66

Airspace Designations; Incorporation
by Reference Amendments

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule, technical
amendment.

SUMMARY: This action incorporates
certain amendments into FAA Order
7400.11A, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, for
incorporation by reference in 14 CFR
71.1.

DATES: Effective date 0901 UTC
February 27, 2017. The Director of the
Federal Register approves this
incorporation by reference action under

1 CFR part 51, subject to the annual
revision of FAA Order 7400.11 and
publication of conforming amendments.

ADDRESSES: FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, and subsequent amendments can
be viewed on line at http://
www.faa.gov/airtraffic/publications/.
For further information, you can contact
the Airspace Policy Group, Federal
Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20591; telephone: (202)
267-8783. The Order is also available
for inspection at the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA).
For information on the availability of
FAA Order 7400.11A at NARA, call
(202) 741-6030, or go to http://
www.archives.gov/federal register/
code of federal-regulations/ibr_
locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sarah A. Combs, Airspace Policy Group,
Office of Airspace Services, Federal
Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20591; telephone: (202)
267—-8783.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of the airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it makes the
necessary updates for airspace areas
within the National Airspace System.

History

Federal Aviation Administration
Airspace Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1, is published yearly. Amendments
referred to as “effective date straddling
amendments’”” were published under
Order 7400.9Z (dated August 6, 2015,
and effective September 15, 2015), but
became effective under Order 7400.11A
(dated August 3, 2016, and effective

September 15, 2016). This action
incorporates these rules into the current
FAA Order 7400.11A.

Accordingly, as this is an
administrative correction to update final
rule amendments into FAA Order
7400.11A, notice and public procedure
under 5 U.S.C. 553(b) are unnecessary.
Also, to bring these rules and legal
descriptions current, I find that good
cause exists, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), for
making this amendment effective in less
than 30 days.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document amends FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016. FAA
Order 7400.11A is publicly available as
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, G, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Rule

This action amends title 14 Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR) Part 71 to
incorporate certain final rules into the
current FAA Order 7400.11A, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 3, 2016, and effective
September 15, 2016, which are depicted
on aeronautical charts.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current. It, therefore: (1) Is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
regulatory evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that only affects air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71
Airspace, Incorporation by reference,

Navigation (air).

Adoption of the Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows:


http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.faa.gov/airtraffic/publications/
http://www.faa.gov/airtraffic/publications/

Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 37/Monday, February 27, 2017/Rules and Regulations

11815

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. Section 71.1 is revised to read as
follows:

For Docket No. FAA—2015-5800;
Airspace Docket No. 15-AGL-21 (81 FR
34267, May 31, 2016). On page 34267,
column 1, line 32, under DATES; and on
page 34267, column 1, line 53, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9. . .” and add in its place *“. . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
34267, column 1, line 35, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 34267, column
2, line 49 and line 52, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 34267, column 2, line 36, under
History; and on page 34267, column 2,
line 46, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
34267, column 3, line 4, under The
Rule; and on page 34268, column 1, line
3, under Amendatory Instruction 2
remove ‘. . . FAA Order 7400.9Z,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 6, 2015, and
effective September 15, 2015, . . .” and
add in its place “. . .FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.

For Docket No. FAA-2016—-0526;
Airspace Docket No. 16-ASW-3 (81 FR
34879, June 1, 2016). On page 34879,
column 3, line 18, under DATES; and on
page 34879, column 3, line 39, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9 . . .” and add in its place “. . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
34879, column 3, line 21 and line 34,
under ADDRESSES; and on page 34880,
column 1, line 58 and line 61, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.114,. . .”. On
page 34880, column 1, line 45, under
History; and on page 34880, column 1,
line 55, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
34880, column 3, line 14, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .

FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016—-0525;
Airspace Docket No. 16-AGL-1 (81 FR
34880, June 1, 2016). On page 34881,
column 1, line 14, under DATES; and on
page 34881, column 1, line 35, under
ADDRESSES remove ‘. . . FAA Order
7400.9. . .” and add in its place ““. . .
FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On page
34881, column 1, line 17 and line 30,
under ADDRESSES; and on page 34881,
column 2, line 33 and line 36, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.114A,. . .”.On
page 34881, column 2, line 20, under
History; and on page 34881, column 2,
line 30, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
34881, column 3, line 49, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-0449;
Airspace Docket No. 16—ASW-2 (81 FR
36140, June 6, 2016). On page 36140,
column 3, line 33, under DATES; and on
page 36140, column 3, line 54, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9 . . .” and add in its place . . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
36140, column 3, line 36 and line 49,
under ADDRESSES; and on page 36141,
column 1, line 48 and line 51, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”. On
page 36141, column 1, line 35, under
History; and on page 36141, column 1,
line 45, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
36141, column 3, line 3, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place ““. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting

Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2015-7857;
Airspace Docket No. 15-ASW-22 (81 FR
36141, June 6, 2016). On page 36142,
column 1, line 29, under DATES; and on
page 36142, column 1, line 50, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9 . . .” and add in its place “. . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
36142, column 1, line 32 and line 45,
under ADDRESSES; and on page 36142,
column 3, line 12 and line 15, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 36142, column 2, line 67, under
History; and on page 36142, column 3,
line 9, under Availability and Summary
of Documents for Incorporation by
Reference; and on page 36143, column
2, line 6, under Amendatory Instruction
2 remove “. . . FAA Order 7400.9Z,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 6, 2015, and
effective September 15, 2015, . . .” and
add in its place “. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-0149;
Airspace Docket No. 15-AWA-8 (81 FR
37126, June 9, 2016). On page 37126,
column 3, line 14, under DATES; and on
page 37126, column 3, line 34, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9 . . .” and add in its place “. . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
37126, column 3, line 16 and line 29,
under ADDRESSES; and on page 37127,
column 1, line 25 and line 28, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 37127, column 1, line 11, under
History; and on page 37127, column 1,
line 22, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
37127, column 2, line 34, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA—-2015—4452;
Airspace Docket No. 15-AWA-7 (81 FR
37127, June 9, 2016). On page 37127,
column 3, line 33, under DATES; and on
page 37127, column 3, line 53, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
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7400.9 . . .” and add in its place . . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
37127, column 3, line 35 and line 48,
under ADDRESSES; and on page 37128,
column 1, line 40 and line 43, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.114A,. . .”. On
page 37128, column 1, line 37, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference; and on page 37128, column
2, line 20, under The Rule; and on page
37128, column 3, line 19, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-5573;
Airspace Docket No. 16—ASO-7 (81 FR
38580, June 14, 2016). On page 38580,
column 2, line 52, under DATES; and on
page 38580, column 3, line 9, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9 . . .” and add in its place . . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
38580, column 2, line 54 and column 3,
line 5, under ADDRESSES; and on page
38581, column 1, line 7 and line 10,
under Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A, . . .”. On
page 38580, column 3, line 59, under
History; and on page 38581, column 1,
line 4, under Availability and Summary
of Documents for Incorporation by
Reference; and on page 38581, column
2, line 19, under Amendatory
Instruction 2 remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 6, 2015,
and effective September 15, 2015, . . .”
and add in its place “. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,

and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.

For Docket No. FAA—2015-3085;
Airspace Docket No. 15-ASW-2 (81 FR
39182, June 16, 2016). On page 39182,
column 2, line 53, under DATES; and on
page 39182, column 3, line 14, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9. . .” and add in its place *“. . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
39182, column 2, line 56 and column 3,
line 9, under ADDRESSES; and on page
39183, column 1, line 14 and line 17,
under Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order

7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A, . . .”. On
page 39182, column 3, line 66, under
History; and on page 39183, column 1,
line 11, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
39183, column 2, line 34, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place ““. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-0021;
Airspace Docket No. 16-ANM-1 (81 FR
39556, June 17, 2016). On page 39556,
column 2, line 12, under DATES; and on
page 39556, column 2, line 34, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9. . .” and add in its place . . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
39556, column 2, line 15 and line 28,
under ADDRESSES; and on page 39556,
column 3, line 31 and line 34, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.114, . . .”. On
page 39556, column 3, line 18, under
History; and on page 39556, column 3,
line 28, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
39556, column 3, line 52, under The
Rule; and on page 39557, column 1, line
46, under Amendatory Instruction 2
remove “. . . FAA Order 7400.9Z,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 6, 2015, and
effective September 15, 2015, . . .” and
add in its place ““. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016—-0071;
Airspace Docket No. 16—ASO-1 (81 FR
40164, June 21, 2016). On page 40164,
column 2, line 17, under DATES; and on
page 40164, column 2, line 38, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9. . .” and add in its place “. . .
FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On page
40164, column 2, line 20 and line 33,
under ADDRESSES; and on page 40164,
column 3, line 32 and line 35, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A, . . .”. On
page 40164, column 3, line 18, under
History; and on page 40164, column 3,
line 29, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for

Incorporation by Reference; and on page
40165, column 1, line 54, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA—2015-8304;
Airspace Docket No. 15-AEA-15 (81 FR
41211, June 24, 2016). On page 41211,
column 1, line 45, under DATES; and on
page 41211, column 2, line 5, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9 . . .” and add in its place . . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
41211, column 1, line 48 and line 61,
under ADDRESSES; and on page 41211,
column 3, line 20 and line 23, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 41211, column 3, line 6, under
History; and on page 41211, column 3,
line 17, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
41212, column 1, line 41, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2015-5800;
Airspace Docket No. 15-AGL-21 (81 FR
41212, June 24, 2016). On page 41212,
column 3, line 9, under DATES; and on
page 41212, column 3, line 30, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9 . . .” and add in its place “. . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
41212, column 3, line 12, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 41213, column
1, line 22 and line 25, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 41213, column 1, line 8, under
History; and on page 41213, column 1,
line 19, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
41213, column 1, line 42, under The
Rule; and on page 41213, column 2, line
38, under Amendatory Instruction 2
remove “. . . FAA Order 7400.9Z,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 6, 2015, and
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effective September 15, 2015,. . .” and
add in its place “. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2015-3994;
Airspace Docket No. 15-ANM-23 (81
FR 41798, June 28, 2016). On page
41798, column 1, line 61, under DATES;
and on page 41798, column 2, line 20,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 41798, column 2, line 1 and line
15, under ADDRESSES; and on page
41798, column 3, line 13 and line 16,
under Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”. On
page 41798, column 2, line 66, under
History; and on page 41798, column 3,
line 10, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
41799, column 1, line 32, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA—2016—4234;
Airspace Docket No. 16-ACE-3 (81 FR
43038, July 1, 2016). On page 43038,
column 3, line 27, under DATES; and on
page 43038, column 3, line 48, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9 . . .” and add in its place “. . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
43038, column 3, line 30 and line 43,
under ADDRESSES; and on page 43039,
column 1, line 56 and line 59, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 43039, column 1, line 43, under
History; and on page 43039, column 1,
line 53, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
43039, column 3, line 19, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016—4429;
Airspace Docket No. 16-ASW-8 (81 FR

45407, July 14, 2016). On page 45407,
column 3, line 53, under DATES; and on
page 45408, column 1, line 12, under
ADDRESSES remove ‘. . . FAA Order
7400.9 . . .” and add in its place . . .
FAA Order 7400.11 . . .”. On page
45407, column 3, line 56 and on page
45408 column 1, line 7, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 45408, column
2, line 13 and line 16, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.114A,. . .”.On
page 45408, column 1, line 76, under
History; and on page 45408, column 2,
line 10, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
45408, column 3, line 48, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2015-7203;
Airspace Docket No. 15-AS0-14 (81 FR
47287, July 21, 2016). On page 47287,
column 2, line 41, under DATES remove
“. . .FAA Order 7400.9 . . .” and add
in its place ““. . . FAA Order 7400.11
. . .”. On page 47287, column 3, line 19
and, line 22, under ADDRESSES remove
“. . .FAA Order 7400.9Z,. . .” and
add in its place “. . . FAA Order
7400.114A, . . .”. On page 47287,
column 3, line 5, under History; and on
page 47287, column 3, line 16, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 6, 2015,
and effective September 15, 2015, . . .”
and add in its place “. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016—4291;
Airspace Docket No. 16—AGL-7 (81 FR
50613, August 2, 2016). On page 50613,
column 3, line 11, under DATES; and on
page 450613, column 3, line 32, under
ADDRESSES remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9. . .” and add in its place “. . .
FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On page
50613, column 3, line 14 and line 27,
under ADDRESSES; and on page 50614,
column 1, line 46 and line 49, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A, . . .”. On

page 50614, column 1, line 33, under
History; and on page 50614, column 1,
line 43, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
50614, column 3, line 26, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016—4271;
Airspace Docket No. 16—-AGL-6 (81 FR
52761, August 10, 2016). On page
52761, column 1, line 49, under DATES;
and on page 52761, column 2, line 7,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 52761, column 1, line 52 and
column 2, line 3, under ADDRESSES; and
on page 52761, column 3, line 9 and
line 12, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference remove
“. . .FAA Order 7400.9Z, . . .” and
add in its place ““. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, . . .”. On page 52761,
column 2, line 62, under History; and
on page 52761, column 3, line 6, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference; and on page 52762, column
1, line 40, under Amendatory
Instruction 2 remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 6, 2015,
and effective September 15, 2015, . . .”
and add in its place ““. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016—4236;
Airspace Docket No. 16-ASW-5 (81 FR
52762, August 10, 2016). On page
52762, column 1, line 55, under DATES;
and on page 52762, column 3, line 19,

under ADDRESSES remove ‘. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .”” and add in its place
“, . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On

page 52762, column 3, line 1 and line
14, under ADDRESSES; and on page
52763, column 1, line 11 and line 14,
under Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place

“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 52762, column 3, line 64, under
History; and on page 52763, column 1,
line 8, under Availability and Summary
of Documents for Incorporation by
Reference; and on page 52763, column
2, line 19, under Amendatory
Instruction 2 remove ““. . . FAA Order
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7400.9Z, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 6, 2015,
and effective September 15, 2015, . . .”
and add in its place “. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-5856;
Airspace Docket No. 16—AGL-9 (81 FR
52991, August 11, 2016). On page
52991, column 3, line 34, under DATES;
and on page 52991, column 3, line 55,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 52991, column 3, line 37, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 52992, column
1, line 51 and line 54, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 52992, column 1, line 37, under
History; and on page 52992, column 1,
line 48, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
52992, column 2, line 11, under The
Rule; and on page 52992, column 3, line
12, under Amendatory Instruction 2
remove “. . . FAA Order 7400.9Z,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 6, 2015, and
effective September 15, 2015, . . .” and
add in its place “. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016—4629;
Airspace Docket No. 16—AGL-8 (81 FR
52992, August 11, 2016). On page
52993, column 1, line 19, under DATES;
and on page 52993, column 1, line 40,
under ADDRESSES remove ‘. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 52993, column 1, line 22 and line
35, under ADDRESSES; and on page
52993, column 2, line 45 and line 48,
under Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.114A,. . .”. On
page 52993, column 2, line 32, under
History; and on page 52993, column 2,
line 42, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
52994, column 1, line 18, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting

Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-5456;
Airspace Docket No. 16—AGL-11 (81 FR
53262, August 12, 2016). On page
53262, column 1, line 27, under DATES;
and on page 53262, column 1, line 48,

under ADDRESSES remove . . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On

page 53262, column 1, line 30, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 53262, column
2, line 47 and line 50, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 53262, column 2, line 33, under
History; and on page 53262, column 2,
line 44, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
53262, column 3, line 2, under The
Rule; and on page 53263 column 1, line
3, under Amendatory Instruction 2
remove ‘. . . FAA Order 7400.9Z,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 6, 2015, and
effective September 15, 2015, . . .”” and
add in its place “. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-5386;
Airspace Docket No. 16-AGL-12 (81 FR
53263, August 12, 2016). On page
53263, column 1, line 48, under DATES;
and on page 53263, column 2, line 11,

under ADDRESSES remove . . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On

page 53263, column 1, line 51, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 53263, column
3, line 7 and line 10, under Availability
and Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference remove
“. . .FAA Order 7400.97,. . .” and
add in its place ““. . . FAA Order
7400.114,. . .”. On page 53263,
column 2, line 57, under History; and
on page 53263, column 3, line 4, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference; and on page 53263, column
3, line 27, under The Rule; and on page
53264, column 1, line 23, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove . . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place ““. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-1074;
Airspace Docket No. 16—-ASO-3 (81 FR
53264, August 12, 2016). On page

553264, column 2, line 8, under DATES;
and on page 53264, column 2, line 29,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 53264, column 2, line 11 and line
29, under ADDRESSES; and on page
53264, column 3, line 18 and line 21,
under Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”. On
page 53264, column 3, line 4, under
History; and on page 53264, column 3,
line 15, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
53265, column 1, line 21, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-5387;
Airspace Docket No. 16-AGL-13 (81 FR
53265, August 12, 2016). On page
53265, column 2, line 6, under DATES;
and on page 53265, column 2, line 27,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 53265, column 2, line 9, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 53265, column
3, line 12 and line 15, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 53265, column 3, line 9, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference; and on page 53265, column
3, line 33, under The Rule; and on page
53266, column 1, line 32, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016—-3937;
Airspace Docket No. 16-AWA-1 (81 FR
53912, August 15, 2016). On page
53912, column 2, line 26, under DATES;
and on page 53912, column 2, line 46,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 53912, column 2, line 28 and line
41, under ADDRESSES; and on page
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53912, column 3, line 34 and line 37,
under Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.114A,. . .”. On
page 53912, column 3, line 31, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference; and on page 53913, column
1, line 2, under The Rule; and on page
53913, column 2, line 23, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-7467;
Airspace Docket No. 16-AWA-2 (81 FR
53913, August 15, 2016). On page
53913, column 3, line 27, under DATES;
and on page 53913, column 3, line 48,
under ADDRESSES remove ‘. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 53913, column 3, line 30 and line
43, under ADDRESSES; and on page
53914, column 1, line 55 and line 58,
under Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A, . . .”. On
page 53914, column 1, line 41, under
History; and on page 53914, column 1,
line 52, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
53914, column 3, line 28, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-7416;
Airspace Docket No. 16-AWA-5 (81 FR
53915, August 15, 2016). On page
53915, column 1, line 27, under DATES;
and on page 53915, column 1, line 48,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 53915, column 1, line 30 and line
43, under ADDRESSES; and on page
53915, column 2, line 55 and line 58,
under Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.114A,. . .”. On
page 53915, column 2, line 41, under

History; and on page 53915, column 2,
line 52, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
53916, column 1, line 30, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2015-3599;
Airspace Docket No. 15-AGL-14 (81 FR
58382, August 25, 2016). On page
58382, column 3, line 16, under DATES;
and on page 58382, column 3, line 37,

under ADDRESSES remove ‘. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On

page 58382, column 3, line 19, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 58383, column
1, line 24 and line 27, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.114,. . .”. On
page 58383, column 1, line 21, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference; and on page 58383, column
1, line 46, under The Rule; and on page
58383, column 2, line 43, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place ““. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-3785;
Airspace Docket No. 16-ASW-9 (81 FR
58383, August 25, 2016). On page
58383, column 3, line 33, under DATES;
and on page 58383, column 3, line 54,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 58383, column 3, line 36, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 58384, column
1, line 51 and line 54, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A, . . .”. On
page 58384, column 1, line 37, under
History; and on page 58384, column 1,
line 48, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
58384, column 2, line 6, under The
Rule; and on page 58384, column 3, line
6, under Amendatory Instruction 2

remove “. . . FAA Order 7400.9Z,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 6, 2015, and
effective September 15, 2015, . . .” and
add in its place ““. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-7002;
Airspace Docket No. 16—-ACE-5 (81 FR
62002, September 8, 2016). On page
62002, column 1, line 24, under DATES;
and on page 62002, column 1, line 45,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 62002, column 1, line 27, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 62002, column
2, line 43 and line 46, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 62002, column 2, line 29, under
History; and on page 62002, column 2,
line 40, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
62002, column 2, line 63, under The
Rule; and on page 62002, column 3, line
59, under Amendatory Instruction 2
remove “. . . FAA Order 7400.9Z,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 6, 2015, and
effective September 15, 2015, . . .” and
add in its place “. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.
For Docket No. FAA-2016-6115;
Airspace Docket No. 16—AGL-14 (81 FR
62003, September 8, 2016). On page
62003, column 1, line 40, under DATES;
and on page 62003, column 2, line 1,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 62003, column 1, line 43, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 62003, column
2, line 60 and line 63, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove ““. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 62003, column 2, line 46, under
History; and on page 62003, column 2,
line 57, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
62003, column 3, line 14, under The
Rule; and on page 62004, column 1, line
12, under Amendatory Instruction 2
remove “. . . FAA Order 7400.9Z,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 6, 2015, and
effective September 15, 2015, . . .” and
add in its place “. . . FAA Order
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7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.

For Docket No. FAA-2015—4133;
Airspace Docket No. 15-ANM-27 (81
FR 62807, September 12, 2016). On page
62807, column 1, line 27, under DATES;
and on page 62807, column 1, line 47,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .”” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 62807, column 1, line 30 and line
43, under ADDRESSES; and on page
62807, column 2, line 62 and line 65,
under Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z, . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 62807, column 2, line 49, under
History; and on page 62807, column 2,
line 65, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
62808, column 2, line 3, under
Amendatory Instruction 2 remove “. . .
FAA Order 7400.9Z, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 6, 2015, and effective
September 15, 2015, . . .” and add in
its place “. . . FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.

For Docket No. FAA-2016-6006;
Airspace Docket No. 15-AGL-3 (81 FR
62810, September 13, 2016). On page
62810, column 1, line 38, under DATES;
and on page 62810, column 1, line 59,
under ADDRESSES remove “. . . FAA
Order 7400.9 . . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11. . .”. On
page 62810, column 1, line 41, under
ADDRESSES; and on page 62810, column
2, line 57 and line 60, under
Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference remove “. . . FAA Order
7400.9Z,. . .” and add in its place
“. . .FAA Order 7400.11A,. . .”.On
page 62810, column 2, line 44, under
History; and on page 62810, column 2,
line 54, under Availability and
Summary of Documents for
Incorporation by Reference; and on page
62810, column 3, line 17, under The
Rule; and on page 62811, column 1, line
16, under Amendatory Instruction 2
remove “. . . FAA Order 7400.9Z,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 6, 2015, and
effective September 15, 2015, . . .” and
add in its place ““. . . FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, . . .”.

Issued in Washington, DC, on February 13,
2017.

Leslie M. Swann,

Acting Manager, Airspace Policy Group.
[FR Doc. 2017—03521 Filed 2—24-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2015-3835; Airspace
Docket No. 14-ASW-13]

RIN 2120-AA66

Amendment of Air Traffic Service
(ATS) Routes; Southwest Oklahoma

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This action modifies 3 VHF
Omnidirectional Range (VOR) Federal
airways (V-140, V=272, and V-440) in
the vicinity of Sayre, OK. The FAA is
taking this action due to the scheduled
decommissioning of the Sayre, OK,
VOR/Tactical Air Navigation (VORTAC)
facility that provides navigation
guidance for a portion of the airways
listed. This action enhances the enroute
structure within the National Airspace
System.

DATES: Effective date 0901 UTC, April
27, 2017. The Director of the Federal
Register approves this incorporation by
reference action under title 1, Code of
Federal Regulations, part 51, subject to
the annual revision of FAA, Order
7400.11 and publication of conforming
amendments.

ADDRESSES: FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, and subsequent amendments can
be viewed online at http://www.faa.gov/
air_traffic/publications/. For further
information, you can contact the
Airspace Policy Group, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591;
telephone: (202) 267-8783. The Order is
also available for inspection at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of FAA
Order 7400.11A at NARA, call (202)
741-6030, or go to http://
www.archives.gov/federal register/
code of federal-regulations/ibr_
locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Colby Abbott, Airspace Policy Group,
Office of Airspace Services, Federal
Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20591; telephone: (202)
267-8783.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority.

This rulemaking is promulgated
under the authority described in
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart I, Section
40103. Under that section, the FAA is
charged with prescribing regulations to
assign the use of the airspace necessary
to ensure the safety of aircraft and the
efficient use of airspace. This regulation
is within the scope of that authority as
it would amend the route structure as
required to preserve the safe and
efficient flow of air traffic in the vicinity
of Sayre, OK.

History

On October 20, 2015, the FAA
published in the Federal Register a
notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM)
(80 FR 63473), Docket No. FAA-2015—
3835, to amend VOR Federal airways V—
140, V=272, and V—440 due to the
scheduled decommissioning of the
Sayre VORTAC. Interested parties were
invited to participate in this rulemaking
effort by submitting written comments
on the proposal. One comment was
received.

Discussion of Comments

The comment received was in regard
to navigation aid signal reception
coverage along the proposed realigned
airway segments being sufficient enough
for navigation. The commenter noted
that low altitude VORs, like the Sayre
and Burns Flat, OK, VORTAC facilities
were only certified to 40 nautical miles
(NM). He also stated that the distance of
V-440 between the Sayre and
Panhandle, TX, VORTACs was 102 NM
and had already stretched the approved
reception of the two VORs from 80 NM
to 102 NM. The commenter offered that
moving airway operations from the
Sayre VORTAC to the Burns Flat
VORTAC would only increase the
reception distance further and possibly
cause loss of navigation reception while
on the airway. He recommended the
FAA test the reception along the new
proposed airway and confirm the airway
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amendment would have sufficient
navigation reception.

In response to the comment received,
the FAA accomplished an extended
service volume (ESV) analysis of the
VORTAG:s supporting all the proposed
amendments and determined that the
navigation aid signal reception along the
proposed VOR Federal airway route
segments fell within historical signal
reception coverages for the area. FAA
flight check evaluation of the amended
route segments confirmed there is
satisfactory navigation aid signal
coverage along the new routes.

VOR Federal airways are published in
paragraph 6010 of FAA Order 7400.11A
dated August 3, 2016, and effective
September 15, 2016, which is
incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The VOR Federal airways listed in
this document will be subsequently
published in the Order.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document amends FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016. FAA
Order 7400.11A is publicly available as
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, G, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Rule

The FAA is amending Title 14, Code
of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 71
to modify three VOR Federal airways
(V=140, V=272, and V—440) in the
vicinity of Sayre, OK, due to the
scheduled decommissioning of the
Sayre VORTAC. The route
modifications are outlined below.

V-140: V-140 extends from the
Panhandle VORTAC to the Casanova,
VA, VORTAC. The route segment
between the Panhandle and Kingfisher,
OK, VORTAG:s is amended to proceed
over the Burns Flat VORTAC.

V-272:V-272 extends from the
Dalhart, TX, VORTAC to the Fort Smith,
AR, VORTAC. The route segment
between the Borger and Will Rogers
VORTAG:s is amended to proceed over
the Burns Flat VORTAC.

V-440: V-440 extends from the
Panhandle VORTAC to the Will Rogers
VORTAC. The route segment between
the BRISC and CARFF fixes is amended
to proceed over the Burns Flat
VORTAC. Additionally, the intersecting
NAVAID radial information used to
describe the BRISC fix is updated using
the Panhandle VORTAC 070°(T) and
Burns Flat VORTAC 288°(T) radials and

the intersecting NAVAID radial
information used to describe the CARFF
fix is updated using the Burns Flat
VORTAC 103°(T) and Will Rogers
VORTAC 248°(T) radials.

All radials in the regulatory text route
descriptions below are stated in True
degrees.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current. It, therefore: (1) Is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under Department of
Transportation (DOT) Regulatory
Policies and Procedures (44 FR 11034;
February 26, 1979); and (3) does not
warrant preparation of a regulatory
evaluation as the anticipated impact is
so minimal. Since this is a routine
matter that only affects air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

The FAA has determined that this
action of modifying three VOR Federal
airways near Sayre, OK qualifies for
categorical exclusion under the National
Environmental Policy Act (40 CFR part
1500) and in accordance with FAA
Order 1050.1F, Environmental Impacts:
Policies and Procedures, paragraph 5—
6.5a which categorically excludes from
further environmental review
rulemaking actions that designate or
modify classes of airspace areas,
airways, routes, and reporting points
(see 14 CFR part 71, Designation of
Class A, B, G, D, and E Airspace Areas;
Air Traffic Service Routes; and
Reporting Points). Therefore, this action
is not expected to cause any potentially
significant environmental impacts. Also
in accordance with FAA Order 1050.1F,
paragraph 5-2 regarding Extraordinary
Circumstances, this action has been
reviewed for factors and circumstances
in which a normally categorically
excluded action may have a significant
environmental impact requiring further
analysis, and it is determined that no
extraordinary circumstances exist that
warrant preparation of an
environmental assessment.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

The Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 6010(a) Domestic VOR Federal

Airways
* * * * *
V-140 [Amended]

From Panhandle, TX; Burns Flat, OK;
Kingfisher, OK; INT Kingfisher 072° and
Tulsa, OK, 261° radials; Tulsa; Razorback,
AR; Harrison, AR; Walnut Ridge, AR;
Dyersburg, TN; Nashville, TN; Livingston,
TN; London, KY; Hazard, KY; Bluefield, WV;
INT Bluefield 071° and Montebello, VA, 250°
radials; Montebello; to Casanova, VA.

* * * * *

V-272 [Amended]

From Dalhart, TX; Borger, TX; Burns Flat,
OK; Will Rogers, OK; INT Will Rogers 113°
and McAlester, OK, 286° radials; McAlester;
to Fort Smith, AR.

* * * * *

V-440 [Amended]

From Panhandle, TX; INT Panhandle 070°
and Burns Flat, OK, 288° radials; Burns Flat;
INT Burns Flat 103° and Will Rogers, OK,
248° radials; to Will Rogers.

* * * * *

Issued in Washington, DC, on February 16,
2017.

Leslie M. Swann,

Acting Manager, Airspace Policy Group.
[FR Doc. 2017-03542 Filed 2—24-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2016-9193; Airspace
Docket No. 16-AGL—-26]
Establishment of Class E Airspace;
Wessington Springs, SD

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This action establishes Class
E airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface at Wessington
Springs Airport, Wessington Springs,
SD. Controlled airspace is necessary to
accommodate new Standard Instrument
Approach Procedures developed at
Wessington Springs Airport, for the
safety and management of Instrument
Flight Rules (IFR) operations at the
airport.

DATES: Effective 0901 UTC, April 27,
2017. The Director of the Federal
Register approves this incorporation by
reference action under Title 1, Code of
Federal Regulations, part 51, subject to
the annual revision of FAA Order
7400.11 and publication of conforming
amendments.

ADDRESSES: FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, and subsequent amendments can
be viewed online at http://www.faa.gov/
air_traffic/publications/. For further
information, you can contact the
Airspace Policy Group, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591;
telephone: 202—267-8783. The Order is
also available for inspection at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of FAA
Order 7400.11A at NARA, call 202-741—
6030, or go to http://www.archives.gov/
federal register/code_of federal-
regulations/ibr locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rebecca Shelby, Federal Aviation
Administration, Operations Support
Group, Central Service Center, 10101
Hillwood Parkway, Fort Worth, TX
76177; telephone (817) 222-5857.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.

Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it establishes
Class E airspace at Wessington Springs
Airport, Wessington Springs, SD.

History

On November 16, 2016, the FAA
published in the Federal Register a
notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM)
to establish Class E Airspace extending
upward from 700 feet above the surface
at Wessington Springs Airport,
Wessington Springs, SD (81FR 80618)
FAA-2016-9193. Interested parties
were invited to participate in this
rulemaking effort by submitting written
comments on the proposal to the FAA.
No comments were received.

Class E airspace designations are
published in paragraph 6005 of FAA
Order 7400.11A, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, which
is incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The Class E airspace designations
listed in this document will be
published subsequently in the Order.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document amends FAA Order
7400.11A, Airspace Designations and
Reporting Points, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016. FAA
Order 7400.11A is publicly available as
listed in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, G, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Rule

This amendment to Title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 71
establishes Class E airspace extending
upward from 700 feet above the surface
within a 6.5-mile radius of Wessington
Springs Airport, Wessington Springs,
SD, to accommodate new standard
instrument approach procedures.
Controlled airspace is needed for the
safety and management of IFR
operations at the airport.

Class E airspace areas are published
in Section 6005 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
dated August 3, 2016, and effective
September 15, 2016, which is

incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The Class E airspace designation
listed in this document will be
published subsequently in the Order.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current, is non-controversial and
unlikely to result in adverse or negative
comments. It, therefore: (1) Is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
Regulatory Evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that only affects air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this rule, when
promulgated, does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

The FAA has determined that this
action qualifies for categorical exclusion
under the National Environmental
Policy Act in accordance with FAA
Order 1050.1F, “Environmental
Impacts: Policies and Procedures,”
paragraph 5-6.5a. This airspace action
is not expected to cause any potentially
significant environmental impacts, and
no extraordinary circumstances exist
that warrant preparation of an
environmental assessment.

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

Adoption of the Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for part 71
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,

40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
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effective September 15, 20186, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 6005 Class E Airspace Areas
Extending Upward From 700 Feet or More
Above the Surface of the Earth.

* * * * *

AGL SD E5 Wessington Springs, SD [New]
Wessington Springs Airport, SD
(Lat. 44°03’43” N., long. 098°31'56” W.)

That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within a 6.5-mile
radius of Wessington Springs Airport

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on February
9, 2017.
Vonnie L. Royal,

Acting Manager, Operations Support Group,
ATO Central Service Center.

[FR Doc. 2017-03543 Filed 2—24—17; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Office of Natural Resources Revenue

30 CFR Parts 1202 and 1206

[Docket No. ONRR-2012-0004; DS63644000
DR2000000.CH7000 178D0102R2]

RIN 1012-AA13

Postponement of Effectiveness of the
Consolidated Federal Oil & Gas and
Federal & Indian Coal Valuation
Reform 2017 Valuation Rule

AGENCY: Office of Natural Resources
Revenue (ONRR), Interior.

ACTION: Notification; postponement of
effectiveness.

SUMMARY: On July 1, 2016, the Office of
Natural Resources Revenue (ONRR)
published the Consolidated Federal Oil
& Gas and Federal & Indian Coal
Valuation Final Rule (2017 Valuation
Rule or Rule) in the Federal Register.
On December 29, 2016, three separate
petitions challenging the 2017 Valuation
Rule were filed in the United States
District Court for the District of
Wyoming. In light of the existence and
potential consequences of the pending
litigation, ONRR has concluded that
justice requires it to postpone the
effectiveness of the 2017 Valuation Rule
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 705 of the
Administrative Procedure Act, pending
judicial review.

DATES: February 27, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Peter Christnacht, Royalty Valuation
team B, at 303—-231-3651 or email to
peter.christnacht@onrr.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July 1,
2016, ONRR published the 2017
Valuation Rule in the Federal Register.

See 81 FR 43338. The 2017 Valuation
Rule changes how lessees value their
production for royalty purposes and
revises revenue-reporting requirements.
Although the 2017 Valuation Rule took
effect on January 1, 2017, Federal and
Indian Lessees are not required to report
and pay royalties under the Rule until
February 28, 2017. Under this
notification, Lessees will not be
required to report and pay royalties
under the Rule as of that date.

On December 29, 2016, three separate
petitions were filed in the U.S. District
Court for the District of Wyoming.! The
petitions allege that certain provisions
of the 2017 Valuation Rule are arbitrary,
capricious, and contrary to the law. On
February 17, 2017, the petitioners sent
the ONRR Director a letter requesting
that ONRR postpone the
implementation of the 2017 Valuation
Rule. The petitioners claim that lessees
affected by the Rule face significant
hardship and uncertainty in the face of
reporting under the rule for the first
time on February 28, 2017. The
petitioners also claim that the new
reporting and payment requirements in
the Rule are difficult, and in some cases
impossible, to comply with by the
royalty reporting deadline; a difficulty
exacerbated by the fact that non-
compliant lessees may be exposed to
significant civil penalties.

Under Section 705 of the
Administrative Procedure Act “[w]hen
an agency finds that justice so requires,
it may postpone the effective date of
action taken by it, pending judicial
review.” 5 U.S.C. 705. In light of the
pending litigation, and for the following
reasons, ONRR has concluded that
justice requires it to postpone the
effectiveness of the 2017 Valuation Rule
until the judicial challenges to the Rule
are resolved.

First, the postponement will preserve
the regulatory status quo while the
litigation is pending and the Court
decides whether to uphold the
regulation. While ONRR believes the
2017 Valuation Rule was properly
promulgated, the petitioners have raised
serious questions concerning the
validity of certain provisions of the
Rule, including the expansion of the
“default provision” and the use of the
sales price of electricity for certain coal-
royalty valuations. Given this legal
uncertainty, maintaining the status quo

1 Cloud Peak Energy, Inc. v. United States Dep’t
of the Interior, Case No. 16CV315-F (D. Wyo.);

American Petroleum Inst. V. United States Dep’t
of the Interior, Case No. 16CV316-F (D. Wyo.); Tri-
State Generation and transmission Ass’n, Inc.,
Basin Electric Power Cooperative, and Western
Fuels-Wyoming, Inc., v. United States Dep’t of the
Interior, Case No. 16CV319-F (D. Wyo.)

is critical for a number of reasons. First,
a postponement will avoid the
substantial cost of retroactively
correcting and verifying all revenue
reports if the 2017 Valuation Rule is
invalidated, in whole or in part, as a
result of the pending litigation. Federal
and Indian lessees affected by the 2017
Valuation Rule submit approximately
450,000 reporting lines every
production month. If the Court
invalidates the 2017 Valuation Rule,
affected lessees would be forced to
correct and resubmit reporting lines for
each production month that the Rule is
in effect. ONRR would be required to
review and verify the same. Thus,
postponing the 2017 Valuation Rule will
avoid forcing both the regulated
community and ONRR to perform the
complicated, time-consuming, and
costly task of correcting and verifying
revenue reports and payments if the
2017 Valuation Rule is invalidated as a
result of the pending litigation.2

In addition, the postponement will
enhance the lessees’ ability to timely
and accurately report and pay royalties
because they will be using a well-known
system that has been in place for the last
25 years. ONRR has received numerous
legitimate questions from lessees on
how to apply the 2017 Valuation Rule,
some of which will require additional
consideration and time before ONRR
can definitively answer them; thus
increasing the likelihood that lessees
will initially report incorrectly and later
need to adjust their reports. In addition,
the Court may resolve some of these
issues differently than ONRR, again
increasing the likelihood that lessees
will need to submit corrected reports.
Given these judicial and administrative
uncertainties, relying on the previous
regulatory system while the litigation is
pending will reduce uncertainty and
enhance ONRR’s ability to collect and
verify natural resource revenues, which
is in the best interest of all those who
benefit from royalty payments,
including States, Tribes, individual
Indian lessors, and the general public.

The United States will suffer no
significant harm from postponing the
effectiveness of the 2017 Valuation Rule
while the litigation is pending. As noted
in the preamble to the final rule, the
implementation of the Rule is not
expected to have a significant impact on

2 Some lessees have likely converted their
accounting systems to report and pay royalties
under the new rule. While these lessees will incur
a cost to revert back to the pre-existing system, the
cost of doing so now, before the first reporting
period, will be much less than if the reversion is
required later upon judicial order, and the lessee is
required to correct its reporting for each month it
reported under the Rule.
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the economy. 81 FR 43338, 43368. Thus,
postponing the effectiveness of the Rule
will not cause any appreciable
economic harm to the general public. In
fact, the interests of all royalty
beneficiaries will be enhanced by the
regulatory certainty provided by the
postponement, as discussed above. In
contrast, the regulated community will
suffer harm without the postponement,
especially if the Rule is later invalidated
by the Court. If the Rule is invalidated,
the regulated community would not
only incur the unreimbursable costs of
reverting back to the old system, but
would also incur the substantial costs of
correcting its reports and royalty
payments for each production month.

In sum, in light of the existence and
consequences of the pending litigation,
and given the potentially irreparable
harm that could result if the 2017
Valuation Rule is immediately
implemented, ONRR has determined
that the public interest and justice
requires postponing the effectiveness of
the 2017 Valuation Rule until the
litigation is resolved.

Accordingly, pursuant to Section 705
of the Administrative Procedure Act, 5
U.S.C. 705, ONRR has postponed the
effectiveness of the Consolidated
Federal Oil & Gas and Federal & Indian
Coal Valuation Final Rule pending
judicial review.

Dated: February 22, 2017.
Gregory J. Gould,

Director, Office of Natural Resources
Revenue.

[FR Doc. 2017-03861 Filed 2—24—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Parts 80 and 95
[WT Docket No. 14-36; FCC 16-119]

Marine Radio Equipment and Related
Matters

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Final rule; announcement of
effective date.

SUMMARY: In this document, the Federal
Communications Commission
(Commission) announces that the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) has
approved, for a period of three years,
information collection requirements
adopted in the Commission’s Report
and Order, FCC 16-119. This document
is consistent with the Report and Order,
which stated that the Commission
would publish a document in the

Federal Register announcing OMB
approval and the effective date of the
rules.

DATES: The rule amendments to 47 CFR
80.233, 80.1061, 95.1402 and 95.1403,
published at 81 FR 90739, December 15,
20186, are effective on February 27, 2017.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cathy Williams by email at
Cathy.Williams@fcc.gov and telephone
at (202) 418-2918.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
document announces that, on February
13, 2017, OMB approved information
collection requirements contained in the
Commission’s Report and Order, FCC
16-119, published at 81 FR 90739. The
OMB Control Number is 3060-1227.
The Commission publishes this notice
as an announcement of the effective
date of those information collection
requirements.

Synopsis

As required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3507),
the FCC is notifying the public that it
received OMB approval on February 13,
2017, for the information collection
requirements contained in 47 CFR
80.233, 80.1061, 95.1402, 95.1403, as
amended in the Commission’s Report
and Order, FCC 16-119. Under 5 CFR
part 1320, an agency may not conduct
or sponsor a collection of information
unless it displays a current, valid OMB
Control Number. No person shall be
subject to any penalty for failing to
comply with a collection of information
subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act
that does not display a current, valid
OMB Control Number. The OMB
Control Number is 3060-1227.

The foregoing notice is required by
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104—13, October 1, 1995,
and 44 U.S.C. 3507.

The total annual reporting burdens
and costs for the respondents are as
follows:

OMB Control Number: 3060-1227.

OMB Approval Date: February 13,
2017.

OMB Expiration Date: February 29,
2020.

Title: Sections 80.233, Technical
Requirements for Automatic
Identification System Search and
Rescue Transmitter (AIS-SART)
Equipment, 80.1061, Special
requirements for 406.0-406.1 MHz
EPIRB Stations, 95.1402, Special
Requirements for 406 MHz PLBs and
95.1403, Special Requirements for
Maritime Survivor Locating Devices.

Form Number: N/A.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 80 respondents; 80
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 1 hour.
Frequency of Response: Third party
disclosure requirement and on-occasion

reporting requirement.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection of
information is contained in 47 U.S.C.
154, 303 unless otherwise noted.

Total Annual Burden: 80 hours.

Total Annual Cost: No cost.

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this collection of information.

Privacy Act Impact Assessment: No
impact(s).

Needs and Uses: The information
collections contained in these rule
sections require manufacturers of
certain emergency radio beacons to
include supplemental information with
their equipment certification
application which are due to the
information collection requirements
which were adopted by the Federal
Communications Commission in FCC
16—119 on August 30, 2016.
Manufacturers of Automatic
Identification System Search and
Rescue Transmitters (AIS-SARTS), 406
MHz Emergency Position Indicating
RadioBeacons (EPIRBs), and Maritime
Survivor Locating Device (MSLDs) must
provide a copy of letter from the U.S.
Coast Guard stating their device satisfies
technical requirements specified in the
IEC 6109717 technical standard for
AIS-SARTS, or Radio Technical
Commission for Maritime Services
(RTCM) Standard 11000 for 406 MHz
EPIRBs, or RTCM Standard 11901 for
MSLDs. They must also provide a copy
or the technical test data, and the
instruction manual(s). For 406 MHz
PLBs manufacturers must include
documentation from COSPAS/SARSAT
recognized test facility that the PLB
satisfies the technical requirements
specified in COSPAS-SARSAT
Standard C/S T.001 and COSPAS—
SARSAT Standard C/S T.007 standards
and documentation from an
independent test facility stating that the
PLB complies RTCM Standard 11010.2.
The information is used by
Telecommunications Certification
Bodies (TCBs) to determine if the
devices meets the necessary
international technical standards and
insure compliance with applicable
rules. If this information were not
available, operation of marine safety
equipment could be hindered
threatening the ability of rescue
personnel to locate vessels in distress.
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Federal Communications Commission.
Marlene H. Dortch,

Secretary, Office of the Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-03752 Filed 2—24-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 622
[Docket No. 001005281-0369-02]
RIN 0648—-XF218

Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; 2017
Commercial Accountability Measure
and Closure for Coastal Migratory
Pelagic Resources of the Gulf of
Mexico and South Atlantic

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS implements an
accountability measure (AM) to close
the hook-and-line component of the
commercial sector for king mackerel in
the Florida west coast southern
subzone. This closure is necessary to
protect the Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) king
mackerel resource.

DATES: This rule is effective 12:01 a.m.,
local time, February 25, 2017, through
June 30, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kelli O’Donnell, NMFS Southeast
Regional Office, telephone: 727-824—
5305, email: kelli.odonnell@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
fishery for coastal migratory pelagic fish
includes king mackerel, Spanish
mackerel, and cobia, and is managed
under the Fishery Management Plan for
the Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources
of the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic
Region (FMP). The FMP was prepared
by the Gulf of Mexico and South
Atlantic Fishery Management Councils
(Councils) and is implemented by
NMFS under the authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) by regulations
at 50 CFR part 622.

The Gulf migratory group king
mackerel is divided into western and
eastern zones. The Gulf’s eastern zone
for king mackerel is further divided into
the Florida west coast northern and
southern subzones which have separate
commercial quotas. The commercial

quota for the hook-and-line component
of the commercial sector in the Florida
west coast southern subzone is 551,448
Ib (250,133 kg) (50 CFR
622.384(b)(1)(1)(B)(1)).

From November 1 through March 31,
the southern subzone encompasses an
area of the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ) south of a line extending due west
from the boundary of Lee and Collier
Counties, Florida, on the Florida west
coast, and south of a line extending due
east from the Monroe and Miami-Dade
County, Florida, boundary on the
Florida east coast, which includes the
EEZ off Collier and Monroe Counties,
Florida. From April 1 through October
31, the southern subzone is reduced to
the EEZ off Collier County, and the EEZ
off Monroe County becomes part of the
Atlantic migratory group area.

Under 50 CFR 622.8(b) and
622.388(a)(1), NMFS is required to close
any component of the king mackerel
commercial sector when its quota has
been reached, or is projected to be
reached, by filing a notification at the
Office of the Federal Register. NMFS has
determined the commercial quota for
the hook-and-line component of the
commercial sector for Gulf migratory
group king mackerel in the Florida west
coast southern subzone will be reached
by February 25, 2017. Accordingly, the
hook-and-line component of the
commercial sector for Gulf migratory
group king mackerel in the Florida west
coast southern subzone is closed
effective 12:01 a.m., local time, February
25, 2017, through the end of the fishing
year on June 30, 2017.

On February 10, 2017, NMFS closed
the Florida west coast southern subzone
to commercial harvest of king mackerel
caught by run around gillnet gear,
because the commercial quota for that
sector had been reached (82 FR 10553,
February 14, 2017). Therefore, during
these closures, no person aboard a
vessel for which a valid commercial
permit for king mackerel has been
issued may harvest or possess Gulf
migratory group king mackerel in or
from Federal waters of the closed
subzone, as specified in 50 CFR
622.384(e). However, there is one
exception. A person aboard a vessel that
has a valid Federal charter vessel/
headboat permit and also has a
commercial king mackerel permit for
coastal migratory pelagic fish may
continue to retain king mackerel in or
from the closed subzone under the 2-
fish daily recreational bag limit,
provided the vessel is operating as a
charter vessel or headboat. Charter
vessels or headboats that have a valid
commercial king mackerel permit are
considered to be operating as a charter

vessel or headboat when they carry a
passenger who pays a fee or when more
than three persons are aboard, including
operator and crew.

Classification

The Regional Administrator, NMFS
Southeast Region, has determined this
temporary rule is necessary for the
conservation and management of Gulf
migratory group king mackerel and is
consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens
Act and other applicable laws.

This action is taken under 50 CFR
622.8(b) and 622.388(a)(1) and is
exempt from review under Executive
Order 12866.

These measures are exempt from the
procedures of the Regulatory Flexibility
Act because the temporary rule is issued
without opportunity for prior notice and
comment.

This action responds to the best
scientific information available. The
Assistant Administrator for NOAA
Fisheries (AA), finds that the need to
immediately implement this action
constitutes good cause to waive the
requirements to provide prior notice
and opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth in 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B), as such prior notice
and opportunity for public comment on
this temporary rule are unnecessary and
contrary to the public interest. Such
procedures are unnecessary because the
regulations at 50 CFR 622.8(b) and
622.388(a)(1) have already been subject
to notice and comment, and all that
remains is to notify the public of the
closure. Such procedures are contrary to
the public interest, because there is a
need to immediately implement this
action to protect the king mackerel
resource since the capacity of the
fishing fleet allows for rapid harvest of
the commercial quota. Prior notice and
opportunity for public comment on this
action would require time and would
potentially result in a harvest well in
excess of the established commercial
quota.

For the aforementioned reasons, the
AA also finds good cause to waive the
30-day delay in effectiveness of the
action under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3).

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: February 22, 2017.
Karen H. Abrams,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-03783 Filed 2—22-17; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679
[Docket No. 150916863—6211-02]
RIN 0648—-XF248

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by
Catcher Vessels Using Trawl Gear in
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
Management Area

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific cod by catcher vessels
using trawl gear in the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands management area
(BSAI). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the A season
apportionment of the 2017 Pacific cod
total allowable catch allocated to
catcher vessels using trawl gear in the
BSAL

DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.l.t.), February 23, 2017,
through 1200 hours, A.Lt., April 1,
2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Josh
Keaton, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Management Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Regulations governing fishing by
U.S. vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The A season apportionment of the
2017 Pacific cod total allowable catch
(TAC) allocated to catcher vessels using
trawl gear in the BSAI is 34,962 metric
tons (mt) as established by the final
2016 and 2017 harvest specifications for
groundfish in the BSAI (81 FR 14773,
March 18, 2016) and inseason
adjustment (82 FR 2916, January 10,
2017).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the A season
apportionment of the 2017 Pacific cod
TAC allocated to trawl catcher vessels

in the BSAI will soon be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 34,000 mt and is setting
aside the remaining 962 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific cod by
catcher vessels using trawl gear in the
BSAL

After the effective date of this closure
the maximum retainable amounts at
§679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time
during a trip.

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Acting Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. This requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest as it would prevent NMFS from
responding to the most recent fisheries
data in a timely fashion and would
delay the closure of directed fishing for
Pacific cod by catcher vessels using
trawl gear in the BSAL. NMFS was
unable to publish a notice providing
time for public comment because the
most recent, relevant data only became
available as of February 22, 2017.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30-day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: February 23, 2017.
Karen H. Abrams,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-03875 Filed 2—-23-17; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679
[Docket No. 161020985-7181-02]
RIN 0648-XE989

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands; 2017 and 2018
Harvest Specifications for Groundfish

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule; closures.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces final 2017
and 2018 harvest specifications and
prohibited species catch allowances for
the groundfish fishery of the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands management area
(BSAI). This action is necessary to
establish harvest limits for groundfish
during the 2017 and 2018 fishing years,
and to accomplish the goals and
objectives of the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Management Area
(FMP). The intended effect of this action
is to conserve and manage the
groundfish resources in the BSAI in
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act).

DATES: Effective from 1200 hrs, Alaska
local time (A.Lt.), February 27, 2017,
through 2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 31,
2018.

ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of the
Alaska Groundfish Harvest
Specifications Final Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS), Record of
Decision (ROD), Supplementary
Information Report (SIR) to the EIS, and
the Initial Regulatory Flexibility
Analysis (IRFA) prepared for this action
are available from http://
alaskafisheries.noaa.gov. The final 2016
Stock Assessment and Fishery
Evaluation (SAFE) report for the
groundfish resources of the BSAI, dated
November 2016, as well as the SAFE
reports for previous years, are available
from the North Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) at 605
West 4th Avenue, Suite 306, Anchorage,
AK 99510-2252, phone 907-271-2809,
or from the Council’s Web site at http://
www.npfmec.org/.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steve Whitney, 907-586—7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Federal
regulations at 50 CFR part 679
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implement the FMP and govern the
groundfish fisheries in the BSAI The
Council prepared the FMP, and NMFS
approved it under the Magnuson-
Stevens Act. General regulations
governing U.S. fisheries also appear at
50 CFR part 600.

The FMP and its implementing
regulations require NMFS, after
consultation with the CGouncil, to
specify the total allowable catch (TAC)
for each target species category. The
sum TAC for all groundfish species
must be within the optimum yield (OY)
range of 1.4 million to 2.0 million
metric tons (mt) (see
§679.20(a)(1)(i)(A)). This final rule
specifies the TAC at 2.0 million mt for
both 2017 and 2018. NMFS also must
specify apportionments of TAC, as well
as prohibited species catch (PSC)
allowances and prohibited species quota
(PSQ) reserves established by §679.21;
seasonal allowances of pollock, Pacific
cod, and Atka mackerel TAC;
Amendment 80 allocations; and
Community Development Quota (CDQ)
reserve amounts established by
§679.20(b)(1)(ii). The final harvest
specifications set forth in Tables 1
through 26 of this action satisfy these
requirements.

Section 679.20(c)(3)(i) further requires
NMFS to consider public comment on
the proposed annual TACs (and
apportionments thereof) and PSC
allowances, and to publish final harvest
specifications in the Federal Register.
The proposed 2017 and 2018 harvest
specifications and PSC allowances for
the groundfish fishery of the BSAI were
published in the Federal Register on
December 6, 2016 (81 FR 87863).
Comments were invited and accepted
through January 5, 2017. NMFS received
one letter of comment on the proposed
harvest specifications; this comment is
summarized and responded to in the
“Response to Comments” section of this
rule. NMFS consulted with the Council
on the final 2017 and 2018 harvest
specifications during the December
2016 Council meeting in Anchorage,
AK. After considering public comments,
as well as biological and economic data
that were available at the Council’s
December meeting, NMFS implements
the final 2017 and 2018 harvest
specifications as recommended by the
Council.

Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC) and
TAC Harvest Specifications

The final ABC levels for Alaska
groundfish are based on the best
available biological and socioeconomic
information, including projected
biomass trends, information on assumed
distribution of stock biomass, and

revised technical methods used to
calculate stock biomass. In general, the
development of ABCs and overfishing
levels (OFLs) involves sophisticated
statistical analyses of fish populations.
The FMP specifies a series of six tiers
to define OFL and ABC amounts based
on the level of reliable information
available to fishery scientists. Tier 1
represents the highest level of
information quality available, while Tier
6 represents the lowest.

In December 2016, the Council, its
Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC), and its Advisory Panel (AP)
reviewed current biological and harvest
information about the condition of the
BSAI groundfish stocks. The Council’s
BSAI Groundfish Plan Team (Plan
Team) compiled and presented this
information in the final 2016 SAFE
report for the BSAI groundfish fisheries,
dated November 2016 (see ADDRESSES).
The SAFE report contains a review of
the latest scientific analyses and
estimates of each species’ biomass and
other biological parameters, as well as
summaries of the available information
on the BSAI ecosystem and the
economic condition of groundfish
fisheries off Alaska. NMFS notified the
public of the comment period for these
harvest specifications—and of the
publication of the 2016 SAFE report—
in the notice of proposed harvest
specifications. From the data and
analyses in the SAFE report, the Plan
Team recommended an OFL and ABC
for each species or species group at the
November 2016 Plan Team meeting.

In December 2016, the SSC, AP, and
Council reviewed the Plan Team’s
recommendations. The final TAC
recommendations were based on the
ABCGs as adjusted for other biological
and socioeconomic considerations,
including maintaining the sum of all the
TACs within the required OY range of
1.4 million to 2.0 million mt. As
required by annual catch limit rules for
all fisheries (74 FR 3178, January 16,
2009), none of the Council’s
recommended TACs for 2017 or 2018
exceed the final 2017 or 2018 ABCs for
any species or species group. The
Secretary of Commerce (Secretary)
approves the final 2017 and 2018
harvest specifications as recommended
by the Council. NMFS finds that the
Council’s recommended OFLs, ABCs,
and TACs are consistent with the
preferred harvest strategy and the
biological condition of groundfish
stocks as described in the 2016 SAFE
report that was approved by the
Council.

The 2017 harvest specifications set in
this final action will supersede the 2017
harvest specifications previously set in

the final 2016 and 2017 harvest
specifications (81 FR 14773, March 18,
2016). The 2018 harvest specifications
herein will be superseded in early 2018
when the final 2018 and 2019 harvest
specifications are published. Pursuant
to this final action, the 2017 harvest
specifications therefore will apply for
the remainder of the current year (2017),
while the 2018 harvest specifications
are projected only for the following year
(2018) and will be superseded in early
2018 by the final 2018 and 2019 harvest
specifications. Because this final action
(published in early 2017) will be
superseded in early 2018 by the
publication of the final 2018 and 2019
harvest specifications, it is projected
that this final action will implement the
harvest specifications for the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands for approximately
one year.

Other Actions Potentially Affecting the
2017 and 2018 Harvest Specifications

The State of Alaska (State) manages
separate Pacific cod fisheries in the
Bering Sea subarea and the Aleutian
Islands subarea. The State’s guideline
harvest level (GHL) fisheries are
conducted independently of the Federal
groundfish fisheries under direct
regulation of the State. GHLs are derived
from the Pacific cod ABC for the Bering
Sea subarea and the Aleutian Islands
subarea, and the TAC for each subarea
is set at an amount less than or equal to
the amount available after the annual
GHL percentage has been deducted from
the ABC. The State’s GHLs for 2017 and
2018 are set equal to 6.4 percent of the
Pacific cod ABC for the Bering Sea
subarea and 27 percent of the Pacific
cod ABC for the Aleutian Islands
subarea. The Council and its Plan Team,
Scientific and Statistical Committee,
and Advisory Panel recommended that
the sum of all State and Federal water
Pacific cod removals from the Bering
Sea subarea and the Aleutian Islands
subarea not exceed the proposed ABC
recommendations. Accordingly, the
Council recommends setting the final
2017 and 2018 Pacific cod TAGCs in the
Bering Sea subarea and the Aleutian
Islands subarea to account for State
GHLs.

NMFS has published the final rule to
implement Amendment 113 (81 FR
84434, November 23, 2016). This rule
sets aside a portion of the Aleutian
Islands Pacific cod TAC for catcher
vessels that directed fish for Aleutian
Islands Pacific cod and then deliver the
catch to Aleutian Islands shoreplants for
processing. The set-aside applies only if
specific notification and performance
requirements are met. For 2017, NMFS
has been notified that no shoreplants in
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the Aleutian Islands will be processing
Pacific cod, and the set-aside is not in
effect for 2017. For 2018, NMFS must be
notified by October 31, 2017, that
Aleutian Islands shoreplants intend to
process Pacific cod for the 2018 set-
aside to apply for catcher vessels that
directed fish for Aleutian Islands Pacific
cod and then deliver the catch to
Aleutian Islands shoreplants for
processing. If NMFS receives such
notification from either the city of Adak
or the city of Atka, then NMFS will set
aside a portion of the TAC for Aleutian
Islands subarea Pacific cod in 2018 for
catcher vessels that directed fish for
Aleutian Islands Pacific cod and deliver
to Aleutian Islands shoreplants for
processing.

Changes From the Proposed 2017 and
2018 Harvest Specifications for the
BSAI

The Council’s recommendations for
the proposed 2017 and 2018 harvest
specifications (81 FR 87863, December
6, 2016) were based largely on
information contained in the 2015 SAFE
report for the BSAI groundfish fisheries.
Through the proposed harvest
specifications, NMFS notified the public
that these harvest specifications could
change, as the Council would consider
information contained in the final 2016
SAFE report; recommendations from the
Plan Team, SSC, and AP committees;
and public testimony when making its
recommendations for final harvest
specifications at the December 2016

Council meeting. NMFS further notified
the public that, as required by the FMP
and its implementing regulations, the
sum of the TACs must be within the OY
range of 1.4 million and 2.0 million mt.

Information contained in the 2016
SAFE report indicates biomass changes
from the 2015 SAFE report for several
groundfish species. The 2016 report was
made available for public review during
the public comment period for the
proposed harvest specifications. At the
December 2016 Council meeting, the
SSC recommended the 2017 and 2018
ABCs for many species based on the
best and most recent information
contained in the 2016 SAFE reports.
This recommendation resulted in an
ABC sum total for all BSAI groundfish
species in excess of 2 million mt for
both 2017 and 2018.

Based on increased fishing effort in
2016, the Council recommends
increasing Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands yellowfin sole TAC by 10,000 mt
in 2017 and 2018. In terms of
percentage, the largest increases in final
TAG s relative to the proposed TACs
were for Bering Sea subarea Pacific
Ocean perch and Bering Sea subarea
Greenland turbot. These increases were
to account for a higher interest in
directed fishing than in 2016. Other
increases in the final TACs relative to
the proposed TACs included increases
in Aleutian Islands subarea Pacific cod,
sablefish, and Atka mackerel in all
subareas. These increases were to
account for higher interest in directed

fishing or higher anticipated incidental
catch needs.

Decreases in final TACs compared to
the proposed TACs were for rock sole,
flathead sole, rougheye rockfish, and
shortraker rockfish. The decreases were
to account for the requirement not to
exceed the 2.0 million mt OY limit on
overall TAC in the BSAL

The changes to TACs between the
proposed and final harvest
specifications are based on the most
recent scientific and economic
information and are consistent with the
FMP, regulatory obligations, and harvest
strategy as described in the proposed
harvest specifications, including the
upper limit for OY of 2.0 million mt.
These changes are compared in Table
1A.

Table 1 lists the Council’s
recommended final 2017 OFL, ABC,
TAG, initial TAC (ITAC), and CDQ
reserve amounts of the BSAI groundfish
species or species groups; and Table 2
lists the Council’s recommended final
2018 OFL, ABC, TAG, ITAC, and CDQ
reserve amounts of the BSAI groundfish
species or species groups. NMFS
concurs in these recommendations. The
final 2017 and 2018 TAC
recommendations for the BSAI are
within the OY range established for the
BSAI and do not exceed the ABC for any
species or species group. The
apportionment of TAC amounts among
fisheries and seasons is discussed
below.

TABLE 1—FINAL 2017 OVERFISHING LEVEL (OFL), ACCEPTABLE BIOLOGICAL CATCH (ABC), TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH
(TAC), INITIAL TAC (ITAC), AND CDQ RESERVE ALLOCATION OF GROUNDFISH IN THE BSAI 1

[Amounts are in metric tons]

2017
Species Area
OFL ABC TAC ITAC2 cDQs
Pollock® .....oooviieiiieeieienne 3,640,000 2,800,000 1,345,000 1,210,500 134,500
43,650 36,061 19,000 17,100 1,900
130,428 60,800 500 500 0
Pacific cod5 .......cccceevinienne 284,000 239,000 223,704 199,768 23,936
28,700 21,500 15,695 14,016 1,679
Sablefish ..o 1,499 1,274 1,274 1,051 175
2,044 1,735 1,735 1,410 293
Yellowfin sole .........cccceeee. 287,000 260,800 154,000 137,522 16,478
Greenland turbot ................. 11,615 6,644 4,500 3,825 n/a
n/a 5,800 4,375 3,719 468
n/a 844 125 106 0
Arrowtooth flounder ............. 76,100 65,371 14,000 11,900 1,498
Kamchatka flounder ............ 10,360 8,880 5,000 4,250 0
Rock sole ......cccceeviieeniniens 159,700 155,100 47,100 42,060 5,040
Flathead sole® .................... 81,654 68,278 14,500 12,949 1,552
Alaska plaice ........ccccevenuenne 42,800 36,000 13,000 11,050 0
Other flatfish7 .......cccceenee. 17,591 13,193 2,500 2,125 0
Pacific ocean perch ............ 58,152 43,723 34,900 30,693 n/a
n/a 12,199 11,000 9,350 0
n/a 10,307 7,900 7,055 845
n/a 8,009 7,000 6,251 749
n/a 13,208 9,000 8,037 963
Northern rockfish ................. 16,242 13,264 5,000 4,250 0
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TABLE 1—FINAL 2017 OVERFISHING LEVEL (OFL), ACCEPTABLE BIOLOGICAL CATCH (ABC), TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH
(TAC), INITIAL TAC (ITAC), AND CDQ RESERVE ALLOCATION OF GROUNDFISH IN THE BSAI '—Continued
[Amounts are in metric tons]

2017
Species Area
OFL ABC TAC ITAC2 CDhQs
Blackspotted and Rougheye | BSAI .......cccoceiiniiiiieenens 612 501 225 191 0
rockfish 8.

n/a 306 100 85 0

n/a 195 125 106 0

Shortraker rockfish .............. BSAI . 666 499 125 106 0
Other rockfish?® ................... BSAI . 1,816 1,362 875 744 0
n/a 791 325 276 0

n/a 571 550 468 0

Atka mackerel .........cc.c...... BSAIl . 102,700 87,200 65,000 58,045 6,955
n/a 34,890 34,500 30,809 3,692

n/a 30,330 18,000 16,074 1,926

n/a 21,980 12,500 11,163 1,338

Skates ...ccooevevieiieeeee BSAI .. 49,063 41,144 26,000 22,100 0
Sculpins ...occveieiieeeee BSAl i 56,582 42,387 4,500 3,825 0
Sharks 689 517 125 106 0
Squids 6,912 5,184 1,342 1,141 0
Octopuses 4,769 3,576 400 340 0
TOtAl oo ceecieeis | et 5,110,344 4,013,993 2,000,000 1,791,566 197,031

1These amounts apply to the entire BSAI management area unless otherwise specified. With the exception of pollock, and for the purpose of
these harvest specifications, the Bering Sea (BS) subarea includes the Bogoslof District.

2 Except for pollock, the portion of the sablefish TAC allocated to hook-and-line or pot gear, and Amendment 80 species, 15 percent of each
TAC is put into a reserve. The ITAC for these species is the remainder of the TAC after the subtraction of these reserves. For pollock and
Amendment 80 species, ITAC is the non-CDQ allocation of TAC (see footnotes 3 and 5).

3For the Amendment 80 species (Atka mackerel, flathead sole, rock sole, yellowfin sole, Pacific cod, and Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean
perch), 10.7 percent of the TAC is reserved for use by CDQ participants (see §§679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) and 679.31). Twenty percent of the sablefish
TAC allocated to hook-and-line gear or pot gear, 7.5 percent of the sablefish TAC allocated to trawl gear, and 10.7 percent of the TACs for Ber-
ing Sea Greenland turbot and arrowtooth flounder are reserved for use by CDQ participants (see §679.20(b)(1)(ii)(B) and (D)). Aleutian Islands
Greenland turbot, “other flatfish,” Alaska plaice, Bering Sea Pacific ocean perch, northern rockfish, shortraker rockfish, rougheye rockfish, “other
rockfish,” skates, sculpins, sharks, squids, and octopuses are not allocated to the CDQ program.

4Under §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A), the annual BS subarea pollock TAC, after subtracting first for the CDQ directed fishing allowance (10 percent) and
second for the incidental catch allowance (3.9 percent), is further allocated by sector for a pollock directed fishery as follows: inshore—50 per-
cent; catcher/processor—40 percent; and motherships—10 percent. Under §679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(2), the annual Aleutian Islands subarea pollock
TAC, after subtracting first for the CDQ directed fishing allowance (10 percent) and second for the incidental catch allowance (2,400 mt), is allo-
cated to the Aleut Corporation for a pollock directed fishery.

5The BS Pacific cod TAC is set less than 6.4 percent of the Bering Sea subarea ABC to account for the State of Alaska’s (State) guideline
harvest level in State waters of the Bering Sea subarea. The Al Pacific cod TAC is set less than 27 percent of the Aleutian Islands subarea ABC
to account for the State guideline harvest level in State waters of the Aleutian Islands subarea.

6“Flathead sole” includes Hippoglossoides elassodon (flathead sole) and Hippoglossoides robustus (Bering flounder).

7“Other flatfish” includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species), flathead sole, Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin sole,
arrowtooth flounder, Kamchatka flounder, and Alaska plaice.

8“Rougheye rockfish” includes Sebastes aleutianus (rougheye) and Sebastes melanostictus (blackspotted).

9 “Other rockfish” includes all Sebastes and Sebastolobus species except for Pacific ocean perch, northern rockfish, shortraker rockfish, and
rougheye rockfish.

Note: Regulatory areas and districts are defined at §679.2 (BSAI = Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area, BS = Bering Sea sub-
area, Al = Aleutian Islands subarea, EAIl = Eastern Aleutian district, CAl = Central Aleutian district, WAI = Western Aleutian district.)

TABLE 1A—COMPARISON OF FINAL 2017 AND 2018 WITH PROPOSED 2017 AND 2018 TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH IN THE
BSAI

[Amounts are in metric tons]

2017 2017 er%gllZa e 2018 2018 er%g;?a e
Species Area’ ZO]FZX(ﬁ:naI proposed d'ﬁf%i?ce pdifferen(?e ZOjri(flznal proposed d'ﬁf%i?ce pdifferen(?e
TAC from TAC from
proposed proposed proposed proposed
Pollock ...... BS .t 1,345,000 1,340,643 4,357 0.3 1,345,000 1,340,643 4,357 0.3
Al 19,000 19,000 0 0.0 19,000 19,000 0 0.0
Bogoslof .... 500 500 0 0.0 500 500 0 0.0
Pacific cod 223,704 238,680 —14,976 -6.3 223,704 238,680 —14,976 -6.3
15,695 12,839 2,856 22.2 15,695 12,839 2,856 22.2
Sablefish ... 1,274 1,052 222 211 1,274 1,052 222 211
1,735 1,423 312 21.9 1,735 1,423 312 21.9
Yellowfin 154,000 144,000 10,000 6.9 154,000 144,000 10,000 6.9
sole.
Greenland BS ............ 4,375 2,673 1,702 63.7 4,375 2,673 1,702 63.7
turbot.
Al 125 200 -75 -37.5 125 200 -75 -37.5
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TABLE 1A—COMPARISON OF FINAL 2017 AND 2018 WITH PROPOSED 2017 AND 2018 TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH IN THE
BSAI—Continued

[Amounts are in metric tons]

2017 2017 er%ce);Za e 2018 2018 er%ce)rl?a e
Species Area 20jl_1\gnal proposed d'ﬁf?g?:ce pdifferenc:ge 20jrignal proposed d'ﬁf?g?:ce pdifferenc:ge
TAC from TAC from
proposed proposed proposed proposed
Arrowtooth | BSAI .......... 14,000 14,000 0 0.0 14,000 14,000 0 0.0
flounder.
Kamchatka | BSAI .......... 5,000 5,000 0 0.0 5,000 5,000 0 0.0
flounder.
Rock sole .. | BSAI .......... 47,100 57,100 —10,000 —-17.5 47,100 57,100 —10,000 —-17.5
Flathead BSAI .......... 14,500 21,000 —6,500 -31.0 14,500 21,000 —6,500 -31.0
sole.
Alaska BSAI .......... 13,000 14,500 —1,500 -10.3 13,000 14,500 —1,500 -10.3
plaice.
Other flat- BSAI .......... 2,500 2,500 0 0.0 2,500 2,500 0 0.0
fish.
Pacific BS ... 11,000 7,953 3,047 38.3 11,000 7,953 3,047 38.3
ocean
perch.
7,900 7,537 363 4.8 7,900 7,537 363 4.8
7,000 7,000 0 0.0 7,000 7,000 0 0.0
9,000 9,000 0 0.0 9,000 9,000 0 0.0
Northern 5,000 4,500 500 111 5,000 4,500 500 111
rockfish.
Blackspott- | BS/EAI ...... 100 100 0 0.0 100 100 0 0.0
ed and
Roughey-
e rockfish.
CAI/WAI ... 125 200 -75 —-37.5 125 200 -75 —-37.5
Shortraker | BSAI .......... 125 200 -75 —-37.5 125 200 -75 —-37.5
rockfish.
Other rock- | BS ............. 325 325 0 0.0 325 325 0 0.0
fish.
550 550 0 0.0 550 550 0 0.0
Atka mack- 34,500 28,500 6,000 211 34,000 28,500 5,500 19.3
erel.
18,000 16,000 2,000 125 18,500 16,000 2,500 15.6
12,500 10,500 2,000 19.0 12,500 10,500 2,000 19.0
Skates ....... 26,000 26,000 0 0.0 26,000 26,000 0 0.0
Sculpins ... 4,500 4,500 0 0.0 4,500 4,500 0 0.0
Sharks ....... 125 125 0 0.0 125 125 0 0.0
Squid ......... 1,342 1,500 —158 —-10.5 1,342 1,500 —158 —-10.5
Octopuses 400 400 0 0.0 400 400 0 0.0
Total ... | BSAI .......... 2,000,000 2,000,000 0 0.0 2,000,000 2,000,000 0 0.0

1Bering Sea subarea (BS), Aleutian Islands subarea (Al), Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands management area (BSAIl), Eastern Aleutian District
(EAI), Central Aleutian District (CAl), and Western Aleutian District (WAI).

TABLE 2—FINAL 2018 OVERFISHING LEVEL (OFL), ACCEPTABLE BIOLOGICAL CATCH (ABC), TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH
(TAC), INITIAL TAC (ITAC), AND CDQ RESERVE ALLOCATION OF GROUNDFISH IN THE BSAI 1

[Amounts are in metric tons]

2018
Species Area
OFL ABC TAC ITAC2 CDQs
Pollock4 ....ccoveiieieecieeis 4,360,000 2,979,000 1,345,000 1,210,500 134,500
49,291 40,788 19,000 17,100 1,900
130,428 97,428 500 500 0
Pacific cod5 ......ccccovvevnnennne 302,000 255,000 223,704 199,768 23,936
28,700 21,500 15,695 14,016 1,679
Sablefish .....ccccoeeeieviiiee, 1,519 1,291 1,274 541 48
2,072 1,758 1,735 369 33
Yellowfin sole ........ccceeeeeee. 276,000 250,800 154,000 137,522 16,478
Greenland turbot ................. 12,831 10,864 4,500 3,825 n/a
n/a 9,484 4,375 3,719 468
n/a 1,380 125 106 0
Arrowtooth flounder 67,023 58,633 14,000 11,900 1,498
Kamchatka flounder ... 10,700 9,200 5,000 4,250 0
Rock sole .....ccccveeveeviieins 147,300 143,100 47,100 42,060 5,040
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TABLE 2—FINAL 2018 OVERFISHING LEVEL (OFL), ACCEPTABLE BIOLOGICAL CATCH (ABC), TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH
(TAC), INITIAL TAC (ITAC), AND CDQ RESERVE ALLOCATION OF GROUNDFISH IN THE BSAI '—Continued

[Amounts are in metric tons]

2018
Species Area
OFL ABC TAC ITAC2 CDQs
Flathead sole® .................... 79,136 66,164 14,500 12,949 1,652
Alaska plaice .........cccceveueennn. 36,900 32,100 13,000 11,050 0
Other flatfish7 ............. 17,591 13,193 2,500 2,125 0
Pacific ocean perch 51,950 42,735 34,900 30,693 n/a
n/a 11,924 11,000 9,350 0
n/a 10,074 7,900 7,055 845
n/a 7,828 7,000 6,251 749
n/a 12,909 9,000 8,037 963
Northern rockfish ................. 15,854 12,947 5,000 4,250 0
Blackspotted and Rougheye | BSAI ........cccccoeviiiiienncenen. 750 614 225 191 0
rockfish 8.
EBS/EAl ..o, n/a 374 100 85 0
CAIWAL Lo n/a 240 125 106 0
Shortraker rockfish .............. BSAI .. 666 499 125 106 0
Other rockfish® ................... 1,816 1,362 875 744 0
n/a 791 325 276 0
n/a 571 550 468 0
Atka mackerel .........cc.c...... BSAI .. 99,900 85,000 65,000 58,045 6,955
n/a 34,000 34,000 30,362 3,638
n/a 29,600 18,500 16,521 1,980
n/a 21,400 12,500 11,163 1,338
Skates ...ccooevevieiieeeee BSAl i, 46,583 39,008 26,000 22,100 0
Sculpins ....cceeiiiieeeee 56,582 42,387 4,500 3,825 0
Sharks ....cocccveeieiieeeeiieee 689 517 125 106 0
SqUIAS e 6,912 5,184 1,342 1,141 0
OcCtopuSeS ....eveveiiiieiieee 4,769 3,576 400 340 0
TOtAl oo ceecieeis | et 5,807,962 4,214,648 2,000,000 1,790,015 196,644

1These amounts apply to the entire BSAI management area unless otherwise specified. With the exception of pollock, and for the purpose of
these harvest specifications, the Bering Sea (BS) subarea includes the Bogoslof District.

2 Except for pollock, the portion of the sablefish TAC allocated to hook-and-line or pot gear, and Amendment 80 species, 15 percent of each
TAC is put into a reserve. The ITAC for these species is the remainder of the TAC after the subtraction of these reserves. For pollock and
Amendment 80 species, ITAC is the non-CDQ allocation of TAC (see footnotes 3 and 5).

3For the Amendment 80 species (Atka mackerel, flathead sole, rock sole, yellowfin sole, Pacific cod, and Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean
perch), 10.7 percent of the TAC is reserved for use by CDQ participants (see §§679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) and 679.31). Twenty percent of the sablefish
TAC allocated to hook-and-line gear or pot gear, 7.5 percent of the sablefish TAC allocated to trawl gear, and 10.7 percent of the TACs for Ber-
ing Sea Greenland turbot and arrowtooth flounder are reserved for use by CDQ participants (see §679.20(b)(1)(ii)(B) and (D)). Aleutian Islands
Greenland turbot, “other flatfish,” Alaska plaice, Bering Sea Pacific ocean perch, northern rockfish, shortraker rockfish, rougheye rockfish, “other
rockfish,” skates, sculpins, sharks, squids, and octopuses are not allocated to the CDQ program.

4Under §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A), the annual BS subarea pollock TAC, after subtracting first for the CDQ directed fishing allowance (10 percent) and
second for the incidental catch allowance (3.9 percent), is further allocated by sector for a pollock directed fishery as follows: Inshore—50 per-
cent; catcher/processor—40 percent; and motherships—10 percent. Under §679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(2), the annual Aleutian Islands subarea pollock
TAC, after subtracting first for the CDQ directed fishing allowance (10 percent) and second for the incidental catch allowance (2,400 mt), is allo-
cated to the Aleut Corporation for a pollock directed fishery.

5The BS Pacific cod TAC is set less than 6.4 percent of the Bering Sea subarea ABC to account for the State of Alaska’s (State) guideline
harvest level in State waters of the Bering Sea subarea. The Al Pacific cod TAC is set less than 27 percent of the Aleutian Island subarea ABC
to account for the State guideline harvest level in State waters of the Aleutian Islands subarea.

6“Flathead sole” includes Hippoglossoides elassodon (flathead sole) and Hippoglossoides robustus (Bering flounder).

7“Other flatfish” includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species), flathead sole, Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin sole,
arrowtooth flounder, Kamchatka flounder, and Alaska plaice.

8“Rougheye rockfish” includes Sebastes aleutianus (rougheye) and Sebastes melanostictus (blackspotted).

9“Other rockfish” includes all Sebastes and Sebastolobus species except for Pacific ocean perch, northern rockfish, shortraker rockfish, and
rougheye rockfish.

Note: Regulatory areas and districts are defined at §679.2 (BSAI = Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands management area, BS = Bering Sea sub-
area, Al = Aleutian Islands subarea, EAI = Eastern Aleutian district, CAl = Central Aleutian district, WAI = Western Aleutian district.)

Groundfish Reserves and the Incidental ~ 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(B) requires that NMFS allocate 10.7 percent of the TAC for
Catch Allowance (ICA) for Pollock, Atka allocate 20 percent of the hook-and-line  Atka mackerel, Aleutian Islands Pacific

Mackerel, Flathead Sole, Rock Sole, or pot gear allocation of sablefish for the ocean perch, yellowfin sole, rock sole,
Yellowfin Sole, and Aleutian Islands fixed-gear sablefish CDQQ reserve. flathead sole, and Pacific cod to the
Pacific Ocean Perch Section 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(D) requires that =~ CDQ reserves. Sections

Section 679.20(b)(1)(i) requires NMFS NMFS allocate 7.5 percent of the trawl 679.20(a)(5)(i)(A) and 679.31(a) also
to reserve 15 percent of the TAC for gear allocations of sablefish and 10.7 require that 10 percent of the Bering Sea
each target species, except for pollock, percent of the Bering Sea Greenland pollock TACs be allocated to the pollock
hook-and-line or pot gear allocation of ~ turbot and arrowtooth flounder TACs to  CDQ directed fishing allowance (DFA).
sablefish, and Amendment 80 species, the respective CDQ reserves. Section The entire Bogoslof District pollock

in a non-specified reserve. Section 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) requires that NMFS TAC is allocated as an ICA pursuant to
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§679.20(a)(5)(ii) because the Bogoslof
District is closed to directed fishing for
pollock by regulation. With the
exception of the hook-and-line or pot
gear sablefish CDQ reserve, the
regulations do not further apportion the
CDQ allocations by gear.

Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(1)(A)(1),
NMEFS allocates a pollock ICA of 3.9
percent of the Bering Sea subarea
pollock TAC after subtracting the 10
percent CDQ reserve. This allowance is
based on NMFS’ examination of the
pollock incidental catch, including the
incidental catch by CDQ vessels, in
target fisheries other than pollock from
2000 through 2016. During this 17-year
period, the pollock incidental catch
ranged from a low of 2.4 percent in 2006
to a high of 4.8 percent in 2014, with a
17-year average of 3.2 percent. Pursuant
to §679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(2)(i) and (ii),
NMFS establishes a pollock ICA of
2,400 mt of the Aleutian Islands subarea
TAC after subtracting the 10-percent
CDQ DFA. This allowance is based on

NMFS’ examination of the pollock
incidental catch, including the
incidental catch by CDQ vessels, in
target fisheries other than pollock from
2003 through 2016. During this 14-year
period, the incidental catch of pollock
ranged from a low of 5 percent in 2006
to a high of 17 percent in 2014, with a
14-year average of 8 percent.

Pursuant to §679.20(a)(8) and (10),
NMFS allocates ICAs of 4,000 mt of
flathead sole, 5,000 mt of rock sole,
4,500 mt of yellowfin sole, 10 mt of
Western Aleutian Islands (WAI) Pacific
ocean perch, 60 mt of Central Aleutian
Islands (CAI) Pacific ocean perch, 100
mt of Eastern Aleutian Islands (EAI)
Pacific ocean perch, 20 mt of WAI Atka
mackerel, 75 mt of CAI Atka mackerel,
and 1,000 mt of EAI and Bering Sea
subarea Atka mackerel TAC after
subtracting the 10.7 percent CDQ
reserve. These ICA allowances are based
on NMFS’ examination of the incidental
catch in other target fisheries from 2003
through 2016.

The regulations do not designate the
remainder of the non-specified reserve
by species or species group. Any
amount of the reserve may be
apportioned to a target species category
that contributed to the non-specified
reserves during the year, provided that
such apportionments are consistent
with §679.20(a)(3) and do not result in
overfishing (see § 679.20(b)(1)(i)). The
Regional Administrator has determined
that the ITACGs specified for the species
listed in Table 1 need to be
supplemented from the non-specified
reserve because U.S. fishing vessels
have demonstrated the capacity to catch
the full TAC allocations. Therefore, in
accordance with §679.20(b)(3), NMFS is
apportioning the amounts shown in
Table 3 from the non-specified reserve
to increase the ITAC for shortraker
rockfish, rougheye rockfish, “other
rockfish,” sharks, and octopuses by 15
percent of the TAC in 2017 and 2018.

TABLE 3—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 APPORTIONMENT OF RESERVES TO ITAC CATEGORIES

[Amounts are in metric tons]

" 2017 2017 reserve 2017 final 2018 2018 reserve 2018 final
Species-area or subarea ITAC amount ITAC ITAC amount ITAC

Shortraker rockfish—BSAI ....... 106 19 125 106 19 125
Rougheye rockfish—BS/EAI 85 15 100 85 15 100
Rougheye rockfish—CAI/WAI 106 19 125 106 19 125
Other rockfish—Bering Sea subarea ....... 276 49 325 276 49 325
Other rockfish—Aleutian Islands subarea 468 82 550 468 82 550
Sharks ....ococeeeceiecieeee e 106 19 125 106 19 125
OCEOPUSES ..ottt 340 60 400 340 60 400

Total e 1,487 263 1,750 1,487 263 1,750

Allocation of Pollock TAC Under the
American Fisheries Act (AFA)

Section 679.20(a)(5)(i)(A) requires that
the Bering Sea subarea pollock TAC be
apportioned, after subtracting 10
percent for the CDQ program and 3.9
percent for the ICA, as a DFA as follows:
50 Percent to the inshore sector, 40
percent to the catcher/processor (C/P)
sector, and 10 percent to the mothership
sector. In the Bering Sea subarea, 45
percent of the DFA is allocated to the A
season (January 20—June 10), and 55
percent of the DFA is allocated to the B
season (June 10-November 1)
(§§679.20(a)(5)(1)(B)(1) and
679.23(¢e)(2)). The Aleutian Islands
directed pollock fishery allocation to the
Aleut Corporation is the amount of
pollock remaining in the Aleutian
Islands subarea after subtracting 1,900
mt for the CDQ DFA (10 percent) and
2,400 mt for the ICA
(§679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(2)). In the Aleutian
Islands subarea, the total A season

apportionment of the TAC is less than
or equal to 40 percent of the ABC and
the remainder of the TAC is allocated to
the B season (§679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(3)).
Tables 4 and 5 list these 2017 and 2018
amounts.

The Steller sea lion protection
measure final rule (79 FR 70286,
November 25, 2014) sets harvest limits
for pollock in the A season (January 20
to June 10) in Areas 543, 542, and 541
(see §679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(6)). In Area
543, the A season pollock harvest limit
is no more than 5 percent of the
Aleutian Islands pollock ABC. In Area
542, the A season pollock harvest limit
is no more than 15 percent of the
Aleutian Islands ABC. In Area 541, the
A season pollock harvest limit is no
more than 30 percent of the Aleutian
Islands ABC.

Section 679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(4) also
includes several specific requirements
regarding Bering Sea subarea pollock
allocations. First, it requires that 8.5

percent of the pollock allocated to the
C/P sector be available for harvest by
AFA catcher vessels (CVs) with C/P
sector endorsements, unless the
Regional Administrator receives a
cooperative contract that allows the
distribution of harvest among AFA C/Ps
and AFA CVs in a manner agreed to by
all members. Second, AFA C/Ps not
listed in the AFA are limited to
harvesting not more than 0.5 percent of
the pollock allocated to the C/P sector.
Tables 4 and 5 list the 2017 and 2018
allocations of pollock TAC. Tables 21
through 26 list the AFA C/P and CV
harvesting sideboard limits. The tables
for the pollock allocations to the Bering
Sea subarea inshore pollock
cooperatives and open access sector will
be posted on the Alaska Region Web site
at http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov.

Tables 4 and 5 also list seasonal
apportionments of pollock and harvest
limits within the Steller Sea Lion
Conservation Area (SCA). The harvest
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within the SCA, as defined at
§679.22(a)(7)(vii), is limited to no more
than 28 percent of the annual DFA
before 12:00 noon, April 1, as provided

in §679.20(a)(5)(i)(C). The A season
pollock SCA harvest limit will be
apportioned to each sector in proportion
to each sector’s allocated percentage of

the DFA. Tables 4 and 5 list these 2017
and 2018 amounts by sector.

TABLE 4—FINAL 2017 ALLOCATIONS OF POLLOCK TACS TO THE DIRECTED POLLOCK FISHERIES AND TO THE CDQ
DIRECTED FISHING ALLOWANCES (DFA)1
[Amounts are in metric tons]

201 2017 A season B 2017 )
7 season
Area and sector allocations A season DFA SCA harvest ——
limit 2 B season DFA
Bering Sea subarea TAC T ... 1,345,000 n/a n/a n/a
CDQDFA ..., 134,500 60,525 37,660 73,975
(SR 47,210 n/a n/a n/a
Total Bering Sea non-CDQ DFA ........oooiiiiiiieeeee e 1,163,291 523,481 325,721 639,810
AFA InShore ......ccoceeeceeeeiieeeenen. . 581,645 261,740 162,861 319,905
AFA Catcher/Processors3 . 465,316 209,392 130,289 255,924
Catch by C/Ps ........ 425,764 191,594 n/a 234,170
Catch by CVs3 ... 39,552 17,798 n/a 21,754
Unlisted C/P Limit4 2,327 1,047 n/a 1,280
AFA Motherships ........ccccoce.ee. 116,329 52,348 32,572 63,981
Excessive Harvesting Limit5 .... 203,576 n/a n/a n/a
Excessive Processing Limit® ..........ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 348,987 n/a n/a n/a
Aleutian Islands subarea ABC ..........coooiiiiiiiieeee e 36,061 n/a n/a n/a
Aleutian Islands subarea TAC1 .. 19,000 n/a n/a n/a
CDQDFA .. 1,900 760 n/a 1,140
ICA .. 2,400 1,200 n/a 1,200
Aleut Corporation ........ 14,700 12,464 n/a 2,236
Area harvest limit7 541 10,818 n/a n/a n/a
542 e 5,409 n/a n/a n/a
543 e, 1,803 n/a n/a n/a
BogosIof DIStriCt ICA B ... 500 n/a n/a n/a

1 Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A), the Bering Sea subarea pollock, after subtracting the CDQ DFA (10 percent) and the ICA (3.9 percent), is al-

located as a DFA as follows: Inshore sector—50 percent, catcher/processor sector (C/P)—40 percent, and mothership sector—10 percent. In the
Bering Sea subarea, 45 percent of the DFA is allocated to the A season (January 20—-June 10) and 55 percent of the DFA is allocated to the B
season (June 10—November 1). Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(2), the annual Aleutian Islands pollock TAC, after subtracting first for the CDQ
directed fishing allowance (10 percent) and second the ICA (2,400 mt), is allocated to the Aleut Corporation for a pollock directed fishery. In the
Aleutian Islands subarea, the A season is allocated less than or equal to 40 percent of the ABC and the B season is allocated the remainder of

the pollock directed fishery.

2|n the Bering Sea subarea, pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(C), no more than 28 percent of each sector's annual DFA may be taken from the

SCA before April 1.

3 Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(4), not less than 8.5 percent of the DFA allocated to listed catcher/processors shall be available for harvest

only by eligible catcher vessels delivering to listed catcher/processors.

4Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(4)(iii), the AFA unlisted catcher/processors are limited to harvesting not more than 0.5 percent of the catcher/

processors sector’s allocation of pollock.

5Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(6), NMFS establishes an excessive harvesting share limit equal to 17.5 percent of the sum of the non-CDQ

pollock DFAs.

6 Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(7), NMFS establishes an excessive processing share limit equal to 30.0 percent of the sum of the non-CDQ

pollock DFAs.

7Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(6), NMFS establishes harvest limits for pollock in the A season in Area 541 of no more than 30 percent, in
Area 542 of no more than 15 percent, and in Area 543 of no more than 5 percent of the Aleutian Islands pollock ABC.
8 The Bogoslof District is closed by the final harvest specifications to directed fishing for pollock. The amounts specified are for ICA only and

are not apportioned by season or sector.

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

TABLE 5—FINAL 2018 ALLOCATIONS OF POLLOCK TACS TO THE DIRECTED POLLOCK FISHERIES AND TO THE CDQ
DIRECTED FISHING ALLOWANCES (DFA)1
[Amounts are in metric tons]

2018 A season'! B 2018 ,
2018 season

Area and sector allocations A season DFA SCA harvest ———
limit2 B season DFA
Bering Sea subarea TAC T ...ttt 1,345,000 n/a n/a n/a
CDQ DFA 134,500 60,525 37,660 73,975
I A T e e e e e e e e e —— e e e e e e e ea—arraaeeeeaaarraaaan 47,210 n/a n/a n/a
Total Bering Sea non-CDQ DFA ........ooiiiiiiieeeee e 1,163,291 523,481 325,721 639,810
AFA INShOre ......coeeevveeeeeeeeeennn. . 581,645 261,740 162,861 319,905
AFA Catcher/Processors3 . 465,316 209,392 130,289 255,924
Catch by C/Ps ........ 425,764 191,594 n/a 234,170
Catch by CVs® ... 39,552 17,798 n/a 21,754
Unlisted C/P Limit4 . 2,327 1,047 n/a 1,280
AFA MOhErshiPS ..eveeiiiiie e 116,329 52,348 32,572 63,981
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TABLE 5—FINAL 2018 ALLOCATIONS OF PoLLOCK TACS TO THE DIRECTED POLLOCK FISHERIES AND TO THE CDQ
DIRECTED FISHING ALLOWANCES (DFA) '—Continued
[Amounts are in metric tons]

2018 2018 A season! B 2018 )
season

Area and sector allocations A season DFA SCA harvest ———
limit2 B season DFA
Excessive Harvesting Limit5 ... 203,576 n/a n/a n/a
Excessive Processing Limit® ..........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiieece e 348,987 n/a n/a n/a
Aleutian Islands subarea ABC ...........ccooiiiiiiiiiieiie et 40,788 n/a n/a n/a
Aleutian Islands subarea TAC ' . 19,000 n/a n/a n/a
CDQDFA ..., 1,900 760 n/a 1,140
L A et e et e e be e eaeeebeeareeeaeeeaaeeraennns 2,400 1,200 n/a 1,200
AleUt COorPOration ..........occuiiiiieie et e 14,700 14,355 n/a 345
Area harvest limit7 541 . 12,236 n/a n/a n/a
542 i, 6,118 n/a n/a n/a
543 i 2,039 n/a n/a n/a
B0gOSIOf DIStriCt ICAB ...ttt 500 n/a n/a n/a

1Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A), the Bering Sea subarea pollock, after subtracting the CDQ DFA (10 percent) and the ICA (3.9 percent), is al-
located as a DFA as follows: Inshore sector—50 percent, catcher/processor sector (C/P)—40 percent, and mothership sector—10 percent. In the
Bering Sea subarea, 45 percent of the DFA is allocated to the A season (January 20—June 10) and 55 percent of the DFA is allocated to the B
season (June 10—November 1). Pursuant to § 679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(2), the annual Aleutian Islands pollock TAC, after subtracting first for the CDQ
directed fishing allowance (10 percent) and second the ICA (2,400 mt), is allocated to the Aleut Corporation for a pollock directed fishery. In the
Aleutian Islands subarea, the A season is allocated less than or equal to 40 percent of the ABC and the B season is allocated the remainder of

the pollock directed fishery.

2|n the Bering Sea subarea, pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(C), no more than 28 percent of each sector's annual DFA may be taken from the

SCA before April 1.

3 Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(4), not less than 8.5 percent of the DFA allocated to listed catcher/processors shall be available for harvest
only by eligible catcher vessels delivering to listed catcher/processors.
4Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(4)(iii), the AFA unlisted catcher/processors are limited to harvesting not more than 0.5 percent of the catcher/

processors sector’s allocation of pollock.

5Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(6), NMFS establishes an excessive harvesting share limit equal to 17.5 percent of the sum of the non-CDQ

pollock DFAs.

6 Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(7), NMFS establishes an excessive processing share limit equal to 30.0 percent of the sum of the non-CDQ

pollock DFAs.

7Pursuant to § 679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(6), NMFS establishes harvest limits for pollock in the A season in Area 541 of no more than 30 percent, in
Area 542 of no more than 15 percent, and in Area 543 of no more than 5 percent of the Aleutian Islands pollock ABC.
8The Bogoslof District is closed by the final harvest specifications to directed fishing for pollock. The amounts specified are for ICA only and

are not apportioned by season or sector.

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

Allocation of the Atka Mackerel TACs

Section 679.20(a)(8) allocates the Atka
mackerel TACs to the Amendment 80
and BSAI trawl limited access sectors,
after subtracting the CDQ reserves, jig
gear allocation, and ICAs for the BSAI
trawl limited access sector and non-
traw] gear sector (Tables 6 and 7). The
percentage of the ITAC for Atka
mackerel allocated to the Amendment
80 and BSALI trawl limited access sectors
is listed in Table 33 to 50 CFR part 679
and in § 679.91. Pursuant to
§679.20(a)(8)(i), up to 2 percent of the
EAI and the Bering Sea subarea Atka
mackerel ITAC may be allocated to
vessels using jig gear. The percent of
this allocation is recommended
annually by the Council based on
several criteria, including, among other
criteria, the anticipated harvest capacity
of the jig gear fleet. The Council
recommended, and NMFS approves, a
0.5 percent allocation of the Atka

mackerel ITAC in the EAI and Bering
Sea subarea to the jig gear sector in 2017
and 2018. This percentage is applied to
the Atka mackerel TAC after subtracting
the CDQ reserve and the ICA.

Section 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(A) apportions
the Atka mackerel TAC into two equal
seasonal allowances. Section
679.23(e)(3) sets the first seasonal
allowance for directed fishing with
trawl gear from January 20 through June
10 (A season), and the second seasonal
allowance from June 10 through
December 31 (B season). Section
679.23(e)(4)(iii) applies Atka mackerel
seasons to CDQ Atka mackerel trawl
fishing. The ICA and jig gear allocations
are not apportioned by season.

Sections 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(C)(1)(i) and
(i1) limit Atka mackerel catch within
waters 0 nm to 20 nm of Steller sea lion
sites listed in Table 6 to 50 CFR part 679
and located west of 178° W longitude to
no more than 60 percent of the annual

TAGCs in Areas 542 and 543, and equally
divide the annual TAC between the A
and B seasons as defined at
§679.23(e)(3). Section
679.20(a)(8)(ii)(C)(2) requires that the
annual TAC in Area 543 will be no more
than 65 percent of the ABC in Area 543.
Section 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(D) requires that
any unharvested Atka mackerel A
season allowance that is added to the B
season be prohibited from being
harvested within waters 0 nm to 20 nm
of Steller sea lion sites listed in Table

6 to 50 CFR part 679 and located in
Areas 541, 542, and 543.

Tables 6 and 7 list these 2017 and
2018 Atka mackerel seasons, area
allowances, and the sector allocations.
The 2018 allocations for Atka mackerel
between Amendment 80 cooperatives
and the Amendment 80 limited access
sector will not be known until eligible
participants apply for participation in
the program by November 1, 2017.
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TABLE 6—FINAL 2017 SEASONAL AND SPATIAL ALLOWANCES, GEAR SHARES, CDQ RESERVE, INCIDENTAL CATCH
ALLOWANCE, AND AMENDMENT 80 ALLOCATIONS OF THE BSAI ATKA MACKEREL TAC

[Amounts are in metric tons]

2017 allocation by area

Sector? Season234 Eastern Aleu- Central Western
tian District/ Aleutian Aleutian
Bering Sea District > District
TAC ...coveenee. 34,500 18,000 12,500
CDQ reserve 3,692 1,926 1,338
1,846 963 669
n/a 578 401
1,846 963 669
n/a 578 401
NoNn-CDQ TAC ..o, 30,809 16,074 11,163
1,000 75 20
JIG G e Total 149 0 0
BSAI trawl limited acCess .........ccceevvvvveeeeeeennns Total 2,966 1,600 0
1,483 800 0
n/a 480 0
1,483 800 0
n/a 480 0
Amendment 80 SECtOrS .......ccccvvveeeeeevriiniieennnn. TOtal e 26,694 14,399 11,143
A e 13,347 7,200 5,571
B e 13,347 7,200 5,571
Alaska Groundfish Cooperative ...........ccccee..e TOtal® e 15,096 8,552 6,853
A e, 7,548 4,276 3,427
Critical Habitat ..........cccccovevviiieeiiie e, n/a 2,566 2,056
B oo ——————————— 7,548 4,276 3,427
Critical Habitat ..........cccccoeeiviiieniiieeeeee e, n/a 2,566 2,056
Alaska Seafood Cooperative ..........cccccoeeneeene TOtal® oo 11,598 5,847 4,290
S SRS 5,799 2,924 2,145
Critical Habitat ..........cccccoeeeiiiiiiiiieeiee e, n/a 1,754 1,287
N 5,799 2,924 2,145
Critical Habitat ..........cccccoeeeeiiiiiiiiiceiee e, n/a 1,754 1,287

1Section 679.20(a)(8)(ii) allocates the Atka mackerel TACs, after subtracting the CDQ reserves, jig gear allocation, and ICAs, to the Amend-
ment 80 and BSAI trawl limited access sectors. The allocation of the ITAC for Atka mackerel to the Amendment 80 and BSAI traw! limited ac-
cess sectors is established in Table 33 to 50 CFR part 679 and §679.91. The CDQ reserve is 10.7 percent of the TAC for use by CDQ partici-
pants (see §§679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) and 679.31).
2 Sections 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(A) and 679.22(a) establish temporal and spatial limitations for the Atka mackerel fishery.
3The seasonal allowances of Atka mackerel are 50 percent in the A season and 50 percent in the B season.
4 Section 679.23(e)(3) authorizes directed fishing for Atka mackerel with trawl gear during the A season from January 20 to June 10 and the B
season from June 10 to December 31.
5 Section 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(C)(7)(/) limits no more than 60 percent of the annual TACs in Areas 542 and 543 to be caught inside of critical habi-
tat; section 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(C)(7)(i) equally divides the annual TACs between the A and B seasons as defined at §679.23(e)(3); and section
679.20(a)(8)(ii)(C)(2) requires the TAC in Area 543 shall be no more than 65 percent of ABC.
6 Section 679.20(a)(8)(i) requires that up to 2 percent of the Eastern Aleutian District and the Bering Sea subarea TAC be allocated to jig gear
after subtracting the CDQ reserve and ICA. The amount of this allocation is 0.5 percent. The jig gear allocation is not apportioned by season.
Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

TABLE 7—FINAL 2018 SEASONAL AND SPATIAL ALLOWANCES, GEAR SHARES, CDQ RESERVE, INCIDENTAL CATCH
ALLOWANCE, AND AMENDMENT 80 ALLOCATION OF THE BSAI ATKA MACKEREL TAC

[Amounts are in metric tons]

2018 allocation by area

Sector 1 Season234 Eastern Aleu- Central Western

tian District/ Aleutian Aleutian

Bering Seas District> District 5
TAC e n/a 34,000 18,500 12,500
CDQ rESEIVE ..oeeeeeeeeeteee et Total 3,638 1,980 1,338
A s 1,819 990 669
Critical Habitat n/a 594 401
B o 1,819 990 669
Critical Habitat n/a 594 401
NON-CDQ TAC ...ovieeeeeeeeee e n/a 30,362 16,521 11,163
ICA .. Total 1,000 75 20
JIgO Total 147 0 0
BSAI trawl limited access .........ccccceeevcvveeennenn. Total 2,922 1,645 0
A 1,461 822 0
Critical Habitat n/a 493 0
= S, 1,461 822 0
Critical Habitat n/a 493 0
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TABLE 7—FINAL 2018 SEASONAL AND SPATIAL ALLOWANCES, GEAR SHARES, CDQ RESERVE, INCIDENTAL CATCH
ALLOWANCE, AND AMENDMENT 80 ALLOCATION OF THE BSAI ATKA MACKEREL TAC—Continued

[Amounts are in metric tons]

2018 allocation by area

Sector? Season234 Eastern Aleu- Central Western

tian District/ Aleutian Aleutian

Bering Seas District> District 5
Amendment 80 sectors” .........cccovvveeeeeeeciininnns Total e 26,294 14,801 11,143
A e 13,147 7,400 5,571
O 13,147 7,400 5,571

1Section 679.20(a)(8)(ii) allocates the Atka mackerel TACs, after subtracting the CDQ reserves, jig gear allocation, and ICAs, to the Amend-
ment 80 and BSAI trawl limited access sectors. The allocation of the ITAC for Atka mackerel to the Amendment 80 and BSAI trawl limited ac-
cess sectors is established in Table 33 to 50 CFR part 679 and §679.91. The CDQ reserve is 10.7 percent of the TAC for use by CDQ partici-

pants (see §§679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) and 679.31).

2 Sections 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(A) and 679.22(a) establish temporal and spatial limitations for the Atka mackerel fishery.
3The seasonal allowances of Atka mackerel are 50 percent in the A season and 50 percent in the B season.
4 Section 679.23(e)(3) authorizes directed fishing for Atka mackerel with trawl gear during the A season from January 20 to June 10 and the B

season from June 10 to December 31.

5 Section 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(C)(7)(i) limits no more than 60 percent of the annual TACs in Areas 542 and 543 to be caught inside of critical habi-
tat; section 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(C)(7)(ii) equally divides the annual TACs between the A and B seasons as defined at §679.23(e)(3); and section
679.20(a)(8)(ii)(C)(2) requires the TAC in Area 543 shall be no more than 65 percent of ABC.

6 Section 679.20(a)(8)(i) requires that up to 2 percent of the Eastern Aleutian District and the Bering Sea subarea TAC be allocated to jig gear
after subtracting the CDQ reserve and ICA. The amount of this allocation is 0.5 percent. The jig gear allocation is not apportioned by season.

7The 2018 allocations for Atka mackerel between Amendment 80 cooperatives and the Amendment 80 limited access sector will not be known
until eligible participants apply for participation in the program by November 1, 2017. NMFS will post 2018 Amendment 80 allocations when they

become available in December 2017.

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

Allocation of the Pacific Cod TAC

The Council separated Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands subarea OFLs, ABCs,
and TACs for Pacific cod in 2014 (79 FR
12108, March 4, 2014). Section
679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) allocates 10.7 percent
of the Bering Sea TAC and Aleutian
Islands TAC to the CDQ program. After
CDQ allocations have been deducted
from the respective Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands Pacific cod TAGCs, the
remaining Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Pacific cod TACs are combined
for calculating further BSAI Pacific cod
sector allocations. However, if the non-
CDQ Pacific cod TAC is or will be
reached in either the Bering Sea or
Aleutian Islands subareas, NMFS will
prohibit non-CDQ directed fishing for
Pacific cod in that subarea as provided
in § 679.20(d)(1)(iii).

Sections 679.20(a)(7)(i) and (ii)
allocate to the non-CDQ sectors the
Pacific cod TAC in the combined BSAI
TAC, after subtracting 10.7 percent for
the CDQQ program, as follows: 1.4
Percent to vessels using jig gear; 2.0
percent to hook-and-line or pot CVs less
than 60 ft (18.3 m) length overall (LOA);
0.2 percent to hook-and-line CVs greater
than or equal to 60 ft (18.3 m) LOA; 48.7
percent to hook-and-line C/P; 8.4
percent to pot CVs greater than or equal
to 60 ft (18.3 m) LOA; 1.5 percent to pot
C/Ps; 2.3 percent to AFA trawl C/Ps;
13.4 percent to Amendment 80 trawl
C/Ps; and 22.1 percent to trawl CVs. The
ICA for the hook-and-line and pot
sectors will be deducted from the
aggregate portion of Pacific cod TAC

allocated to the hook-and-line and pot
sectors. For 2017 and 2018, the Regional
Administrator establishes an ICA of 500
mt based on anticipated incidental catch
by these sectors in other fisheries.

The ITAC allocation of Pacific cod to
the Amendment 80 sector is established
in Table 33 to 50 CFR part 679 and
§679.91. The 2018 allocations for
Amendment 80 species between
Amendment 80 cooperatives and the
Amendment 80 limited access sector
will not be known until eligible
participants apply for participation in
the program by November 1, 2017.

The Pacific cod ITAC is apportioned
into seasonal allowances to disperse the
Pacific cod fisheries over the fishing
year (see §§679.20(a)(7)(1)(B),
(a)(7)(iv)(A), and 679.23(e)(5)). In
accordance with §679.20(a)(7)(iv)(B)
and (C), any unused portion of a
seasonal Pacific cod allowance for any
sector, except the jig sector, will become
available at the beginning of the next
seasonal allowance.

Section 679.20(a)(7)(vii) requires the
Regional Administrator to establish an
Area 543 Pacific cod harvest limit based
on Pacific cod abundance in Area 543.
Based on the 2016 stock assessment, the
Regional Administrator determined the
Area 543 Pacific cod harvest limit to be
25.6 percent of the Aleutian Islands
Pacific cod TAC for 2017 and 2018.
NMFS will first subtract the State GHL
Pacific cod amount from the Aleutian
Islands Pacific cod ABC. Then NMFS
will determine the harvest limit in Area
543 by multiplying the percentage of

Pacific cod estimated in Area 543 by the
remaining ABC for Aleutian Islands
Pacific cod. Based on these calculations,
the Area 543 harvest limit is 4,018 mt.

Section 679.20(a)(7)(viii) requires
specification of the 2018 Pacific cod
allocations for the Aleutian Islands ICA,
DFA, CV Harvest Set-Aside, and
Unrestricted Fishery, as well as the
Bering Sea Trawl CV A-Season Sector
Limitation. If NMFS receives
notification of intent to process Aleutian
Islands subarea Pacific Cod from either
the city of Adak or the city of Atka, the
harvest limits in Table 9a will be in
effect in 2018. Notification of intent to
process Aleutian Islands subarea Pacific
cod must be postmarked by October 31,
2017, and submitted electronically to
NMEFS by October 31, 2017. In addition
to the notification requirement,
§679.20(a)(7)(viii) also contains specific
performance requirements that (1) if less
than 1,000 mt of the Aleutian Islands
CV Harvest Set-Aside is delivered to
Aleutian Islands shoreplants by
February 28, 2018, the Aleutian Islands
CV Harvest Set-Aside is lifted and the
Bering Sea Trawl CV A-Season Sector
Limitation is suspended and (2) if the
entire Aleutian Islands CV Harvest Set-
Aside is fully harvested and delivered to
Aleutian Islands shoreplants before
March 15, 2018, the Bering Sea Trawl
CV A-Season Sector Limitation is
suspended.

The CDQ and non-CDQ seasonal
allowances by gear based on the 2017
and 2018 Pacific cod TACs are listed in
Tables 8 and 9, and are based on the
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sector allocation percentages and 679.20(a)(7)(iv)(A) and the seasons for
seasonal allowances for Pacific cod set Pacific cod set forth at §679.23(e)(5).
forth at §§679.20(a)(7)(i)(B) and
TABLE 8—FINAL 2017 GEAR SHARES AND SEASONAL ALLOWANCES OF THE BSAI PAcIFic COD TAC
[Amounts are in metric tons]
2017 share of 2017 seasonal apportionment
Gear sector Percent gear sector 22;Ztcs>p?c§?alof PP
total Seasons Amount
BS TAC .. n/a 223,704 N/A | N/@ oo n/a
BS CDQ ......cceu... n/a 23,936 n/a | see §679.20(a)(7)(i)(B) ..cceeveerrerannen. n/a
BS non-CDQ TAC .. n/a 199,768 N/A | N/ i n/a
Al TAC ..o n/a 15,695 N/A | N/8 oo n/a
Al CDQ ...cooovvrienen. n/a 1,679 n/a | see §679.20(a)(7)(i)(B) ..eeeeererirerernns n/a
Al non-CDQ TAC .....ccocvvevcvveeenns n/a 14,016 L0V W o V- N n/a
Western Aleutian Island Limit .... n/a 4,018 N/A | N/ oo n/a
Total BSAI non-CDQ TAC! ....... 100 213,783 L0V U o V- SN n/a
Total hook-and-line/pot gear ... 60.8 129,980 N/A | N/@ e n/a
Hook-and-line/pot ICA2 .......... n/a 500 n/a | see §679.20(a)(7)(i))(B) ..oveevverrerieenns n/a
Hook-and-line/pot sub-total ............... n/a 129,480 N/A | N8 oo n/a
Hook-and-line catcher/processor ...... 48.7 n/a 103,712 | Jan 1-dJun 10 .....cccciiiieeiiiiieeeee e, 52,893
........................................................................ Jun 10-Dec 31 ... 50,819
Hook-and-line catcher vessel > 60 ft 0.2 n/a 426 | Jan 1-Jun 10 ...ccooiiiiiiieiee e 217
LOA.
........................................................................ Jun 10-Dec 31 ..o, 209
Pot catcher/processor .........ccccceeeeeenee 15 n/a 3,194 | Jan 1—Jun 10 1,629
........................................................................ Sept 1-Dec 31 ... 1,565
Pot catcher vessel > 60 ft LOA ........ 8.4 n/a 17,889 | Jan 1-Jun 10 9,123
........................................................................ Sept 1-Dec 31 ... 8,765
Catcher vessel < 60 ft LOA using 2 n/a 4,259 | N/8 oo n/a
hook-and-line or pot gear.
Trawl catcher vessel .........cccccevneeenne 22.1 47,246 n/a | Jan 20-Apr 1 34,962
Apr 1=Jun 10 ... 5,197
Jun 10-Nov 1 .. 7,087
AFA trawl catcher/processor ............. 2.3 4,917 n/a | Jan 20-Apr 1 ... 3,688
........................................................................ Apr 1=Jun 10 ... 1,229
........................................................................ Jun 10-Nov 1 .. 0
Amendment 80 ......ccccceeeiiiiiiiiiieeee 13.4 28,647 n/a | Jan 20-Apr 1 21,485
........................................................................ Apr 1=Jun 10 7,162
........................................................................ Jun 10-Nov 1 .. 0
Alaska Groundfish Cooperative ........ n/a n/a 4,522 | Jan 20-Apr 1 ... 3,392
........................................................................ Apr 1=Jun 10 ...... 1,131
........................................................................ Jun 10-Dec 31 0
Alaska Seafood Cooperative ............ n/a n/a 24,125 | Jan 20—Apr 1 ....ccooeeveiiiienieeeen 18,094
........................................................................ Apr 1-Jun 10 ...... 6,031
Jun 10-Dec 31 ... 0
Jan 1-Apr 30 ...... 1,796
Apr 30—Aug 31 ... 599
Aug 31-Dec 31 ..o 599

1The gear shares and seasonal allowances for BSAI Pacific cod TAC are based on the sum of the BS and Al Pacific cod TACs, after the sub-
traction of CDAQ. If the TAC for Pacific cod in either the Al or BS is reached, then directed fishing for Pacific cod in that subarea may be prohib-

ited, even if a BSAI allowance remains.

2The ICA for the hook-and-line and pot sectors will be deducted from the aggregate portion of Pacific cod TAC allocated to the hook-and-line
and pot sectors. The Regional Administrator approves an ICA of 500 mt for 2017 based on anticipated incidental catch in these fisheries.
Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

TABLE 9—FINAL 2018 GEAR SHARES AND SEASONAL ALLOWANCES OF THE BSAI PAcIFic COD TAC

[Amounts are in metric tons]

2018 share of

2018 share of

2018 seasonal apportionment

Gear sector Percent ear sector
9 total sector total Seasons Amount
BS TAC ..o n/a 223,704 N/A | N/ i n/a
BS CDQ ....cccocvvene n/a 23,936 n/a | see §679.20(a)(7)(i)(B) .... n/a
BS non-CDQ TAC .. n/a 199,768 n/a | nfa .ooevvieeeeeeeeeiieeenn. n/a
Al TAC ....cooeeeee n/a 15,695 n/a | nfa .o, n/a
AICDQ ...ccocvverenne n/a 1,679 n/a | see §679.20(a)(7)(i)(B) n/a
Al non-CDQ TAC ....oooeeieeeeeeeeee, n/a 14,016 0V I o V- SN n/a
Western Aleutian Island Limit ........... n/a 4,018 n/a n/a
Total BSAI non-CDQ TAC ....... n/a 213,783 n/a n/a
Total hook-and-line/pot gear ... 60.8 129,980 n/a n/a
Hook-and-line/pot ICA2 .................... n/a 500 n/a n/a




11838

Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 37/Monday, February 27, 2017/Rules and Regulations

TABLE 9—FINAL 2018 GEAR SHARES AND SEASONAL ALLOWANCES OF THE BSAI PAciFic COD TAC—Continued
[Amounts are in metric tons]

2018 share of 2018 seasonal apportionment
Gear sector Percent gear sector ch)égtgr?(;?alof PP
total Seasons Amount
Hook-and-line/pot sub-total ............... n/a 129,480 N/A | N/8 oo n/a
Hook-and-line catcher/processor ...... 48.7 n/a 103,712 | Jan 1—Jun 10 52,893
........................................................................ Jun 10-Dec 31 ... 50,819
Hook-and-line catcher vessel > 60 ft 0.2 n/a 426 | Jan 1—Jun 10 217
LOA.
........................................................................ Jun 10-Dec 31 209
Pot catcher/processor .........ccccceeueene 15 n/a 3,194 | Jan 1—Jun 10 1,629
........................................................................ Sept 1-Dec 31 ... 1,565
Pot catcher vessel > 60 ft LOA ........ 8.4 n/a 17,889 | Jan 1-Jun 10 9,123
........................................................................ Sept 1-Dec 31 ... 8,765
Catcher vessel < 60 ft LOA using 2 n/a 4,259 | N/ oot n/a
hook-and-line or pot gear.
Trawl catcher vessel .......ccccoeeeeennnnn. 221 47,246 n/a | Jan 20—-Apr 1 ......ccccoviieiinnieeneeen, 34,962
........................................................................ Jun 10-Nov 1 .. 7,087
AFA trawl catcher/processor ............. 2.3 4,917 n/a | Jan 20-Apr 1 ... 3,688
........................................................................ Apr 1=Jun 10 ... 1,229
........................ Jun 10-Nov 1 .. 0
Amendment 80 ..........ccceevveveeeeiiiiinnes 13.4 Jan 20-Apr 1 ... 21,485
Apr 1—=Jun 10 ...... 7,162
Jun 10-Dec 31 ... 0
Jan 1-Apr 30 ...... 1,796
........................ Apr 30-Aug 31 ... 599
........................................................................ Aug 31-Dec 31 ... 599

1The gear shares and seasonal allowances for BSAI Pacific cod TAC are based on the sum of the BS and Al Pacific cod TACs, after the sub-
traction of CDQ. If the TAC for Pacific cod in either the Al or BS is reached, then directed fishing for Pacific cod in that subarea may be prohib-

ited, even if a BSAI allowance remains.

2The ICA for the hook-and-line and pot sectors will be deducted from the aggregate portion of Pacific cod TAC allocated to the hook-and-line
and pot sectors. The Regional Administrator approves an ICA of 500 mt for 2018 based on anticipated incidental catch in these fisheries.

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may

TABLE 9a—2018 BSAlI A—SEASON
PAcIFic CoD LIMITS IF ALEUTIAN Is-
LANDS SHOREPLANTS INTEND TO
PRoOCESs PAcIFic CoD 1

2018 Allocations
under Aleutian Islands ATn?tL;nt
CV Harvest Set-Aside
Al non-CDQ TAC ......ccceee..... 14,016
AlICA ................ 2,500
AIDFA ..o 11,516
BS non-CDQ TAC 199,768
BSAI Trawl CV A-Season Al-
location .....ccceeevvciiiiieeinie 34,962
BSAI Trawl CV A-Season Al-
location minus Sector Limi-
tation?2 ......occeeeeiiee e 29,962
BS Trawl CV A-Season Sec-
tor Limitation .................... 5,000
Al CV Harvest Set-Aside ...... 5,000
Al Unrestricted Fishery ......... 6,516

1These allocations will apply in 2018 only if
NMFS receives notice of intent to process
Aleutian Islands subarea Pacific cod by Octo-
ber 31, 2017, pursuant to §679.20(a)(7)(viii)
and if the performance requirements set forth
in §679.20(a)(7)(viii) are likewise met.

not total precisely due to rounding.

2This is the amount of the BSAI trawl CV A-
season allocation that may be harvested in the
Bering Sea prior to March 21, 2018, unless
modified because the performance require-
ments were not met.

Sablefish Gear Allocation

Sections 679.20(a)(4)(iii) and (iv)
require allocation of the sablefish TAC
for the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
subareas between trawl and hook-and-
line or pot gear sectors. Gear allocations
of the TAC for the Bering Sea subarea
are 50 percent for trawl gear and 50
percent for hook-and-line or pot gear.
Gear allocations of the TAC for the
Aleutian Islands subarea are 25 percent
for trawl gear and 75 percent for hook-
and-line or pot gear. Section
679.20(b)(1)(ii)(B) requires NMFS to
apportion 20 percent of the hook-and-
line or pot gear allocation of sablefish to
the CDQ reserve. Additionally,
§679.20(b)(1)(ii)(D)(1) requires that 7.5
percent of the trawl gear allocation of
sablefish from the non-specified
reserves, established under

§679.20(b)(1)(i), be assigned to the CDQ
reserve. The Council recommended that
only trawl sablefish TAC be established
biennially. The harvest specifications
for the hook-and-line gear and pot gear
sablefish Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ)
fisheries are limited to the 2017 fishing
year to ensure those fisheries are
conducted concurrently with the halibut
IFQ fishery. Concurrent sablefish and
halibut IFQ fisheries reduce the
potential for discards of halibut and
sablefish in those fisheries. The
sablefish IFQ fisheries remain closed at
the beginning of each fishing year until
the final harvest specifications for the
sablefish IFQ fisheries are in effect.
Table 10 lists the 2017 and 2018 gear
allocations of the sablefish TAC and
CDQ reserve amounts.

TABLE 10—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 GEAR SHARES AND CDQ RESERVE OF BSAI SABLEFISH TACS

[Amounts are in metric tons]

Subarea and gear z?r-lgggt 20(1)f7 Tiréare 2017 ITAC 2%;3?\/2(3 20;f8_|%h€re 2018 ITAC 2?;Se%/20
Bering Sea:
Trawl ! oo 50 637 541 48 637 541 48
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TABLE 10—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 GEAR SHARES AND CDQ RESERVE OF BSAI SABLEFISH TACS—Continued
[Amounts are in metric tons]

Percent 2017 Share 2017 CDQ 2018 Share 2018 CDQ
Subarea and gear of TAC of TAC 2017 ITAC reserve of TAC 2018 ITAC reserve
Hook-and-line/pot gear2 ..... 50 637 510 127 n/a n/a n/a
Total oo 100 1,274 1,051 175 637 541 48
Aleutian Islands:
Trawl ! o 25 434 369 33 434 369 33
Hook-and-line/pot gear2 ..... 75 1,301 1,041 260 n/a n/a n/a
Total .o 100 1,735 1,410 293 434 369 33

1 Except for the sablefish hook-and-line or pot gear allocation, 15 percent of TAC is apportioned to the nonspecified reserve (§ 679.20(b)(1)(i)).
The ITAC is the remainder of the TAC after the subtracting these reserves.

2For the portion of the sablefish TAC allocated to vessels using hook-and-line or pot gear, 20 percent of the allocated TAC is reserved for use
by CDQ participants (§679.20(b)(1)(ii)(B)). The Council recommended that specifications for the hook-and-line gear sablefish IFQ fisheries be
limited to one year.

Note: Sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

Allocation of the Aleutian Islands sector, after subtracting 10.7 percent for The 2018 allocations for Amendment
Pacific Ocean Perch, and BSAI Flathead the CDQ reserve and an ICA for the 80 species between Amendment 80
Sole, Rock Sole, and Yellowfin Sole BSAI trawl limited access sector and cooperatives and the Amendment 80
TACs vessels using non-trawl gear. The limited access sector will not be known
allocation of the ITAC for Aleutian until eligible participants apply for
Sections 679.20(a)(10)(i) and (ii) Islands Pacific ocean perch, and BSAI participation in the program by
require that NMFS allocate Aleutian flathead sole, rock sole, and yellowfin November 1, 2017. Tables 11 and 12 list
Islands Pacific ocean perch, and BSAI sole to the Amendment 80 sector is the 2017 and 2018 allocations of the
flathead sole, rock sole, and yellowfin established in accordance with Tables Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean perch,
sole TAC between the Amendment 80 33 and 34 to 50 CFR part 679 and and BSAI flathead sole, rock sole, and
sector and BSAI trawl limited access §679.91. yellowfin sole TACs.

TABLE 11—FINAL 2017 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT QUOTA (CDQ) RESERVES, INCIDENTAL CATCH AMOUNTS (ICAS), AND
AMENDMENT 80 ALLOCATIONS OF THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH, AND BSAI FLATHEAD SOLE, ROCK
SOLE, AND YELLOWFIN SOLE TACS

[Amounts are in metric tons]

Pacific ocean perch Flathead sole Rock sole Yellowfin sole

Sector Eastern Central Western

Aleutian Aleutian Aleutian BSAI BSAI BSAI

District District District
TAC e 7,900 7,000 9,000 14,500 47,100 154,000
CDQ oo 845 749 963 1,652 5,040 16,478
ICA e, 100 60 10 4,000 5,000 4,500
BSAI trawl limited access .... 695 619 161 0 0 18,151
Amendment 80 ........cccceeeeiieeennn 6,259 5,572 7,866 8,949 37,060 114,871
Alaska Groundfish Cooperative ..... 3,319 2,954 4171 918 9,168 45,638
Alaska Seafood Cooperative ................... 2,940 2,617 3,695 8,031 27,893 69,233

Note: Sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

TABLE 12—FINAL 2018 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT QUOTA (CDQ) RESERVES, INCIDENTAL CATCH AMOUNTS (ICAS), AND
AMENDMENT 80 ALLOCATIONS OF THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH, AND BSAI FLATHEAD SOLE, ROCK
SOLE, AND YELLOWFIN SOLE TACS

[Amounts are in metric tons]

Pacific ocean perch Flathead sole Rock sole Yellowfin sole

Sector Eastern Central Western

Aleutian Aleutian Aleutian BSAI BSAI BSAI

District District District
TAC s 7,900 7,000 9,000 14,500 47,100 154,000
CDQ oo 845 749 963 1,652 5,040 16,478
ICA e 100 60 10 4,000 5,000 4,500
BSAI trawl limited access .... 695 619 161 0 0 18,151
Amendment 807 .......cooiiiiieiee, 6,259 5,572 7,866 8,949 37,060 114,871

1The 2018 allocations for Amendment 80 species between Amendment 80 cooperatives and the Amendment 80 limited access sector will not
be known until eligible participants apply for participation in the program by November 1, 2017. NMFS will publish 2018 Amendment 80 alloca-
tions when they become available in December 2017.

Note: Sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.
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Section 679.2 defines the ABC surplus
for flathead sole, rock sole, and
yellowfin sole as the difference between
the annual ABC and TAC for each
species. Section 679.20(b)(1)(iii)
establishes ABC reserves for flathead
sole, rock sole, and yellowfin sole. The
ABC surpluses and the ABC reserves are
necessary to mitigate the operational
variability, environmental conditions,
and economic factors that may constrain
the CDQ groups and the Amendment 80

cooperatives from achieving, on a
continuing basis, the optimum yield in
the BSAI groundfish fisheries. NMFS,
after consultation with the Council, may
set the ABC reserve at or below the ABC
surplus for each species thus
maintaining the TAC below ABC limits.
An amount equal to 10.7 percent of the
ABC reserves will be allocated as CDQ
reserves for flathead sole, rock sole, and
yellowfin sole. The Amendment 80 ABC
reserves shall be the ABC reserves

minus the CDQ ABC reserves. Section
679.91(1)(2) establishes each
Amendment 80 cooperative ABC reserve
to be the ratio of each cooperatives’
quota share units and the total
Amendment 80 quota share units,
multiplied by the Amendment 80 ABC
reserve for each respective species.
Table 13 lists the 2017 and 2018 ABC
surplus and ABC reserves for BSAI
flathead sole, rock sole, and yellowfin
sole.

TABLE 13—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 ABC SURPLUS, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT QUOTA (CDQ) ABC RESERVES, AND
AMENDMENT 80 ABC RESERVES IN THE BSAI FOR FLATHEAD SOLE, ROCK SOLE, AND YELLOWFIN SOLE

[Amounts are in metric tons]

Sector 2017 2017 2017 2018 2018 2018

Flathead sole Rock sole Yellowfin sole | Flathead sole Rock sole Yellowfin sole
ABC oo 68,278 155,100 260,800 66,164 143,100 250,800
TAC s 14,500 47,100 154,000 14,500 47,100 154,000
ABC SUMPIUS ..oeveieieeeeeeeeee e 53,778 108,000 106,800 51,664 96,000 96,800
ABC E€SEIVE .....ooiiiiiiiaieeieeiie e 53,778 108,000 106,800 51,664 96,000 96,800
CDQ ABC r€SEIVE ...uvvveereeeeeiieeeeineennees 5,754 11,556 11,428 5,528 10,272 10,358
Amendment 80 ABC reserve ................... 48,024 96,444 95,372 46,136 85,728 86,442
Alaska Groundfish Cooperative for 20171 4,926 23,857 37,891 n/a n/a n/a
Alaska Seafood Cooperative for 20171 ... 43,098 72,587 57,481 n/a n/a n/a

1The 2018 allocations for Amendment 80 species between Amendment 80 cooperatives and the Amendment 80 limited access sector will not
be known until eligible participants apply for participation in the program by November 1, 2017.

PSC Limits for Halibut, Salmon, Crab,
and Herring

Section 679.21(b), (e), (f), and (g) sets
forth the BSAI PSC limits. Pursuant to
§679.21(b)(1), the 2017 and 2018 BSAI
halibut PSC limits total 3,515 mt.
Section 679.21(b)(1) allocates 315 mt of
the halibut PSC limit as the PSQ reserve
for use by the groundfish CDQ program,
1,745 mt of halibut PSC limit for the
Amendment 80 sector, 745 mt of halibut
PSC limit for the BSAI trawl limited
access sector, and 710 mt of halibut PSC
limit for the BSAI non-trawl sector.

Section 679.21(b)(1)(iii)(A) and (B)
authorizes apportionment of the non-
trawl halibut PSC limit into PSC
allowances among six fishery categories,
and §§679.21(b)(1)(ii)(A) and (B),
679.21(e)(3)(i)(B), and 679.21(e)(3)(iv)
require apportionment of the BSAI trawl
limited access halibut and crab PSC
limits into PSC allowances among seven
fishery categories. Tables 15 and 16 list
the fishery PSC allowances for the trawl
fisheries, and Table 17 lists the fishery
PSC allowances for the non-trawl
fisheries.

Pursuant to Section 3.6 of the FMP,
the Council recommends, and NMFS
agrees, that certain specified non-trawl
fisheries be exempt from the halibut
PSC limit. As in past years, after
consultation with the Council, NMFS
exempts pot gear, jig gear, and the
sablefish IFQ hook-and-line gear fishery
categories from halibut bycatch

restrictions for the following reasons: (1)
The pot gear fisheries have low halibut
bycatch mortality; (2) NMFS estimates
halibut mortality for the jig gear fleet to
be negligible because of the small size
of the fishery and the selectivity of the
gear; and (3) the sablefish and halibut
IFQ fisheries have low halibut bycatch
mortality because the IFQ program
requires legal-size halibut to be retained
by vessels using hook-and-line gear if a
halibut IFQ permit holder or a hired
master is aboard and is holding unused
halibut IFQ (§ 679.7(f)(11)).

The 2016 total groundfish catch for
the pot gear fishery in the BSAI was
46,578 mt, with an associated halibut
bycatch mortality of 2 mt. The 2016 jig
gear fishery harvested about 47 mt of
groundfish. Most vessels in the jig gear
fleet are exempt from observer coverage
requirements. As a result, observer data
are not available on halibut bycatch in
the jig gear fishery. However, as
mentioned above, NMFS estimates a
negligible amount of halibut bycatch
mortality because of the selective nature
of jig gear and the low mortality rate of
halibut caught with jig gear and
released.

Under §679.21(f)(2), NMFS annually
allocates portions of either 33,318,
45,000, 47,591, or 60,000 Chinook
salmon PSC limits among the AFA
sectors, depending on past bycatch
performance, on whether Chinook
salmon bycatch incentive plan

agreements (IPAs) are formed, and on
whether NMFS determines it is a low
Chinook salmon abundance year. NMFS
will determine that it is a low Chinook
salmon abundance year when
abundance of Chinook salmon in
western Alaska is less than or equal to
250,000 Chinook salmon. The State of
Alaska provides to NMFS an estimate of
Chinook salmon abundance using the 3-
System Index for western Alaska based
on the Kuskokwim, Unalakleet, and
Upper Yukon aggregate stock grouping.

If an AFA sector participates in an
approved IPA and it is not a low
Chinook salmon abundance year, then
NMFS will allocate a portion of the
60,000 PSC limit to that sector as
specified in § 679.21(f)(3)(iii)(A). If no
IPA is approved, or if the sector has
exceeded its performance standard
under § 679.21(f)(6), and it is not a low
abundance year, NMFS will allocate a
portion of the 47,591 Chinook salmon
PSC limit to that sector as specified in
§679.21(f)(3)(iii)(C). If an AFA sector
participates in an approved IPA in a low
abundance year, then NMFS will
allocate a portion of the 45,000 PSC
limit to that sector as specified in
§679.21(f)(3)(iii)(B). If no IPA is
approved, or if the sector has exceeded
its performance standard under
§679.21(f)(6), in a low abundance year,
NMFS will allocate a portion of the
33,318 Chinook salmon PSC limit to
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that sector as specified in
§679.21(f)(3)(iii)(D).

NMFS has determined that 2016 was
not a low Chinook salmon abundance
year based on the State of Alaska’s
estimate that Chinook salmon
abundance in western Alaska is greater
than 250,000 Chinook salmon.
Therefore, in 2017, the Chinook salmon
PSC limit is 60,000, and the AFA sector
Chinook salmon allocations are
seasonally allocated with 70 percent of
the allocation for the A season pollock
fishery, and 30 percent of the allocation
for the B season pollock fishery as stated
in §679.21(f)(3)(i). Allocations of the
Chinook salmon PSC limit of 60,000 to
each AFA sector are specified in
§679.21(f)(3)(iii)(A). Additionally, in
2017, the Chinook salmon bycatch
performance standard under
§679.21(f)(6) is 47,591 Chinook salmon,
allocated to each sector as specified in
§679.21(f)(3)(iii)(C).

The basis for these PSC limits is
described in detail in the final rule
implementing management measures for
Amendment 91 (75 FR 53026, August
30, 2010) and Amendment 110 (81 FR
37534, June 10, 2016). NMFS publishes
the approved IPAs, allocations, and
reports at http://
alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/
sustainablefisheries/bycatch/
default.htm.

Section 679.21(g)(2)(i) specifies 700
fish as the 2017 and 2018 Chinook
salmon PSC limit for the Aleutian
Islands subarea pollock fishery. Section
679.21(g)(2)(ii) allocates 7.5 percent, or
53 Chinook salmon, as the Aleutian
Islands subarea PSQ reserve for the CDQ
program and allocates the remaining
647 Chinook salmon to the non-CDQ
fisheries.

Section 679.21(f)(14)(i) specifies
42,000 fish as the 2017 and 2018 non-
Chinook salmon PSC limit in the
Catcher Vessel Operational Area
(CVOA). Section 679.21(f)(14)(ii)
allocates 10.7 percent, or 4,494 non-
Chinook salmon, in the CVOA as the
PSQ reserve for the CDQ program, and
allocates the remaining 37,506 non-
Chinook salmon in the CVOA as the
PSC limit for the non-CDQ fisheries.

PSC limits for crab and herring are
specified annually based on abundance
and spawning biomass. Section
679.21(e)(3)(i)(A)(1) allocates 10.7
percent from each trawl gear PSC limit
specified for crab as a PSQ reserve for
use by the groundfish CDQ program.

Based on the 2016 survey data, the
red king crab mature female abundance
is estimated to be at 22.8 million mature
red king crabs, and the effective

spawning biomass is estimated at 42.2
million lbs (19,148 mt). Based on the
criteria set out at §679.21(e)(1)(i), the
2017 and 2018 PSC limit of red king
crab in Zone 1 for trawl gear is 97,000
animals. This limit derives from the
mature female abundance of more than
8.4 million mature king crab and the
effective spawning biomass estimate of
more than 14.5 million 1bs (6,477 mt)
but less than 55 million lbs (24,948 mt).

Section 679.21(e)(3)(i1)(B)(2)
establishes criteria under which NMFS
must specify an annual red king crab
bycatch limit for the Red King Crab
Savings Subarea (RKCSS). The
regulations limit the RKCSS red king
crab bycatch limit to 25 percent of the
red king crab PSC limit, based on the
need to optimize the groundfish harvest
relative to red king crab bycatch. In
December 2016, the Council
recommended and NMFS concurs that
the red king crab bycatch limit be equal
to 25 percent of the red king crab PSC
limit within the RKCSS (Table 15).

Based on 2016 survey data, Tanner
crab (Chionoecetes bairdi) abundance is
estimated at 285 million animals.
Pursuant to criteria set out at
§679.21(e)(1)(ii), the calculated 2017
and 2018 C. bairdi crab PSC limit for
trawl gear is 830,000 animals in Zone 1,
and 2,070,000 animals in Zone 2. The
limit in Zone 1 is based on the
abundance of C. bairdi estimated at 285
million animals, which is greater than
270 million and less than 400 million
animals. The limit in Zone 2 is based on
the abundance of C. bairdi estimated at
285 million animals, which is greater
than 175 million animals and less than
290 million animals.

Pursuant to § 679.21(e)(1)(iii), the PSC
limit for snow crab (C. opilio) is based
on total abundance as indicated by the
NMFS annual bottom trawl survey. The
C. opilio crab PSC limit is set at 0.1133
percent of the Bering Sea abundance
index minus 150,000 crab. Based on the
2016 survey estimate of 8.169 billion
animals, which is above the minimum
PSC limit of 4.5 million and below the
maximum PSC limit of 13 million
animals, the calculated C. opilio crab
PSC limit is 9,105,477 animals.

Pursuant to §679.21(e)(1)(v), the PSC
limit of Pacific herring caught while
conducting any trawl operation for BSAI
groundfish is 1 percent of the annual
eastern Bering Sea herring biomass. The
best estimate of 2017 and 2018 herring
biomass is 201,278 mt. This amount was
developed by the Alaska Department of
Fish and Game based on biomass for
spawning aggregations. Therefore, the
herring PSC limit for 2017 and 2018 is

2,013 mt for all trawl gear as listed in
Tables 14 and 15.

Section 679.21(e)(3)(i)(A)(1) requires
crab PSQ reserves to be subtracted from
the total trawl crab PSC limits. The 2017
PSC limits assigned to the Amendment
80 and BSAI trawl limited access sectors
are specified in Table 35 to 50 CFR part
679. The resulting allocations of PSC
limit to CDQ PSQ, the Amendment 80
sector, and the BSAI trawl limited
access fisheries are listed in Table 14.
Pursuant to § 679.21(b)(1)(i),
679.21(e)(3)(vi) and § 679.91(d) through
(f), crab and halibut trawl PSC limits
assigned to the Amendment 80 sector
are then further allocated to
Amendment 80 cooperatives as PSC
cooperative quota as listed in Table 18.
PSC cooperative quota assigned to
Amendment 80 cooperatives is not
allocated to specific fishery categories.
In 2017, there are no vessels in the
Amendment 80 limited access sector.
The 2018 PSC allocations between
Amendment 80 cooperatives and the
Amendment 80 limited access sector
will not be known until eligible
participants apply for participation in
the program by November 1, 2017.
Section 679.21(e)(3)(i)(B) requires
NMFS to apportion each trawl PSC limit
not assigned to Amendment 80
cooperatives into PSC bycatch
allowances for seven specified fishery
categories in § 679.21(e)(3)(iv).

Section 679.21(b)(2) and (e)(5)
authorizes NMFS, after consulting with
the Council, to establish seasonal
apportionments of PSC amounts for the
BSAI trawl limited access and
Amendment 80 limited access sectors in
order to maximize the ability of the fleet
to harvest the available groundfish TAC
and to minimize bycatch. The factors to
be considered are (1) seasonal
distribution of prohibited species, (2)
seasonal distribution of target
groundfish species relative to prohibited
species distribution, (3) PSC bycatch
needs on a seasonal basis relevant to
prohibited species biomass and
expected catches of target species, (4)
expected variations in bycatch rates
throughout the year, (5) expected
changes in directed groundfish fishing
seasons, (6) expected start of fishing
effort, and (7) economic effects of
seasonal PSC apportionments on
industry sectors. The Council
recommended and NMFS approves the
seasonal PSC apportionments in Tables
15 and 16 to maximize harvest among
gear types, fisheries, and seasons while
minimizing bycatch of PSC based on the
above criteria.


http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/bycatch/default.htm
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/bycatch/default.htm
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/bycatch/default.htm
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/bycatch/default.htm
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TABLE 14—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 APPORTIONMENT OF PROHIBITED SPECIES CATCH ALLOWANCES TO NON-TRAWL GEAR,
THE CDQ PROGRAM, AMENDMENT 80, AND THE BSAI TRAWL LIMITED ACCESS SECTORS

Trawl PSC BSAI trawl

. CDQ PSQ remaining Amendment limited

PSC species and area’ Total PSC Non-trawl PSC reserve 2 after CDQ 80 sector 3 access

PSQ fishery
Halibut mortality (mt) BSAI ................. 3,515 710 315 n/a 1,745 745
Herring (mt) BSAI .....cccoooiiiiiiins 2,013 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Red king crab (animals) Zone 1 .... 97,000 n/a 10,379 86,621 43,293 26,489
C. opilio (animals) COBLZ ............. 9,105,477 n/a 974,286 8,131,191 3,996,480 2,613,365
C. bairdi crab (animals) Zone 1 830,000 n/a 88,810 741,190 312,115 348,285
C. bairdi crab (animals) Zone 2 2,070,000 n/a 221,490 1,848,510 437,542 865,288

1 Refer to §679.2 for definitions of zones.
2The PSQ reserve for crab species is 10.7 percent of each crab PSC limit.

3The Amendment 80 program reduced apportionment of the trawl PSC limits for crab below the total PSC limit. These reductions are not ap-

portioned to other gear types or sectors.

TABLE 15—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 HERRING AND RED KING CRAB SAVINGS SUBAREA PROHIBITED SPECIES CATCH

ALLOWANCES FOR ALL TRAWL SECTORS

Herring Red king crab
Fishery categories (mt) (animals)
BSAI Zone 1

N ) 1o3 g J=To [T PR 100 n/a
Rock sole/flathead sole/other flatfish 1 43 n/a
Greenland turbot/arrowtooth flounder/Kamchatka flounder/sablefish ............cocoveiiiiici e, 5 n/a
0Tt 4] o SRS 5 n/a
= Lol {To oo o [ OSSRt 10 n/a
MiIAWater traWl POIOCK .......oeeeiee ettt e et e e et e e e e ettt e e saee e e e nee e e e sneeeanneeesnneeeenreeeannneeanns 1,800 n/a
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other SPECIES 23 .........oiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt sae e b e b e b e e nareetee e 50 n/a
Red king crab savings subarea non-pelagic trawl gear? ...........oco i n/a 24,250
TOAI HTAWI PSC ...ttt e e e e et e e e e e e et e e e eeeesaasasbaeeeeaesaaassseseaeeeeaasbassseeesannsssaeeeeeesannsssseeaeeaans 2,013 97,000

1“Other flatfish” for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species), arrowtooth flounder, flathead sole,
Greenland turbot, Kamchatka flounder, rock sole, and yellowfin sole.

2Pollock other than pelagic trawl pollock, Atka mackerel, and “other species” fishery category.
3“Other species” for PSC monitoring includes skates, sculpins, sharks, squids, and octopuses.

4In December 2016, the Council recommended that the red king crab bycatch limit for non-pelagic trawl fisheries within the RKCSS be limited

to 25 percent of the red king crab PSC allowance (see §679.21(e)(3)(ii)(B)(2)).

Note: Species apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

TABLE 16—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 PROHIBITED SPECIES BYCATCH ALLOWANCES FOR THE BSAI TRAWL LIMITED ACCESS

SECTOR
Prohibited species and area
BSAI trawl limited access fisheries Halibut Red king crab C. opilio C. bairdi (animals)
mortality (mt) (animals) (animals)
BSAI Zone 1 coBLZ Zone 1 Zone 2

YelloWfin SOIE .....eiiiieiiicciee et 150 23,338 2,463,587 293,234 826,258
Rock sole/flathead sole/other flatfish2 ..............ccceeecneeneee. 0 0 0 0 0
Greenland turbot/arrowtooth flounder/Kamchatka flounder/

SADIEfISN .. 0 0 0 0 0
Rockfish April 15—December 31 .. 4 0 4,069 0 697
Pacific COO .....uviiiiiee s 391 2,954 105,008 50,816 34,848
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other species® ..........ccccevvirieennenns 200 197 40,701 4,235 3,485
Total BSAI trawl limited access PSC .........cccceeceeeeiiiieennns 745 26,489 2,613,365 348,285 865,288

1 Refer to §679.2 for definitions of areas.

2“Other flatfish” for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species), flathead sole, Greenland turbot, rock
sole, yellowfin sole, Kamchatka flounder, and arrowtooth flounder.

3“Other species” for PSC monitoring includes skates, sculpins, sharks, squids, and octopuses.

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

TABLE 17—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 HALIBUT PROHIBITED SPECIES BYCATCH ALLOWANCES FOR NON-TRAWL FISHERIES

Halibut mortality (mt) BSAI

. : Catcher/ Catcher
Non-trawl fisheries Seasons processor vessel All non-trawl
Pacific Cod ....oooviiiiiiieeeeec e Total Pacific cod .......ccovveveeeiiiiiiiee e, 648 13 | 661
January 1-June 10 .....cccceviviiiiniieeee, 388 9 I n/a
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TABLE 17—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 HALIBUT PROHIBITED SPECIES BYCATCH ALLOWANCES FOR NON-TRAWL FISHERIES—

Continued

Halibut mortality (mt) BSAI

: : Catcher/ Catcher
Non-trawl fisheries Seasons processor vessel All non-trawl
June 10-August 15 ..., 162 2 |n/a
August 15-December 31 ... 98 2 | n/a
Non-Pacific cod non-trawl-Total ...................... May 1-December 31 .................. n/a n/a | 49
Groundfish pot and jig ................ N/8 i n/a n/a | Exempt
Sablefish hook-and-line ....... n/a n/a n/a | Exempt
Total for all non-trawl PSC /8 ot n/a n/a | 710

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

TABLE 18—FINAL 2017 PROHIBITED SPECIES BYCATCH ALLOWANCE FOR THE BSAI AMENDMENT 80 COOPERATIVES

Prohibited species and zones
Cooperative Halibut Red king crab C. opilio C. bairdi (animals)
mortality (mt) (animals) (animals)
BSAI Zone 1 COBLZ Zone 1 Zone 2
Alaska Groundfish Cooperative ..........ccccccoveeiiiiienniieiieenns 474 12,459 1,258,109 82,136 112,839
Alaska Seafood Cooperative ..........cccocveeeriiereniieeiiieeeees 1,271 30,834 2,738,371 229,979 324,703

1 Refer to §679.2 for definitions of zones.

Note: Sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding.

Estimates of Halibut Biomass and Stock
Condition

The International Pacific Halibut
Commission (IPHC) annually assesses
the abundance and potential yield of the
Pacific halibut stock using all available
data from the commercial and sport
fisheries, other removals, and scientific
surveys. Additional information on the
Pacific halibut stock assessment may be
found in the IPHC’s 2016 Pacific halibut
stock assessment (December 2016),
available on the IPHC Web site at
www.iphc.int. The IPHC considered the
2016 Pacific halibut stock assessment at
its January 2017 annual meeting when
it set the 2017 commercial halibut
fishery catch limits.

Halibut Discard Mortality Rates

To monitor halibut bycatch mortality
allowances and apportionments, the
Regional Administrator uses observed
halibut incidental catch rates, halibut
discard mortality rates (DMRs), and
estimates of groundfish catch to project
when a fishery’s halibut bycatch
mortality allowance or seasonal
apportionment is reached. Halibut

incidental catch rates are based on
observers’ estimates of halibut
incidental catch in the groundfish
fishery. DMRs are estimates of the
proportion of incidentally caught
halibut that do not survive after being
returned to the sea. The cumulative
halibut mortality that accrues to a
particular halibut PSC limit is the
product of a DMR multiplied by the
estimated halibut PSC. DMRs are
estimated using the best information
available in conjunction with the annual
BSAI stock assessment process. The
DMR methodology and findings are
included as an appendix to the annual
BSAI groundfish SAFE report.

In 2016, the DMR estimation
methodology underwent revisions per
the Council’s directive. An interagency
halibut working group (IPHC, Council,
and NMFS staff) developed improved
estimation methods that have
undergone review by the Plan Team,
SSC, and the Council. A summary of the
revised methodology is included in the
BSAI proposed 2017 and 2018 harvest
specifications (81 FR 87863, December
6, 2016) and the comprehensive
discussion of the working group’s

statistical methodology is available from
the Council (see ADDRESSES). While the
DMR working group’s revised
methodology is intended to improve
estimation accuracy as well as
transparency and transferability in the
methodology used for calculating DMRs,
the working group will continue to
consider improvements to the
methodology used to calculate halibut
mortality. Future DMRs, including the
2018 DMRs, may change based on an
additional year of observer sampling
that could provide more recent and
accurate data and could improve the
accuracy of estimation and progress on
methodology.

At the December 2016 meeting, the
SSC, AP, and Council reviewed and
concurred in the revised DMR
estimation methodology proposed by
the working group. The Council
recommended the halibut DMRs derived
from this process for 2017 and 2018.
The final calculation of the DMRs
changed 1 percent from the proposed
DMRs for two sectors (hook-and-line
catcher vessel and pot sectors). Table 19
lists the proposed 2017 and 2018 DMRs.

TABLE 19—2017 AND 2018 PACIFIC HALIBUT DISCARD MORTALITY RATES FOR THE BSAI

Halibut discard
Gear Sector mortality rate

(percent)
Pelagic trawl ... ALl o e 100
NonN-pelagic trawl .........ccceeiciiiiiiiiiee s Mothership and catcher/processor ..........cccuvevireeieneeieneeiens 85
Non-pelagic trawl ..........cccoociiiiiiiie e CatCher VESSEI ..o 52
HOOK-aNd-liN@ ....ooueiiiiieceeee e CatCher/PrOCESSON .....ceiviieeeiriieesre et 8



http://www.iphc.int
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TABLE 19—2017 AND 2018 PACIFIC HALIBUT DISCARD MORTALITY RATES FOR THE BSAI—Continued

Halibut discard

Gear Sector mortality rate
(percent)
HOOK-aNA-NINE ...oveiieiieeieiee e CatCNer VESSEI ...ccouveeeciie et 14
POt e ere e ALl et e e reennaa s 6

Directed Fishing Closures

In accordance with §679.20(d)
the Regional Administrator may

establish a DFA for a species or species
group if the Regional Administrator

determines that any allocation or
apportionment of a target species

been or will be reached. If the Regional

Administrator establishes a DFA,
that allowance is or will be reach
before the end of the fishing year
will prohibit directed fishing for

species or species group in the specified
subarea, regulatory area, or district (see
§697.20(d)(1)(iii)). Similarly, pursuant
to §§679.21(b)(4) and (e)(7), if the
Regional Administrator determines that
a fishery category’s bycatch allowance

of halibut, red king crab, C. bairdi crab,
or C. opilio crab for a specified area has

(DA,

been reached, the Regional

in the specified area.
has

and
ed
, NMFS
that

Administrator will prohibit directed
fishing for each species in that category

Based on historic catch patterns and
anticipated fishing activity, the Regional
Administrator has determined that the
groundfish allocation amounts in Table
20 will be necessary as incidental catch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries for the 2017 and 2018 fishing
years. Consequently, in accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(i), the Regional
Administrator establishes the DFA for
the species and species groups in Table
20 as zero. Therefore, in accordance

with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is
prohibiting directed fishing for these

sectors and species in the specified

areas effective at 1200 hrs, A.l.t.,
February 27, 2017, through 2400 hrs,

A.l.t., December 31, 2018. Also, for the

BSAI trawl limited access sector,
bycatch allowances of halibut, red king
crab, C. bairdi crab, and C. opilio crab
listed in Table 20 are insufficient to
support directed fisheries. Therefore, in
accordance with §§679.21(b)(4)(i) and
(e)(7), NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for these sectors and fishery

categories in the specified areas

31, 2018.

TABLE 20—2017 AND 2018 DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1
[Groundfish and halibut amounts are in metric tons. Crab amounts are in number of animals.]

effective at 1200 hrs, A.lL.t., February 27,
2017, through 2400 hrs, A.L.t., December

2017 Inci- 2018 Inci-
Area Sector Species dental catch dental catch
allowance allowance

Bogoslof District .........ccccceevieeneenne. POIOCK ..o 500 500

Aleutian Islands subarea [ [O72N0 oTo] [ [oTe] QRS 2,400 2,400

“Other rockfish”2 ..........ccccocvrevens 550 550

Eastern  Aleutian  District/Bering | Non-amendment 80, CDQ, and | ICA Atka mackerel ......................... 1,000 1,000
Sea. BSAI trawl limited access.

Eastern Aleutian  District/Bering | All ......c.cooiiiiiiiiiiieeecee e Rougheye rockfish .........ccocveiiene 100 100

Sea.

Eastern Aleutian District ................. Non-amendment 80, CDQ, and | ICA Pacific ocean perch ................ 100 100
BSAI trawl limited access.

Central Aleutian District .................. Non-amendment 80, CDQ, and | ICA Atka mackerel .........cccocoeeennns 75 75

BSAI trawl limited access. ICA Pacific ocean perch .... 60 60

Western Aleutian District ................ Non-amendment 80, CDQ and | ICA Atka mackerel ............. 20 20

BSAI trawl limited access. ICA Pacific ocean perch .... 10 10

Western and Central Aleutian Dis- | All ....cccooiiiiiineieeeeeeeeee Rougheye rockfish .........ccccoceenins 125 125

tricts.

Bering Sea subarea ...........ccccuee... All e Pacific ocean perch .........cccccceenie 9,350 9,350

“Other rockfish”2 ...........cccocceeieis 325 325

ICA pollock 47,210 47,210

Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands .... | All ..o Northern rockfish .........cccccovviiiieis 4,250 4,250

Shortraker rockfish .........cccceveeenne 125 125

SKateS ...cvvveieeeeeeceeeee e 22,100 22,100

SCUIPINS oo 3,825 3,825

Sharks ....cccceiieiieeeeeee e 125 125

SQUIAS .o 1,275 1,275

OCIOPUSES ..ouveeiieeieeeiieiie e 400 400

Hook-and-line and pot gear ........... ICA Pacific cod ......ccccevvieiriiiiiienns 500 500

Non-amendment 80 and CDQ ....... ICA flathead sole .......ccccevvvieeennns 4,000 4,000

ICA rock sole .....coocceeviiiiiiiiiieeees 5,000 5,000

Non-amendment 80, CDQ, and | ICA yellowfin sole ...........cccccceennee. 4,500 4,500
BSAI trawl limited access.

BSAI trawl limited access .............. Rock sole/flathead sole/other flat- 0 0

fish—halibut mortality, red king

crab Zone

1, C. opilio COBLZ,

C. bairdi Zone 1 and 2.
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TABLE 20—2017 AND 2018 DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES '—Continued
[Groundfish and halibut amounts are in metric tons. Crab amounts are in number of animals.]
2017 Inci- 2018 Inci-
Area Sector Species dental catch dental catch
allowance allowance
Turbot/arrowtooth/sablefish—hal- 0 0
ibut mortality, red king crab
Zone 1, C. opilio COBLZ, C.
bairdi Zone 1 and 2.
Rockfish—red king crab Zone 1 .... 0 0

1Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679.
2“Qther rockfish” includes all Sebastes and Sebastolobus species except for Pacific ocean perch, northern rockfish, shortraker rockfish, and

rougheye rockfish.

Closures implemented under the final
2016 and 2017 BSAI harvest

specifications for groundfish (81 FR

14773, March 18, 2016) remain effective
under authority of these final 2017 and
2018 harvest specifications, and are
posted at the following Web sites:
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/cm/
info_bulletins/ and http://
alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries
reports/reports/. While these closures
are in effect, the maximum retainable

amounts at §679.20(e) an
any time during a fishing

closures to directed fishing are in
addition to closures and prohibitions

found at 50 CFR part 679.

d (f) apply at
trip. These

Listed AFA Catcher/Processor
Sideboard Limits

Pursuant to § 679.64(a), the Regional
Administrator is responsible for
restricting the ability of listed AFA C/
Ps to engage in directed fishing for
groundfish species other than pollock to
protect participants in other groundfish
fisheries from adverse effects resulting
from the AFA and from fishery
cooperatives in the pollock directed
fishery. These restrictions are set out as
‘“sideboard”” limits on catch. The basis
for these sideboard limits is described in
detail in the final rules implementing
the major provisions of the AFA (67 FR

79692, December 30, 2002) and
Amendment 80 (72 FR 52668,

SIDEBOARD LIMITS

[Amounts are in metric tons]

September 14, 2007). Table 21 lists the
2017 and 2018 AFA C/P sideboard
limits. Section 679.64(a)(1)(v) exempts

AFA catcher/processors from a

yellowfin sole sideboard limit because
the 2017 and 2018 aggregate ITAC of

yellowfin sole assigned to the

Amendment 80 sector and BSAI trawl
limited access sector is greater than
125,000 mt.
All harvest of groundfish sideboard
species by listed AFA C/Ps, whether as
targeted catch or incidental catch, will
be deducted from the sideboard limits
in Table 21. However, groundfish
sideboard species that are delivered to
listed AFA C/Ps by CVs will not be
deducted from the 2017 and 2018
sideboard limits for the listed AFA G/Ps.

TABLE 21—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 LISTED BSAI AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER/PROCESSOR GROUNDFISH

1995-1997 2017 2018
- 2017 ITAC 2018 ITAC
: Ratio of ! AFA C/P - AFA C/P
Target species Area/season Retained Total catch retained tar‘s\;:ag}gst? sideboard 3;3\::38}%;? sideboard
catch catch to limit limit
total catch

Sablefish trawl ..........cccceeeee. BS e 8 497 0.016 541 9 541 9
Al 0 145 0 369 0 369 0

Atka mackerel ........cceeeeuee... Central Al A season? ............ n/a n/a 0.115 15,405 1,772 15,405 1,772
Central Al B season? ............ n/a n/a 0.115 15,405 1,772 15,405 1,772

Western Al A season? .......... n/a n/a 0.2 5,582 1,116 5,582 1,116

Western Al B season? .......... n/a n/a 0.2 5,582 1,116 5,582 1,116

Rock SOlE ....cooviiiiiiiiiee BSAI i 6,317 169,362 0.037 42,060 1,556 42,060 1,556
Greenland turbot ................... BS e 121 17,305 0.007 3,719 26 3,719 26
Al 23 4,987 0.005 106 1 106 1

Arrowtooth flounder ............... BSAI e 76 33,987 0.002 11,900 24 11,900 24
Kamchatka flounder .............. BSAI e 76 33,987 0.002 4,250 9 4,250 9
Flathead sole ........cccccooeeieennene BSAI e 1,925 52,755 0.036 12,949 466 12,949 466
Alaska plaice .......ccccovveriennnne BSAI e 14 9,438 0.001 11,050 11 11,050 11
Other flatfish .......ccccooovvieenee. BSAI e 3,058 52,298 0.058 2,125 123 2,125 123
Pacific ocean perch ............... BS e 12 4,879 0.002 9,350 19 9,350 19
Eastern Al ..o, 125 6,179 0.02 7,055 141 7,055 141

Central Al ....ccooovieiiiiieeee 3 5,698 0.001 6,251 6 6,251 6

Western Al ......ccooevvieeienne 54 13,598 0.004 8,037 32 8,037 32

Northern rockfish ................... BSAI i 91 13,040 0.007 4,250 30 4,250 30
Shortraker rockfish BSAI e 50 2,811 0.018 125 2 125 2
Rougheye rockfish EBS/EAl ... 50 2,811 0.018 100 2 100 2
CAI/WAI ..ot 50 2,811 0.018 125 2 125 2

Other rockfish .........cccoeveeeene. BS e 18 621 0.029 325 9 325 9
22 806 0.027 550 15 550 15

SKates ......cooeririieeee 553 68,672 0.008 22,100 177 22,100 177
Sculpins .. 553 68,672 0.008 3,825 31 3,825 31
Sharks .... 553 68,672 0.008 125 1 125 1
SQUIAS v 73 3,328 0.022 1,141 25 1,141 25



http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries_reports/reports/
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries_reports/reports/
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries_reports/reports/
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/cm/info_bulletins/
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/cm/info_bulletins/
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TABLE 21—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 LISTED BSAI AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER/PROCESSOR GROUNDFISH

SIDEBOARD LIMITS—Continued
[Amounts are in metric tons]

1995-1997
2017 2018
. 2017 ITAC 2018 ITAC

. Ratio of : AFA C/P P AFA C/P
Target species Area/season Retained | ool catch retained a;a}:ag}gst? sideboard ﬁ;:;:ag}g St? sideboard

catch catch to limit limit

total catch
OCtOPUSES ...oovvvienieiirieeiee BSAl oo, 553 68,672 0.008 400 3 400 3

1 Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean perch, and BSAI Atka mackerel, flathead sole, and rock sole are multiplied by the remainder of the TAC after the subtraction of the

CDQ reserve under §679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C).

2The seasonal apportionment of Atka mackerel in the open access fishery is 50 percent in the A season and 50 percent in the B season. Listed AFA catcher/proc-
essors are limited to harvesting no more than zero in the Eastern Aleutian District and Bering Sea subarea, 20 percent of the annual ITAC specified for the Western
Aleutian District, and 11.5 percent of the annual ITAC specified for the Central Aleutian District.

Section 679.64(a)(2) and Tables 40
and 41 of 50 CFR part 679 establish a
formula for calculating PSC sideboard
limits for halibut and crab for listed
AFA C/Ps. The basis for these sideboard
limits is described in detail in the final
rules implementing the major
provisions of the AFA (67 FR 79692,
December 30, 2002) and Amendment 80
(72 FR 52668, September 14, 2007).

PSC species listed in Table 22 that are
caught by listed AFA C/Ps participating
in any groundfish fishery other than
pollock will accrue against the 2017 and
2018 PSC sideboard limits for the listed
AFA C/Ps. Sections 679.21(b)(4)(iii) and
(e)(3)(v) authorize NMFS to close
directed fishing for groundfish other
than pollock for listed AFA C/Ps once
a 2017 or 2018 PSC sideboard limit
listed in Table 22 is reached.

Pursuant to §§679.21(b)(1)(ii)(C) and
(e)(3)(ii)(C), crab or halibut PSC caught
by listed AFA C/Ps while fishing for
pollock will accrue against the bycatch
allowances annually specified for either
the midwater pollock or the pollock/
Atka mackerel/““other species” fishery
categories under §§ 679.21(b)(1)(ii)(B)
and (e)(3)(iv).

TABLE 22—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 BSAI AFA LISTED CATCHER/PROCESSOR PROHIBITED SPECIES SIDEBOARD LIMITS

PSC species and area

Ratio of

catch to total PSC

2017 and 2018
PSC available to
trawl vessels
after subtraction

2017 and 2018
AFA catcher/
processor
sideboard limit2

PSC

of PSQ2
Halibut mortality BSAI ......c.ooiiiieieeee e n/a n/a 286
Red king crab zone 1 ..... 0.007 86,621 606
C. opilio (COBLZ) ........ 0.153 8,131,191 1,244,072
C. bairdi Zone 1 .... 0.14 741,190 103,767
C. DI ZONE 2 ...ttt 0.05 1,848,510 92,426

1 Refer to §679.2 for definitions of areas.

2Halibut amounts are in metric tons of halibut mortality. Crab amounts are in numbers of animals.

AFA Catcher Vessel Sideboard Limits

Pursuant to § 679.64(b), the Regional
Administrator is responsible for
restricting the ability of AFA CVs to
engage in directed fishing for groundfish
species other than pollock to protect
participants in other groundfish
fisheries from adverse effects resulting
from the AFA and from fishery
cooperatives in the pollock directed
fishery. Section 679.64(b)(3)—(4)
establishes a formula for setting AFA CV
groundfish and PSC sideboard limits for
the BSAI The basis for these sideboard
limits is described in detail in the final
rules implementing the major
provisions of the AFA (67 FR 79692,
December 30, 2002) and Amendment 80

(72 FR 52668, September 14, 2007).
Section 679.64(b)(6) exempts AFA
catcher vessels from a yellowfin sole
sideboard limit because the 2017 and
2018 aggregate ITAC of yellowfin sole
assigned to the Amendment 80 sector
and BSAI trawl limited access sector is
greater than 125,000 mt. Tables 23 and
24 list the 2017 and 2018 AFA CV
sideboard limits.

All catch of groundfish sideboard
species made by non-exempt AFA CVs,
whether as targeted catch or incidental
catch, will be deducted from the 2017
and 2018 sideboard limits listed in
Table 23.

Halibut and crab PSC limits listed in
Table 24 that are caught by AFA CVs
participating in any groundfish fishery

for groundfish other than pollock will
accrue against the 2017 and 2018 PSC
sideboard limits for the AFA CVs.
Sections 679.21(d)(7) and 679.21(e)(3)(v)
authorize NMFS to close directed
fishing for groundfish other than
pollock for AFA CVs once a 2016 or
2017 PSC sideboard limit listed in Table
24 is reached. Pursuant to
§§679.21(b)(1)(ii)(C) and (e)(3)(i1)(C),
the PSC that is caught by AFA CVs
while fishing for pollock in the BSAI
will accrue against the bycatch
allowances annually specified for either
the midwater pollock or the pollock/
Atka mackerel/““other species” fishery
categories under § 679.21(b)(1)(ii)(B)
and (e)(3)(@iv).
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TABLE 23—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL BSAI GROUNDFISH SIDEBOARD LIMITS
[Amounts are in metric tons]

Ratio %TF1A9%5V_ | 20h17 AFA I | 20h18 AFA I
; . 1997 2017 initia catcher vesse 2018 initia catcher vesse
Species/gear Fishery by area/season | o0h 16 1995 TAC" sideboard TAC" sideboard
1997 TAC limits limits

Pacific cod/Jig gear ............. BSAI ..o 0 n/a 0 n/a 0
Pacific cod/Hook-and-line BSAI Jan 1-Jun 10 .... 0.0006 217 0 217 0
CV > 60 feet LOA. BSAI Jun 10-Dec 31 ......... 0.0006 209 0 209 0
Pacific cod pot gear CV ...... BSAIl Jan 1-Jun 10 0.0006 9,123 5 9,123 5
BSAI Sept 1-Dec 31 .. 0.0006 8,765 5 8,765 5
Pacific cod CV < 60 feet BSAI i 0.0006 4,259 3 4,259 3

LOA using hook-and-line

or pot gear.
Pacific cod trawl gear CV ... | BSAI Jan 20—-Apr 1 0.8609 34,962 30,099 34,962 30,099
BSAI Apr 1-Jun 10 .... 0.8609 5,197 4,474 5,197 4,474
BSAI Jun 10-Nov 1 ........... 0.8609 7,087 6,101 7,087 6,101
Sablefish trawl gear ............ BS ., 0.0906 541 49 541 49
Al 0.0645 369 24 369 24
Atka mackerel ........ccccceeenn. Eastern Al/BS Jan 1-Jun 0.0032 15,405 49 15,405 49
10.
Eastern Al/BS Jun 10-Nov 0.0032 15,405 49 15,405 49
1.

Central Al Jan 1-Jun 10 .... 0.0001 8,037 1 8,037 1
Central Al Jun 10-Nov 1 .... 0.0001 8,037 1 8,037 1
Western Al Jan 1—Jun 10 .. 0 5,582 0 5,582 0
Western Al Jun 10-Nov 1 .. 0 5,582 0 5,582 0
Rock sole ......ccocevvviveeiiinnne BSAI e 0.0341 42,060 1,434 42,060 1,434
Greenland turbot ................. BS e, 0.0645 3,719 240 3,719 240
Al s 0.0205 106 2 106 2
Arrowtooth flounder 0.069 11,900 821 11,900 821
Kamchatka flounder .... 0.069 4,250 293 4,250 293
Alaska plaice ........ccccceeienne BSAl i, 0.0441 11,050 487 11,050 487
Other flatfish ........cccccccvveenns BSAI s 0.0441 2,125 94 2,125 94
Flathead sole .............. 0.0505 1,294 65 1,294 65
Pacific ocean perch 0.1 9,350 935 9,350 935
Eastern Al .....ccoeiiiiiiien. 0.0077 7,055 54 7,055 54
Central Al 0.0025 6,251 16 6,251 16
Western Al 0 8,037 0 8,037 0
Northern rockfish ................. BSAI .......... 0.0084 4,250 36 4,250 36
Shortraker rockfish .............. BSAI .. 0.0037 125 0 125 0
Rougheye rockfish .............. EBS/EAl ..o 0.0037 100 0 100 0
0.0037 125 0 125 0
Other rockfish ........cccccveenne. 0.0048 325 2 325 2
0.0095 550 5 550 5
Skates ....cccoevviveeiiee e 0.0541 22,100 1,196 22,100 1,196
SCulpiNS ...eeiiiieeee e 0.0541 3,825 207 3,825 207
Sharks ...ccceevveeecciee e 0.0541 125 7 125 7
SQUIAS e 0.3827 1,141 437 1,141 437
OCtOPUSES ..coovveeieeeieeieenie 0.0541 400 22 400 22

1 Aleutians Islands Pacific ocean perch, and BSAI Atka mackerel, flathead sole, Pacific cod, and rock sole are multiplied by the remainder of
the TAC of that species after the subtraction of the CDQ reserve under § 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C).

TABLE 24—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL PROHIBITED SPECIES CATCH SIDEBOARD

LIMITS FOR THE BSAI 1

2017 and
AFA catcher | 0202 | 2018 AFA
PSC species and area Target fishery category 2 vessel PSC_ after subtrac- catcher vessel
sideboard limit : PSC
ratio tion of PSQ sideboard
reserves 3 limit 3
Halibut ....ovveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Pacific cod trawl .........ccceoevviiiiiieieeieiiieeeeen, n/a n/a 887
Pacific cod hook-and-line or pot .... n/a n/a 2
Yellowfin sole total ........cccccevvieieiiiiiiiiieeees n/a n/a 101
Rock sole/flathead sole/other flatfish4 ........... n/a n/a 228
Greenland turbot/arrowtooth/sablefish5 ......... n/a n/a 0
ROCKFISN ... n/a n/a 2
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other species® ........... n/a n/a 5
Red king crab Zone 1 n/a 0.299 86,621 25,900
C. opilio COBLZ .......... n/a 0.168 8,131,191 1,366,040
C. bairdi Zone 1 ....cccoeeeceeeeeeeeecee e n/a 0.33 741,190 244,593
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TABLE 24—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL PROHIBITED SPECIES CATCH SIDEBOARD
LiMITS FOR THE BSAI '—Continued

2017 and
AFA catcher | ,,2017.and | o018 AFA
vessel PSC 2018 PSC limit catcher vessel
PSC species and area’ Target fishery category 2 sideboard limit after subtrac- PSC
ratio tion of PSQ sideboard
reserves 3 limit 3
C. bairdi Zone 2 .......ccoeveeveiieeneeeneeeeene N/A e 0.186 1,848,510 343,823

1 Refer to §679.2 for definitions of areas.

2Target trawl fishery categories for halibut PSC limits are defined at § 679.21(b)(1)(ii)(B).

3 Halibut amounts are in metric tons of halibut mortality. Crab amounts are in numbers of animals.

4“Other flatfish” for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species), flathead sole, Greenland turbot, rock
sole, yellowfin sole, Kamchatka flounder, and arrowtooth flounder.

5 Arrowtooth for PSC monitoring includes Kamchatka flounder.

6“Other species” for PSC monitoring includes skates, sculpins, sharks, squids, and octopuses.

AFA Catcher/Processor and Catcher
Vessel Sideboard Directed Fishing

Closures

Based on historical catch patterns, the
Regional Administrator has determined

that many of the AFA C/P and CV

sideboard limits listed in Tables 25 and
26 are necessary as incidental catch to

support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries for the 2017 and 2018 fishing

years. In accordance with

§679.20(d)(1)(iv), the Regional
Administrator establishes the sideboard
limits listed in Tables 25 and 26 as
DFAs. Because many of these DFAs will
be reached before the end of 2017, the

Regional Administrator has determined,
in accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(iii),

that NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing by listed AFA C/Ps for the

species in the specified areas set out in
Table 25, and directed fishing by non-

exempt AFA CVs for the species in the
specified areas set out in Table 26.

TABLE 25—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT LISTED CATCHER/PROCESSOR SIDEBOARD DIRECTED

FISHING CLOSURES?
[Amounts are in metric tons]

Species

Gear types

2017
sideboard limit

2018
sideboard limit

Sablefish trawl

Rock sole
Greenland turbot

Arrowtooth flounder
Kamchatka flounder
Alaska plaice
Other flatfish 2
Flathead sole
Pacific ocean perch

Northern rockfish
Shortraker rockfish .
Rougheye rockfish

Other rockfish3 ........ccccoecieviiiinenns
Skates
Sculpins ....
Sharks
Squids
Octopuses

Eastern Al ...

Central Al
Western Al

BSAI
BSAI

EBS/EAI

CAI/WAI ...

9

0
1,556
26

1
24
9

11
123
466
19
141

177
31

25

9

0
1,556
26

1
24
9

11
123
466
19
141

177
31

25

1 Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679.
2“Other flatfish” includes all flatfish species, except for halibut, Alaska plaice, flathead sole, Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin sole,
Kamchatka flounder, and arrowtooth flounder.
3 “Other rockfish” includes all Sebastes and Sebastolobus species except for Pacific ocean perch, northern rockfish, shortraker rockfish, and

rougheye rockfish.
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TABLE 26—FINAL 2017 AND 2018 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING
CLOSURES !
[Amounts are in metric tons]

Species

Gear types

Pacific cod .....coeeeiveiiiiiieeeeeeee.

Sablefish

Atka mackerel ........ccccceeeeveiiinennnn.

Greenland turbot ...........ccccevveeeeeenn. BS

Al ...
Arrowtooth flounder ........................ BSAI
Kamchatka flounder ... BSAI ......
Alaska plaice .......... BSAI ......
Other flatfish2 ..... BSAI ......
Flathead sole ... BSAI ......
Rock sole ................ BSAI

Pacific ocean perch ........ccccoceeeen.

Northern rockfish
Shortraker rockfish .
Rougheye rockfish

Other rockfish3 ........cccoeevvveeeeeeenne

SKates ...ooceeiiiii
Sculpins ....
Sharks .......
Squids .......
OCLOPUSES ....evvvreeiieceeeiee e

hook-and-line CV >60 feet LOA ....
pot CV >60 feet LOA ......cccccevuvenee
hook-and-line or pot CV <60 feet

Eastern Al/BS

Central Al
Western Al ......ooeeveeeiiciieeeee s

2017 2018
sideboard limit | sideboard limit
0 0
10 10
3 3
0 0
49 49
24 24
...................... 98 98
2 2
0 0
240 240
2 2
821 821
293 293
487 487
94 94
65 65
1,434 1,434
935 935
54 54
16 16
0 0
36 36
0 0
0 0
0 0
2 2
5 5
1,196 1,196
207 207
7 7
437 437
22 22

1Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679.
2“Other flatfish” includes all flatfish species, except for halibut, Alaska plaice, flathead sole, Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin sole,

Kamchatka flounder, and arrowtooth flounder.

3 “Other rockfish” includes all Sebastes and Sebastolobus species except for Pacific ocean perch, northern rockfish, shortraker rockfish, and

rougheye rockfish.

Response to Comments

NMFS received 1 letter with 1
substantive comment during the public
comment period for the proposed BSAI
groundfish harvest specifications. No
changes were made to the final rule in
response to the comment letter received.
NMFS’ response to public comment on
the proposed BSAI groundfish harvest
specifications is provided below.

Comment 1: NMFS must manage
halibut under their own FMP pursuant
to the Magnuson-Stevens Act to
properly conserve and manage Pacific
halibut and prevent overfishing. The
Magnuson-Stevens Act requires every
fishery management council to develop
an FMP for each fishery under its
authority that requires conservation and
management. NMFS has failed to
establish required status determination
criteria for halibut stocks that are caught
as non-target stocks in the groundfish
fishery before finalizing harvest
specifications for the groundfish fishery.

The groundfish FMP does not establish
criteria to assess whether the halibut
stock is overfished or subject to
overfishing. Although the IPHC assesses
halibut stock populations every year,
the IPHC has also never developed
objective criteria to measure the status
of halibut populations. As a result, there
is no way for NMFS to ensure that
halibut bycatch management measures
it implements through the harvest
specification process will prevent
overfishing or rebuild an overfished
halibut stock without first determining
whether the halibut stock is overfished
or whether the non-target catch of
halibut amounts to overfishing. To
protect halibut populations for the
future and to meet its obligations under
the Magnuson-Stevens Act to prevent
overfishing, NMFS must establish an
FMP for halibut that includes objective
criteria to monitor the status of halibut
stocks and identify when the halibut

stock is overfished or subject to
overfishing.

Response: NMFS acknowledges this
comment as outside the scope of this
action. NMFS manages groundfish
fisheries and prohibited species under
the FMP. The FMP and its
implementing regulations require
NMFS, after consultation with the
Council, to specify the TAC for each
groundfish target species category.
NMEFS also must specify PSC
allowances and PSQ reserves as
established pursuant to 50 CFR 679.21.
NMFS implements these requirements
through the annual harvest
specifications. The limits set forth in the
harvest specifications are based on the
most recent scientific and economic
information and are consistent with the
FMP, regulatory obligations, and harvest
strategy, which was described in the
proposed harvest specifications (81 FR
87863, December 6, 2016).
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In the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands, NMFS and the Council manage
halibut as prohibited species. The PSC
limits for halibut are set by regulation
(see 50 CFR 679.21). NMFS and the
Council also must manage halibut
bycatch in accordance with the
Magnuson-Steven Act and the National
Standards therein. NMFS and the
Council are committed to minimizing
halibut bycatch in the BSAI consistent
with Magnuson-Stevens Act obligations
to minimize bycatch to the extent
practicable and to achieve, on a
continuing basis, optimum yield from
the groundfish fisheries. The halibut
PSC limits reflect that NMFS and the
Council balance the requirement to
minimize halibut bycatch to the extent
practicable, consistent with National
Standard 9, with the requirement to
achieve optimum yield in the
groundfish fishery, consistent with
National Standard 1. NMFS and the
Council have appropriately balanced
obligations under National Standard 1
and National Standard 9 to minimize
halibut PSC in the commercial
groundfish fisheries to the extent
practicable, while preserving the
potential for the groundfish sectors to
fully harvest the groundfish TACs
assigned to the trawl and non-trawl
sectors.

The current halibut PSC limits have
decreased halibut PSC use. In the BSAI,
the current halibut PSC is 1,142 mt less
than in 2014, an overall reduction of 39
percent. The Council and NMFS will
continue to evaluate the need to
implement additional measures to
minimize halibut bycatch in the BSAI
groundfish fisheries consistent with
Magnuson-Stevens Act obligations.
Such measures, however, will have to
be implemented through the Council
process. A detailed description of the
Council process may be found at http://
www.npfmc.org/overview/.

Classification

NMFS has determined that these final
harvest specifications are consistent
with the FMP and with the Magnuson-
Stevens Act and other applicable laws.

This action is authorized under 50
CFR 679.20 and is exempt from review
under Executive Orders 12866 and
13563.

NMEF'S prepared an EIS that covers
this action (see ADDRESSES) and made it
available to the public on January 12,
2007 (72 FR 1512). On February 13,
2007, NMFS issued the Record of
Decision (ROD) for the EIS. In January
2017, NMFS prepared a Supplemental
Information Report (SIR) for this action.
Copies of the EIS, ROD, and SIR for this
action are available from NMFS (see

ADDRESSES). The EIS analyzes the
environmental consequences of the
groundfish harvest specifications and
alternative harvest strategies on
resources in the action area. The EIS
found no significant environmental
consequences of this action and its
alternatives. The SIR evaluates the need
to prepare a Supplemental EIS (SEIS) for
the 2017 and 2018 groundfish harvest
specifications.

An SEIS should be prepared if (1) the
agency makes substantial changes in the
proposed action that are relevant to
environmental concerns; or (2)
significant new circumstances or
information exist relevant to
environmental concerns and bearing on
the proposed action or its impacts (40
CFR 1502.9(c)(1)). After reviewing the
information contained in the SIR and
SAFE reports, the Regional
Administrator has determined that (1)
approval of the 2017 and 2018 harvest
specifications, which were set according
to the preferred harvest strategy in the
EIS, do not constitute a change in the
action; and (2) there are no significant
new circumstances or information
relevant to environmental concerns and
bearing on the action or its impacts.
Additionally, the 2017 and 2018 harvest
specifications will result in
environmental impacts within the scope
of those analyzed and disclosed in the
EIS. Therefore, supplemental NEPA
documentation is not necessary to
implement the 2017 and 2018 harvest
specifications.

Section 604 of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (RFA) (5 U.S.C. 604)
requires that, when an agency
promulgates a final rule under section
553 of Title 5 of the United States Code,
after being required by that section, or
any other law, to publish a general
notice of proposed rulemaking, the
agency shall prepare a final regulatory
flexibility analysis (FRFA). The
following constitutes the FRFA
prepared in the final action.

Section 604 describes the required
contents of a FRFA: (1) A statement of
the need for, and objectives of, the rule;
(2) a statement of the significant issues
raised by the public comments in
response to the initial regulatory
flexibility analysis, a statement of the
assessment of the agency of such issues,
and a statement of any changes made in
the proposed rule as a result of such
comments; (3) the response of the
agency to any comments filed by the
Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the Small
Business Administration in response to
the proposed rule, and a detailed
statement of any change made to the
proposed rule in the final rule as a
result of the comments; (4) a description

of and an estimate of the number of
small entities to which the rule will
apply or an explanation of why no such
estimate is available; (5) a description of
the projected reporting, recordkeeping,
and other compliance requirements of
the rule, including an estimate of the
classes of small entities which will be
subject to the requirement and the type
of professional skills necessary for
preparation of the report or record; and
(6) a description of the steps the agency
has taken to minimize the significant
economic impact on small entities
consistent with the stated objectives of
applicable statutes, including a
statement of the factual, policy, and
legal reasons for selecting the alternative
adopted in the final rule and why each
one of the other significant alternatives
to the rule considered by the agency
which affect the impact on small
entities was rejected.

A description of this action, its
purpose, and its legal basis are included
at the beginning of the preamble to this
final rule and are not repeated here.

NMFS published the proposed rule on
December 6, 2016 (81 FR 87863). NMFS
prepared an Initial Regulatory
Flexibility Analysis (IRFA) to
accompany the proposed action, and
included a summary in the proposed
rule. The comment period closed on
January 5, 2017. No comments were
received on the IRFA. The Chief
Counsel for Advocacy of the Small
Business Administration did not file
any comments on the proposed rule.

The entities directly regulated by this
action are those that harvest groundfish
in the exclusive economic zone of the
BSAI and in parallel fisheries within
State waters. These include entities
operating catcher vessels and catcher/
processors within the action area and
entities receiving direct allocations of
groundfish.

For RFA purposes only, NMFS has
established a small business size
standard for businesses, including their
affiliates, whose primary industry is
commercial fishing (see 50 CFR 200.2).
A business primarily engaged in
commercial fishing (NAICS code 11411)
is classified as a small business if it is
independently owned and operated, is
not dominant in its field of operation
(including its affiliates), and has
combined annual receipts not in excess
of $11 million for all its affiliated
operations worldwide.

The estimated directly regulated small
entities in 2015 include approximately
152 catcher vessels, four catcher/
processors, and six CDQ groups. Some
of these vessels are members of AFA
inshore pollock cooperatives, Gulf of
Alaska rockfish cooperatives, or BSAI
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cooperatives, and, since under the RFA
it is the aggregate gross receipts of all
participating members of the
cooperative that must meet the “under
$11 million” threshold, they are
considered to be large entities within
the meaning of the RFA. Thus, the
estimate of 152 catcher vessels may be
an overstatement of the number of small
entities. Average gross revenues were
$520,000 for small hook-and-line
vessels, $1.29 million for small pot
vessels, and $2.99 million for small
trawl vessels. Revenue data for catcher/
processors is confidential; however, in
2015, NMFS estimates that there were
four catcher/processor small entities
with gross receipts less than $11
million.

This action does not modify
recordkeeping or reporting
requirements.

The significant alternatives were
those considered as alternative harvest
strategies when the Council selected its
preferred harvest strategy (Alternative 2)
in December 2006. These included the
following:

e Alternative 1: Set TAC to produce
fishing mortality rates, F, that are equal
to maxFABC, unless the sum of the TAC
is constrained by the OY established in
the fishery management plans. This is
equivalent to setting TAC to produce
harvest levels equal to the maximum
permissible ABC, as constrained by OY.
The term “maxFABC” refers to the
maximum permissible value of FABC
under Amendment 56 to the BSAI and
Gulf of Alaska groundfish fishery
management plans. Historically, the
TAC has been set at or below the ABC;
therefore, this alternative represents a
likely upper limit for setting the TAC
within the OY and ABC limits.

e Alternative 3: For species in Tiers 1,
2, and 3, set TAC to produce F equal to
the most recent 5-year average actual F.
For species in Tiers 4, 5, and 6, set TAC
equal to the most recent 5-year average
actual catch. For stocks with a high
level of scientific information, TAC
would be set to produce harvest levels
equal to the most recent 5-year average
actual fishing mortality rates. For stocks
with insufficient scientific information,
TAC would be set equal to the most
recent 5-year average actual catch. This
alternative recognizes that for some
stocks, catches may fall well below
ABC, and recent average F may provide
a better indicator of actual F than FABC
does.

e Alternative 4: (1) Set TAC for
rockfish species in Tier 3 at F75%. Set
TAC for rockfish species in Tier 5 at
F=0.5M. Set spatially explicit TAC for
shortraker and rougheye rockfish in the

BSAL (2) Taking the rockfish TAC as
calculated above, reduce all other TAC
by a proportion that does not vary
across species, so that the sum of all
TAGC, including rockfish TAG, is equal
to the lower bound of the area OY
(1,400,000 mt in the BSAI). This
alternative sets conservative and
spatially explicit TAC for rockfish
species that are long-lived and late to
mature, and sets conservative TAC for
the other groundfish species.

e Alternative 5: Set TAC at zero.

Alternative 2 is the preferred
alternative chosen by the Council: Set
TAC that fall within the range of ABC
recommended through the Council
harvest specifications process and TACs
recommended by the Council. Under
this scenario, F is set equal to a constant
fraction of maxFABC. The
recommended fractions of maxFABC
may vary among species or stocks, based
on other considerations unique to each.
This is the method for determining TAC
that has been used in the past.

Alternatives 1, 3, 4, and 5 do not meet
the objectives of this action, and
although Alternatives 1 and 3 may have
a smaller adverse economic impact on
small entities than the preferred
alternative, Alternatives 4 and 5 would
have a significant adverse economic
impact on small entities. The Council
rejected these alternatives as harvest
strategies in 2006, and the Secretary of
Commerce did so in 2007. Alternative 1
would lead to TAC limits whose sum
exceeds the fishery OY, which is set out
in statute and the FMP. As shown in
Table 1 and Table 2, the sum of ABCs
in 2017 and 2018 would be 4,013,993
mt and 4,214,648 mt, respectively. Both
of these are substantially in excess of
the fishery OY for the BSAIL This result
would be inconsistent with the
objectives of this action, in that it would
violate the Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2004, Public Law 108-199,
Section 803(c), and the FMP for the
BSAI groundfish fishery, which both set
a 2 million mt maximum harvest for
BSALI groundfish.

Alternative 3 selects harvest rates
based on the most recent 5 years’ worth
of harvest rates (for species in Tiers 1
through 3) or for the most recent 5 years’
worth of harvests (for species in Tiers 4
through 6). This alternative is also
inconsistent with the objectives of this
action because it does not take into
account the most recent biological
information for this fishery.

Alternative 4 would lead to
significantly lower harvests of all
species to reduce TAC from the upper
end of the OY range in the BSAI to its
lower end. This result would lead to
significant reductions in harvests of

species by small entities. While
reductions of this size could be
associated with offsetting price
increases, the size of these increases is
very uncertain, and NMFS has no
confidence that they would be sufficient
to offset the volume decreases and leave
revenues unchanged. Thus, this action
would have an adverse economic
impact on small entities, compared to
the preferred alternative.

Alternative 5, which sets all harvests
equal to zero, may also address
conservation issues, but would have a
significant adverse economic impact on
small entities.

Impacts on marine mammals resulting
from fishing activities conducted under
this rule are discussed in the EIS (see
ADDRESSES).

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NOAA, finds good cause to waive the
30-day delay in effectiveness for this
rule because delaying this rule is
contrary to the public interest. Plan
Team review occurred in November
2016, and the Council considered and
recommended the final harvest
specifications in December 2016.
Accordingly, NMFS’ review could not
begin until after the December 2016
Council meeting, and after the public
had time to comment on the proposed
action. If this rule’s effectiveness is
delayed, fisheries that might otherwise
remain open under these rules may
prematurely close based on the lower
TAGs established in the final 2016 and
2017 harvest specifications (81 FR
14773, March 18, 2016). If implemented
immediately, this rule would allow
these fisheries to continue fishing
without the industry worrying about a
potential closure because some TAC
limits are higher than the ones under
which they are currently fishing. Certain
fisheries, such as those for pollock and
Pacific cod, are intensive, fast-paced
fisheries. Other fisheries, such as those
for flatfish, rockfish, skates, sculpins,
sharks, and octopuses, are critical as
directed fisheries and as incidental
catch in other fisheries. U.S. fishing
vessels have demonstrated the capacity
to catch the TAC allocations in these
fisheries. Any delay in allocating the
final TAC limits in these fisheries
would cause confusion in the industry
and potential economic harm through
unnecessary discards. Determining
which fisheries may close is impossible
because these fisheries are affected by
several factors that cannot be predicted
in advance, including fishing effort,
weather, movement of fishery stocks,
and market price. Furthermore, the
closure of one fishery has a cascading
effect on other fisheries by freeing up
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fishing vessels, allowing them to move
from closed fisheries to open ones,
increasing the fishing capacity in those
open fisheries, and causing them to
close at an accelerated pace.

Additionally, in fisheries subject to
declining sideboards, delaying this
rule’s effectiveness could allow some
vessels to inadvertently reach or exceed
their new sideboard levels. Because
sideboards are intended to protect
traditional fisheries in other sectors,
allowing one sector to exceed its new
sideboards by delaying this rule’s
effectiveness would effectively reduce
the available catch for sectors without
sideboard limits. Moreover, the new
TAC and sideboard limits protect the
fisheries from being overfished. Thus,
the delay is contrary to the public
interest in protecting traditional
fisheries and fish stocks.

If the final harvest specifications are
not effective by March 11, 2017, which
is the start of the 2017 Pacific halibut
season as specified by the IPHC, the
hook-and-line sablefish fishery will not
begin concurrently with the Pacific
halibut IFQ season. Delayed
effectiveness of this action would result
in confusion for sablefish harvesters and
economic harm from unnecessary
discard of sablefish that are caught
along with Pacific halibut, as both hook-
and-line sablefish and Pacific halibut
are managed under the same IFQ
program. Immediate effectiveness of the
final 2017 and 2018 harvest
specifications will allow the sablefish
IFQ fishery to begin concurrently with
the Pacific halibut IFQ season. Also,
immediate effectiveness of this action
will ensure consistent management and
conservation of fishery resources based
upon the best available scientific
information, particularly for those
species that have lower 2017 ABC and
TAC limits than those established in the
2016 and 2017 harvest specifications (81
FR 14773, March 18, 2016). Immediate
effectiveness also would provide the
fishing industry the earliest possible
opportunity to plan and conduct its
fishing operations with respect to new
information about TAC limits.
Therefore, NMFS finds good cause to
waive the 30-day delay in effectiveness
under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3).

Small Entity Compliance Guide

This final rule is a plain language
guide to assist small entities in
complying with this final rule as
required by the Small Business
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of
1996. This final rule’s primary purpose
is to announce the final 2017 and 2018
harvest specifications and prohibited
species bycatch allowances for the

groundfish fisheries of the BSAIL This
action is necessary to establish harvest
limits and associated management
measures for groundfish during the 2017
and 2018 fishing years and to
accomplish the goals and objectives of
the FMP. This action directly affects all
fishermen who participate in the BSAI
fisheries. The specific amounts of OFL,
ABC, TAC, and PSC are provided in
tables to assist the reader. NMFS will
announce closures of directed fishing in
the Federal Register and information
bulletins released by the Alaska Region.
Affected fishermen should keep
themselves informed of such closures.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq.; 16 U.S.C.
1540(f); 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.; 16 U.S.C.
3631 et seq.; Pub. L. 105-277; Pub. L. 106—
31; Pub. L. 106-554; Pub. L. 108—199; Pub.
L. 108-447; Pub. L. 109-241; Pub. L. 109-
479.

Dated: February 21, 2017.
Alan D. Risenhoover,
Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2017-03698 Filed 2—24-17; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679
[Docket No. 150818742-6210-02]
RIN 0648-XF244

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by
Vessels Using Pot Gear in the Central
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMF'S is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific cod by vessels using
pot gear in the Central Regulatory Area
of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). This action
is necessary to prevent exceeding the A
season allowance of the 2017 Pacific
cod total allowable catch apportioned to
vessels using pot gear in the Central
Regulatory Area of the GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.l.t.), February 23, 2017,
through 1200 hours, A.lL.t., June 10,
2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Obren Davis, 907-586—7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the

GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.
Regulations governing sideboard
protections for GOA groundfish
fisheries appear at subpart B of 50 CFR
part 680.

The A season allowance of the 2017
Pacific cod total allowable catch (TAC)
apportioned to vessels using pot gear in
the Central Regulatory Area of the GOA
is 5,849 metric tons (mt), as established
by the final 2016 and 2017 harvest
specifications for groundfish of the GOA
(81 FR 14740, March 18, 2016) and
inseason adjustment (81 FR 95063,
December 27, 2016).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator) has
determined that the A season allowance
of the 2017 Pacific cod TAC
apportioned to vessels using pot gear in
the Central Regulatory Area of the GOA
will soon be reached. Therefore, the
Regional Administrator is establishing a
directed fishing allowance of 5,839 mt
and is setting aside the remaining 10 mt
as bycatch to support other anticipated
groundfish fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific cod by
vessels using pot gear in the Central
Regulatory Area of the GOA. After the
effective date of this closure the
maximum retainable amounts at
§679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time
during a trip.

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Acting Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. This requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest as it would prevent NMFS from
responding to the most recent fisheries
data in a timely fashion and would
delay the directed fishing closure of
Pacific cod for vessels using pot gear in
the Central Regulatory Area of the GOA.
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NMFS was unable to publish a notice
providing time for public comment
because the most recent, relevant data
only became available as of February 21,
2017.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30-day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.

553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: February 22, 2017.
Karen H. Abrams,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-03784 Filed 2-22-17; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains notices to the public of the proposed
issuance of rules and regulations. The
purpose of these notices is to give interested
persons an opportunity to participate in the
rule making prior to the adoption of the final
rules.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food and Nutrition Service

7 CFR Part 250
RIN 0584—-AE38

Revisions and Clarifications in
Requirements for the Processing of
Donated Foods; Extension of
Comment Period

AGENCY: Food and Nutrition Service
(FNS), USDA.

ACTION: Proposed rule; extension of
comment period.

SUMMARY: The Food and Nutrition
Service (FNS) is extending the comment
period for this proposed rule. This rule
proposes to revise and clarify
requirements for the processing of
donated foods in order to: Incorporate
successful processing options tested in
demonstration projects, ensure
accountability for donated foods
provided for processing, and increase
program efficiency. The rule would
require multi-State processors to enter
into National Processing Agreements to
process donated foods into end
products, permit processors to
substitute commercially purchased beef
and pork of U.S. origin and of equal or
better quality for donated beef and pork,
and would increase oversight of
inventories of donated foods at
processors. The rule also revises
regulatory provisions in plain language,
to make them easier to read and
understand.

DATES: The comment period for the
proposed rule published in the Federal
Register of January 5, 2017 (82 FR
1231), has been extended from March 6,
2017, to April 5, 2017. To be assured of
consideration, comments must be
received on or before April 5, 2017.
ADDRESSES: The Food and Nutrition
Service invites interested persons to
submit comments on this proposed rule.
You may submit comments, identified
by RIN number 0584—AE38, by any of
the following methods:

Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments.

Email: Send comments to
ProcessingRuleComments@fns.usda.gov.
Include RIN number 0584—AE38 in the
subject line of the message.

Mail: Send comments to Kiley Larson,
Program Analyst, Policy Branch, Food
Distribution Division, Food and
Nutrition Service, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Room 500, 3101 Park
Center Drive, Alexandria, Virginia
22302-1594.

Hand Delivery or Courier: Deliver
comments to the above address.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kiley Larson or Erica Antonson at the
above address or telephone (703) 305—
2680.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Food
and Nutrition Service is extending by 30
days the public comment period for this
proposed rule, which was published on
January 5, 2017.

To the extent that 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(A)
applies to this action, it is exempt from
notice and comment rulemaking for
good cause and for reasons cited above,
the Food and Nutrition Service finds
that notice and solicitation of comment
regarding the brief extension of the
comment period of the rule is
impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary
to the public interest pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B).

The Food and Nutrition Service
believes that affected parties need to be
informed as soon as possible of the
extension and its length.

Dated: February 16, 2017.
Jessica Shahin,
Acting Administrator, Food and Nutrition
Service.
[FR Doc. 2017-03560 Filed 2—24-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-30-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service

7 CFR Part 1255

[Doc. No. AMS-SC—-16-0112]

Organic Research, Promotion, and
Information Order

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Extension of comment period.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is
extending the comment period for the
proposed rule published in the Federal
Register on January 18, 2017 (82 FR
5746), until April 19, 2017. The
proposed rule invited comments on the
proposed establishment of an industry-
funded research, promotion, and
information program for certified
organic products. The proposed rule
also announced the Agricultural
Marketing Service’s (AMS) intent to
request approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) of new
information collection requirements to
implement the program. This document
extends the comment period for the
proposed rule by 30 days.

DATES: Comments received by April 19,
2017, will be considered prior to
issuance of a final rule.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments
concerning this proposal. Comments
may be submitted on the Internet at:
http://www.regulations.gov or to the
Promotion and Economics Division,
Specialty Crops Program, AMS, USDA,
1400 Independence Avenue SW., Room
1406-S, Stop 0244, Washington, DC
20250-0244; facsimile: (202) 205-2800.
All comments should reference the
docket number and the date and page
number of this issue of the Federal
Register and will be made available for
public inspection, including name and
address, if provided, in the above office
during regular business hours or it can
be viewed at http://
www.regulations.gov.

Pursuant to the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA), comments regarding the
accuracy of the burden estimate, ways to
minimize the burden, including the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
or any other aspect of this collection of
information, should be sent to the above
address. In addition, comments
concerning the information collection
should also be sent to the Desk Office
for Agriculture, Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, OMB, New
Executive Office Building, 725 17th
Street NW., Room 725, Washington, DC
20503.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Heather Pichelman, Division Director,
Promotion and Economics Division,
Specialty Crops Program, AMS, USDA,
1400 Independence Avenue SW., Room
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1406-S, Stop 0244, Washington, DC
20250-0244; facsimile: (202) 205—-2800;
or electronic mail: Heather.Pichelman@
ams.usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A
proposed rule was published in the
Federal Register on January 18, 2017
(82 FR 5746). This proposed action
invited comments on a proposed
industry-funded research, promotion,
and information program for certified
organic products. Organic products are
products produced under the authority
of the Organic Foods Production Act of
1990 (7 U.S.C. 6501-6522) and its
implementing regulations at 7 CFR part
205. The organic market includes a
range of agricultural commodities such
as fruits, vegetables, dairy, meat,
poultry, breads, grains, snack foods,
condiments, beverages, and packaged
and prepared foods as well as non-food
items such as fiber (linen and clothing),
personal care products, pet food, and
flowers. The program would be financed
by an assessment on domestic
producers, handlers and importers of
organic products and would be
administered by a board of industry
members nominated by organic
stakeholders and appointed by the
Secretary. The proposed initial
assessment rate would be one tenth of
one percent of net organic sales for
producers and handlers, and one tenth
of one percent of the transaction value
of organic products imported into the
United States for importers. Citing
domestic supply shortages, challenges
with viable pest management, and
market confusion, program proponents
have proposed an organic research and
promotion program for the purposes of:
(1) Developing and financing an
effective and coordinated program of
research, promotion, industry
information, and consumer education
regarding organic commodities; and (2)
maintaining and expanding existing
markets for organic commodities.

A referendum would be held among
eligible domestic producers, handlers
and importers to determine whether
they favor implementation of the
program prior to it going into effect. The
proposal was submitted to USDA by the
Organic Trade Association (OTA), a
membership business association, in
collaboration with the 7-member GRO
Organic Core Committee. OTA is a
membership-based trade organization
representing growers, processors,
certifiers, farmers associations,
distributors, importers, exporters,
consultants, retailers, and others
involved in the organic sector. The GRO
Organic Core Committee is a subset of
OTA'’s larger Organic Research and

Promotion Program Steering Committee.
It included OTA subcommittee chairs
and other industry leaders who built on
the outreach and input from the larger
committee to guide the development of
a proposed Order.

This proposed rule also announced
AMS’s intent to request approval from
OMB of new information collection
requirements to implement the program.

The 60-day comment period provided
in the proposed rule published in the
Federal Register on January 18, 2017
(82 FR 5746) was set to end on March
20, 2017. AMS has extended the end of
comment period by 30 days to April 19,
2017 to ensure that interested persons
have sufficient time to review and
comment on the proposed rule.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7411-7425; 7 U.S.C.
7401.

Dated: February 22, 2017.

Bruce Summers,

Acting Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-03825 Filed 2—24-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service

7 CFR Part 1255
[Doc. No. AMS-SC-16-0112]
Organic Research, Promotion, and

Information Order; Referendum
Procedures

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Extension of comment period.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is
extending the comment period for the
proposed rule published in the Federal
Register on January 18, 2017 (82 FR
5438), until April 19, 2017. The
proposed rule invited comments on the
proposed procedures for conducting a
referendum to determine whether the
issuance of a proposed Organic
Research, Promotion, and Information
Order (proposed Order) is favored by
certified organic producers, certified
organic handlers, and importers of
certified organic products. The
procedures would also be used for any
subsequent referendum under the
proposed Order. This proposed rule also
announced the Agricultural Marketing
Service’s (AMS) intent to request
approval by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) of new information
collection requirements to implement
the program. The proposed Order was

published separately in the Federal
Register on January 18, 2017 (82 FR
5746).

DATES: Comments received by April 19,
2017, will be considered prior to
issuance of a final rule.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments
concerning this proposal. Comments
may be submitted on the Internet at:
http://www.regulations.gov or to the
Promotion and Economics Division,
Specialty Crops Program, AMS, USDA,
1400 Independence Avenue SW., Room
1406-S, Stop 0244, Washington, DC
20250-0244; facsimile: (202) 205-2800.
All comments should reference the
docket number and the date and page
number of this issue of the Federal
Register and will be made available for
public inspection, including name and
address, if provided, in the above office
during regular business hours or it can
be viewed at http://
www.regulations.gov.

Pursuant to the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA), comments regarding the
accuracy of the burden estimate, ways to
minimize the burden, including the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
or any other aspect of this collection of
information, should be sent to the above
address. In addition, comments
concerning the information collection
should also be sent to the Desk Office
for Agriculture, Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, OMB, New
Executive Office Building, 725 17th
Street NW., Room 725, Washington, DC
20503.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Heather Pichelman, Division Director,
Promotion and Economics Division,
Specialty Crops Program, AMS, USDA,
1400 Independence Avenue SW., Room
1406-S, Stop 0244, Washington, DC
20250-0244; facsimile: (202) 205—-2800;
or electronic mail: Heather.Pichelman@
ams.usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A
proposed rule was published in the
Federal Register on January 18, 2017
(82 FR 5438). This proposed action
invited comments on a proposed
procedures for conducting a referendum
to determine whether covered domestic
certified organic producers, certified
organic handlers and importers of
organic products favor issuance of a
proposed Order. Accordingly, this
proposed rule would add subpart B to
part 1255 that would establish
procedures for conducting the
referendum. The procedures would
cover definitions, voting instructions,
use of subagents, ballots, the
referendum report, and confidentiality
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of information. The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) would conduct the
referendum. The program would be
implemented if it is favored by a
majority of domestic certified organic
producers, certified organic handlers
and importers of organic products
voting in the referendum. The
procedures would be applicable for the
initial referendum and future referenda
under the proposed Order.

This proposed rule also announced
AMS’s intent to request approval by the
OMB of new information collection
requirements to implement the program.
The proposed Order was published
separately in the Federal Register on
January 18, 2017 (82 FR 5746).

The 60-day comment period provided
in the proposed rule published in the
Federal Register on January 18, 2017
(82 FR 5438) was set to end on March
20, 2017. AMS has extended the end of
comment period by 30 days to April 19,
2017 to ensure that interested persons
have sufficient time to review and
comment on the proposed rule.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7411-7425; 7 U.S.C.
7401.

Dated: February 22, 2017.

Bruce Summers,

Acting Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-03824 Filed 2—24—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2016-9494; Airspace
Docket No. 16-ASW-19]

Proposed Amendment of Class E
Airspace; for Haskell, TX

AGENCY: Federal Aviation

Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This action proposes to
modify Class E airspace extending up to
700 feet above the surface at Haskell
Municipal Airport, Haskell, TX.
Airspace reconfiguration is necessary
due to the decommissioning of the
Haskell non-directional radio beacon
(NDB), and cancellation of the NDB
approach. This action would also
update the geographic coordinates of the
airport.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before April 13, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Send comments on this
proposal to the U.S. Department of

Transportation, Docket Operations,
West Building Ground Floor, Room
W12-140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE.,
Washington, DC 20590; telephone (202)
366-9826, or 1-800—647-5527. You
must identify FAA Docket No. FAA—
2016-9494; Airspace Docket No. 16—
ASW-19, at the beginning of your
comments. You may also submit
comments through the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov. You may review
the public docket containing the
proposal, any comments received, and
any final disposition in person in the
Dockets Office between 9:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays.

FAA Order 7400.11A, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, and
subsequent amendments can be viewed
online at http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/
publications/. For further information,
you can contact the Airspace Policy
Group, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591;
telephone: 202—-267—-8783. The Order is
also available for inspection at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of FAA
Order 7400.11A at NARA, call 202-741-
6030, or go to http://www.archives.gov/
federal register/code_of federal-
regulations/ibr_locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ron
Laster, Federal Aviation Administration,
Contract Support, Operations Support
Group, Central Service Center, 10101
Hillwood Parkway, Fort Worth, TX
76177; telephone (817) 222-5879.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part, A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it would
modify Class E airspace extending up to
and including 700 feet MSL above the

surface area at Haskell Municipal
Airport, Haskell, TX.

Comments Invited

Interested parties are invited to
participate in this proposed rulemaking
by submitting such written data, views,
or arguments, as they may desire.
Comments that provide the factual basis
supporting the views and suggestions
presented are particularly helpful in
developing reasoned regulatory
decisions on the proposal. Comments
are specifically invited on the overall
regulatory, aeronautical, economic,
environmental, and energy-related
aspects of the proposal.
Communications should identify both
docket numbers and be submitted in
triplicate to the address listed above.
Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
on this notice must submit with those
comments a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: “Comments to
Docket No. FAA-2016—-9494/Airspace
Docket No. 16—ASW-19.” The postcard
will be date/time stamped and returned
to the commenter.

Availability of NPRMs

An electronic copy of this document
may be downloaded through the
Internet at http://www.regulations.gov.
Recently published rulemaking
documents can also be accessed through
the FAA’s Web page at http://
www.regulations.gov.

You may review the public docket
containing the proposal, any comments
received, and any final disposition in
person in the Dockets Office (see the
ADDRESSES section for the address and
phone number) between 9:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except federal holidays. An informal
docket may also be examined during
normal business hours at the Federal
Aviation Administration, Air Traffic
Organization, Central Service Center,
Operations Support Group, 10101
Hillwood Parkway, Fort Worth, TX
76177.

All communications received before
the specified closing date for comments
will be considered before taking action
on the proposed rule. The proposal
contained in this notice may be changed
in light of the comments received. A
report summarizing each substantive
public contact with FAA personnel
concerned with this rulemaking will be
filed in the docket.
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Availability and Summary of
Documents Proposed for Incorporation
by Reference

This document proposes to amend
FAA Order 7400.11A, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 3, 2016, and effective
September 15, 2016. FAA Order
7400.11A is publicly available as listed
in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, G, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Proposal

The FAA is proposing an amendment
to Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations
(14 CFR) part 71 by modifying Class E
airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within a 6.3-mile
radius of Haskell Municipal Airport,
Haskell, TX. The segment 8 miles east
and 4 miles west of the 015° bearing
from the Haskell RBN extending from
the airport to 16 miles northeast of the
RBN would be removed due to the
decommissioning of the NDB, and
cancellation of NDB approaches. This
action would enhance the safety and
management of the standard instrument
approach procedures for IFR operations
at the airport.

Class E airspace designations are
published in paragraph 6005 of FAA
Order 7400.11A, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, which
is incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The Class E airspace designations
listed in this document will be
published subsequently in the Order.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current, is non-controversial and
unlikely to result in adverse or negative
comments. It, therefore: (1) Is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
regulatory evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that will only affect air
traffic procedures and air navigation, it
is certified that this rule, when
promulgated, would not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

This proposal will be subject to an
environmental analysis in accordance
with FAA Order 1050.1F,
“Environmental Impacts: Policies and
Procedures” prior to any FAA final
regulatory action.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me, the Federal
Aviation Administration proposes to
amend 14 CFR part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for 14 CFR
Part 71 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), lOG(g); 40103,
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 6005 Class E Airspace Areas.

* * * * *

ASW TX E5 Haskell, TX [Amended]
Haskell Municipal Airport, TX
(Lat. 33°11°29” N., long. 99°43'04” W.)

That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within a 6.3-mile
radius of Haskell Municipal Airport.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas on February
10, 2017.
Walter Tweedy,

Acting Manager, Operations Support Group,
ATO Central Service Center.

[FR Doc. 2017—-03511 Filed 2—-24-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2016-9374; Airspace
Docket No. 16-AGL—-23]

RIN 2120-AA66

Proposed Modification of VOR Federal
Airways V-55, V-63, V-177, V-228, and
V-246 in the Vicinity of Stevens Point,
wi

AGENCY: Federal Aviation

Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This action proposes to
modify five VHF Omnidirectional Range
(VOR) Federal airways in the vicinity of
Stevens Point, WI. The FAA is
proposing this action due to the planned
decommissioning of the Stevens Point,
WI (STE), VHF Omnidirectional Range/
Tactical Air Navigation (VORTAC)
navigation aid (NAVAID) which
provides navigation guidance for
portions of the ATS routes proposed to
be amended by this action. This action
would enhance the safety and efficient
management of aircraft in the Stevens
Point, WI, area.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before April 13, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Send comments on this
proposal to the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., West Building
Ground Floor, Room W12-140,
Washington, DC 20590; telephone: 1
(800) 647-5527, or (202) 366—9826. You
must identify FAA Docket No. FAA-
2016-9374 and Airspace Docket No. 16—
AGL-23 at the beginning of your
comments. You may also submit
comments through the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov. You may review
the public docket containing the
proposal, any comments received, and
any final disposition in person in the
Dockets Office between 9:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. The Docket
Office (telephone 1 (800) 647-5527), is
on the ground floor of the building at
the above address.

FAA Order 7400.11A, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, and
subsequent amendments can be viewed
online at http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/
publications/. For further information,
you can contact the Airspace Policy
Group, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591;
telephone: (202) 267—-8783. The Order is
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also available for inspection at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of FAA
Order 7400.11A at NARA, call (202)
741-6030, or go to http://
www.archives.gov/federal register/
code of federal-regulations/ibr_
locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Colby Abbott, Airspace Policy Group,
Office of Airspace Services, Federal
Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20591; telephone: (202)
267-8783.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of the airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it modifies the
NAS route structure as necessary to
preserve the safe and efficient flow of
air traffic within the NAS.

Comments Invited

Interested parties are invited to
participate in this proposed rulemaking
by submitting such written data, views,
or arguments as they may desire.
Comments that provide the factual basis
supporting the views and suggestions
presented are particularly helpful in
developing reasoned regulatory
decisions on the proposal. Comments
are specifically invited on the overall
regulatory, aeronautical, economic,
environmental, and energy-related
aspects of the proposal.

Communications should identify both
docket numbers (FAA Docket No. FAA—
2016-9374 and Airspace Docket No. 16—
AGL-23) and be submitted in triplicate
to the Docket Management Facility (see
ADDRESSES section for address and
phone number). You may also submit
comments through the internet at http://
www.regulations.gov.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments

on this action must submit with those
comments a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: “Comments to FAA
Docket No. FAA-2016-9374 and
Airspace Docket No. 16—AGL-23.” The
postcard will be date/time stamped and
returned to the commenter.

All communications received on or
before the specified comment closing
date will be considered before taking
action on the proposed rule. The
proposal contained in this action may
be changed in light of comments
received. All comments submitted will
be available for examination in the
public docket both before and after the
comment closing date. A report
summarizing each substantive public
contact with FAA personnel concerned
with this rulemaking will be filed in the
docket.

Availability of NPRMs

An electronic copy of this document
may be downloaded through the
internet at http://www.regulations.gov.
Recently published rulemaking
documents can also be accessed through
the FAA’s Web page at http://
www.faa.gov/air traffic/publications/
airspace_amendments/.

You may review the public docket
containing the proposal, any comments
received and any final disposition in
person in the Dockets Office (see
ADDRESSES section for address and
phone number) between 9:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. An informal
docket may also be examined during
normal business hours at the office of
the Operations Support Group, Central
Service Center, Federal Aviation
Administration, 10101 Hillwood Blvd.,
Fort Worth, TX, 76177.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document proposes to amend
FAA Order 7400.11A, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 3, 2016, and effective
September 15, 2016. FAA Order
7400.11A is publicly available as listed
in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, G, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

Background

The FAA is planning
decommissioning activities for the
Stevens Point, WI (STE), VORTAC to
take place in 2017 as one of the
candidate VORs identified for
discontinuance by the VOR Minimum

Operating Network (VOR MON)
program and listed in the Final policy
statement notice, “Provision of
Navigation Services for the Next
Generation Air Transportation System
(NextGen) Transition to Performance-
Based Navigation (PBN) (Plan for
Establishing a VOR Minimum
Operational Network),” published in the
Federal Register of July 26, 2016 (81FR
48694), Docket No. FAA-2011-1082.
Additionally, the Stevens Point
VORTAC has been reported as out-of-
service since October 31, 2012, by
Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) due to
extreme fluctuations in signal
modulation and out-of-tolerance
structure. The VORTAC is unusable as
a terminal facility, is showing out-of-
tolerance conditions at many enroute
altitudes, and numerous attempts to
repair the VORTAC to put it back in
service have failed. The affected ATS
routes are VOR Federal airways V-55,
V-63, V-177, V-228, and V-246.

With the planned decommissioning of
the Stevens Point, WI, VORTAC, the
FAA has determined the remaining
ground-based NAVAID coverage in the
area is insufficient to enable the
continuity of the affected airways. As
such, proposed modifications to VOR
Federal airways V-55, V-63, V-177, V-
228, and V-246 will result in gaps in the
route structures. To overcome the gaps
that would result in the route structures,
instrument flight rules (IFR) traffic
could use adjacent VOR Federal airways
V-9, V-26, V-78, V-191, V-341, or V-
345 to circumnavigate the affected area,
could file point-to-point through the
affected area using the fixes that will
remain in place, or could receive air
traffic control (ATC) radar vectors
through the area. VFR pilots who elect
to navigate via airways through the
affected area could also take advantage
of the adjacent VOR Federal airways or
ATC services listed previously.

The Proposal

The FAA is proposing an amendment
to Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations
(14 CFR) part 71 to modify the
descriptions of VOR Federal airways V-
55, V-63, V=177, V=228, and V-246 due
to the planned decommissioning of the
Stevens Point, WI, VORTAC. The
proposed route changes are described
below.

V-55: V=55 currently extends
between the Dayton, OH (DQN), VOR
and the Bismarck, ND (BIS), VOR. In a
separate NPRM, the FAA proposed to
remove the airway segment between the
Siren, WI (RZN), VOR/Distance
Measuring Equipment (VOR/DME) and
the Park Rapids, MN (PKD), VOR/DME
(82 FR 6353, January 19, 2017). The
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FAA now proposes to remove the
airway segment between the
intersection of the Green Bay, WI (GRB),
VORTAC 270°(T)/269°(M) and Oshkosh,
WI (OSH), VORTAC 339°(T)/337°(M)
radials (the BIPID fix) and the Eau
Claire, WI (EAU), VORTAC in this
NPRM. The unaffected portions of the
existing airway would remain as charted
in the three remaining segments.

V-63: V-63 currently extends
between the Bowie, TX MN (UKW),
VORTAC and the Houghton, MI (CMX),
VOR/DME. The FAA proposes to
remove the airway segment between the
Oshkosh, WI (OSH), VORTAC and the
Wausau, WI (AUW), VORTAC. The
unaffected portions of the existing
airway would remain as charted in the
two remaining segments.

V-177:V-177 currently extends
between the Joliet, IL (JOT), VORTAC
and the Ely, MN (ELO), VOR/DME. The
FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the Madison, WI
(MAD), VOR/DME and the Wausau, WI
(AUW), VORTAC. The unaffected
portions of the existing airway would
remain as charted in the two remaining
segments.

V-228:V-228 currently extends
between the Stevens Point, WI (STE),
VORTAC and the Gipper, MI (GIJ),
VORTAC. The FAA proposes to remove
the airways segment between the
Stevens Point, WI (STE), VORTAC and
the Dells, WI (DLL), VORTAC. The
unaffected portion of the existing airway
would remain as charted.

V-246:V-246 currently extends
between the Janesville, WI (JVL), VOR/
DME and Stevens Point, (STE),
VORTAC. The FAA proposes to remove
the airway segment between the
intersection of the Nodine, MN (ODI),
VORTAC 055°(T)/054°(M) and Eau
Claire, WI (EAU), VORTAC 134°(T)/
130°(M) radials (the MILTO fix) and the
Stevens Point, WI (STE), VORTAC. The
unaffected portion of the existing airway
will remain as charted.

All radials in the route descriptions
below that do not reflect True (T)/
Magnetic (M) degree radial information
are unchanged and stated in True
degrees.

VOR Federal airways are published in
paragraph 6010(a) of FAA Order
7400.11A, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, which is
incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The VOR Federal airways listed in
this document will be subsequently
published in the Order.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
proposed regulation only involves an
established body of technical

regulations for which frequent and
routine amendments are necessary to
keep them operationally current. It,
therefore: (1) Is not a “‘significant
regulatory action” under Executive
Order 12866; (2) is not a “‘significant
rule” under Department of
Transportation (DOT) Regulatory
Policies and Procedures (44 FR 11034;
February 26, 1979); and (3) does not
warrant preparation of a regulatory
evaluation as the anticipated impact is
so minimal. Since this is a routine
matter that will only affect air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this proposed rule, when
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

This proposal will be subject to an
environmental analysis in accordance
with FAA Order 1050.1F,
“Environmental Impacts: Policies and
Procedures” prior to any FAA final
regulatory action.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

The Proposed Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
proposes to amend 14 CFR part 71 as
follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for part 71
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,

40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016 and
effective September 15, 2016, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 6010(a) Domestic VOR Federal

airways.
* * * * *
V-55 [Amended]

From Dayton, OH; Fort Wayne, IN; Goshen,
IN; Gipper, MI; Keeler, MI; Pullman, MI;
Muskegon, MI; INT Muskegon 327° and
Green Bay, WI, 116° radials; Green Bay; to
INT Green Bay 270°(T)/269°(M) and
Oshkosh, WI, 339°(T)/337°(M) radials. From
Eau Claire, WI; to Siren, WI. From Park
Rapids, MN; Grand Forks, ND; INT Grand

Forks 239° and Bismarck, ND, 067° radials;
to Bismarck.
* * * * *

V-63 [Amended]

From Bowie, TX; Texoma, OK; McAlester,
OK; Razorback, AR; Springfield, MO;
Hallsville, MO; Quincy, IL; Burlington, IA;
Moline, IL; Davenport, IA; Rockford, IL;
Janesville, WI; Badger, WI; to Oshkosh, WL
From Wausau, WI; Rhinelander, WI; to
Houghton, MI. Excluding that airspace at and
above 10,000 feet MSL from 5 NM north to
46 NM north of Quincy, IL, when the Howard
West MOA is active.

* * * * *

V-177 [Amended]

From Joliet, IL; Janesville, WI; to Madison,
WI. From Wausau, WI; Hayward, WI; Duluth,

MN; to Ely, MN.
* * * * *
V-228 [Amended]

From Dells, WI; Madison, WI; INT Madison
138° and Chicago O’Hare, IL, 316° radials;
INT Chicago O’Hare 316° and Northbrook, IL,
291° radials; Northbrook; INT Northbrook
110° and Gipper, MI, 290° radials; to Gipper.

* * * * *

V-246 [Amended]

From Janesville, WI; Dubuque, IA;
Waukon, IA; Nodine, MN; to INT Nodine
055°(T)/054°(M) and Eau Claire, WI, 134°(T)/
130°(M) radials.

Issued in Washington, DC, on February 6,
2017.

Leslie M. Swann,

Acting Manager, Airspace Policy Group.
[FR Doc. 2017—03536 Filed 2—24—17; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2016-9555; Airspace
Docket No. 16—-AGL-2]

RIN 2120-AA66

Proposed Modification and Revocation
of Multiple Air Traffic Service (ATS)
Routes; Northcentral United States

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This action proposes to
amend and remove multiple VHF
Omnidirectional Range (VOR) Federal
airways in northcentral United States to
reflect and accommodate route changes
being made as part of the FAA’s
Cleveland/Detroit Metroplex Project
airspace redesign effort.
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DATES: Comments must be received on
or before April 13, 2017

ADDRESSES: Send comments on this
proposal to the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., West Building
Ground Floor, Room W12-140,
Washington, DC 20590; telephone:
1(800) 6475527, or (202) 366—9826.
You must identify FAA Docket No.
FAA-2016-9555 and Airspace Docket
No. 16—AGL~2 at the beginning of your
comments. You may also submit
comments through the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov. You may review
the public docket containing the
proposal, any comments received, and
any final disposition in person in the
Dockets Office between 9:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. The Docket
Office (telephone 1 (800) 647-5527), is
on the ground floor of the building at
the above address.

FAA Order 7400.11A, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, and
subsequent amendments can be viewed
online at http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/
publications/. For further information,
you can contact the Airspace Policy
Group, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591;
telephone: (202) 267—-8783. The Order is
also available for inspection at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of FAA
Order 7400.11A at NARA, call (202)
741-6030, or go to http://
www.archives.gov/federal register/
code_of federal-regulations/ibr
locations.html.

FAA Order 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, is
published yearly and effective on
September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Colby Abbott, Airspace Policy Group,
Office of Airspace Services, Federal
Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20591; telephone: (202)
267-8783.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that

section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of the airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it modifies the
National Airspace System (NAS) route
structure as necessary to preserve the
safe and efficient flow of air traffic
within the NAS.

Comments Invited

Interested parties are invited to
participate in this proposed rulemaking
by submitting such written data, views,
or arguments as they may desire.
Comments that provide the factual basis
supporting the views and suggestions
presented are particularly helpful in
developing reasoned regulatory
decisions on the proposal. Comments
are specifically invited on the overall
regulatory, aeronautical, economic,
environmental, and energy-related
aspects of the proposal.

Communications should identify both
docket numbers (FAA Docket No. FAA—
2016-9555 and Airspace Docket No. 16—
AGL~-2) and be submitted in triplicate to
the Docket Management Facility (see
ADDRESSES section for address and
phone number). You may also submit
comments through the internet at http://
www.regulations.gov.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
on this action must submit with those
comments a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: “Comments to FAA
Docket No. FAA-2016-9555 and
Airspace Docket No. 16-AGL-2.” The
postcard will be date/time stamped and
returned to the commenter.

All communications received on or
before the specified comment closing
date will be considered before taking
action on the proposed rule. The
proposal contained in this action may
be changed in light of comments
received. All comments submitted will
be available for examination in the
public docket both before and after the
comment closing date. A report
summarizing each substantive public
contact with FAA personnel concerned
with this rulemaking will be filed in the
docket.

Availability of NPRMs

An electronic copy of this document
may be downloaded through the
internet at http://www.regulations.gov.
Recently published rulemaking
documents can also be accessed through
the FAA’s Web page at http://
www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/
airspace_amendments/.

You may review the public docket
containing the proposal, any comments
received and any final disposition in
person in the Dockets Office (see
ADDRESSES section for address and
phone number) between 9:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. An informal
docket may also be examined during
normal business hours at the office of
the Operations Support Group, Central
Service Center, Federal Aviation
Administration, 10101 Hillwood Blvd.,
Fort Worth, TX, 76177.

Availability and Summary of
Documents for Incorporation by
Reference

This document proposes to amend
FAA Order 7400.11A, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 3, 2016, and effective
September 15, 2016. FAA Order
7400.11A is publicly available as listed
in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, G, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

Background

The Cleveland Air Route Traffic
Control Center (ARTCC), with the
Cleveland and Detroit Terminal Radar
Approach Control (TRACON) facilities,
is currently undertaking the Cleveland/
Detroit (CLE/DTW) Metroplex Project.
This project is in support of the FAA’s
Next Generation (NextGen) goal to
safely improve the overall efficiency of
the NAS by increasing efficiencies in
metropolitan areas with multiple
airports and complex air traffic flows.
More specifically, these proposed
changes would enhance the way aircraft
navigate the complex airspace, improve
airport access, and make flight routes
more efficient by optimizing the
airspace and procedures based on
satellite-based navigation.

At present, the enroute airway
structure within the CLE/DTW
metroplex project area is conventionally
based with the Federal airways
established using ground-based
navigation aids, and most of the current
procedures rely on the existing Federal
airways. The CLE/DTW metroplex
project is aimed at amending the current
Federal airways to assist NAS users by
providing more efficient satellite-based
navigation options for routing and
integrating 100 new area navigation
(RNAV) procedures that are being
designed.

Aircraft within the airspace area
controlled by the Cleveland ARTCC
often file direct to their final airport
destinations, or are vectored direct to
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waypoints or VOR navigation aids
further along their intended route of
flight. Cleveland ARTCC and the
Cleveland and Detroit TRACONSs
conducted an analysis of the Federal
airways usage in Cleveland ARTCC’s
airspace. According to that analysis, 57
percent of the airways in Cleveland
ARTCC’s airspace were never filed or
used, and the remaining 43 percent of
the airways were filed or used less than
1 percent of the total monthly
operations flown in the CLE/DTW
metroplex project area.

While the FAA proposes to amend the
current Federal airway structure in
support of the CLE/DTW metroplex
project, the proposal itself does not
remove any existing VORs. Unless
proposed in a separate airspace action,
the VORs within the CLE/DTW
metroplex project area would remain
available for flight plan filing and
navigation purposes. Additionally, as
part of the CLE/DTW metroplex project,
the FAA plans to amend the current
fixes contained within the project area
by converting them into RNAV
waypoints that would remain in place to
assist pilots and air traffic controllers
already familiar with them, for
navigation purposes.

Lastly, the FAA plans to continue
NextGen modernization efforts of the
Cleveland and Detroit TRACON
assigned airspace areas, at a later date,
by working with the TRACONs and
establishing new RNAV T-routes
designed to enhance the flow of traffic
through their busy terminal airspace
areas. The new RNAV T-routes would
be proposed in a separate airspace
action after the RNAV procedures being
developed for the CLE/DTW metroplex
project are published and available for
use.

The Proposal

The FAA is proposing an amendment
to Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations
(14 CFR) part 71 to modify VOR Federal
airways V-2, V-5, V-6, V-8, V-10, V-
11, V-14, V-26, V-30, V-38, V-43, V-
45, V-47, V=59, V-75, V-84, V-92, V-
96, V-103, V-116, V-126, V-133, V-
170, V-188, V-210, V-221, V-232, V-
233, V-450, V-464, V-493, and V-542.
Additionally, this action proposes to
remove VOR Federal airways V—40, V-
98, V-176, V-297, V-353, V-383, V—
396, V-406, V—416, V-418, V-426, V-
435, V-443, V-467, V-486, V-522, V-
523, V=525, and V-584. The VOR
Federal airway amendments and
removals are proposed in support of the
FAA’s planned CLE/DTW metroplex
project and are outlined below.

V-2: V=2 currently extends between
the Seattle, WA, VORTAC and the

Gardner, MA, VOR/DME, excluding the
airspace within Canada. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the Lansing, MI, VORTAC and
the Buffalo, NY, VOR/DME.
Additionally, this proposal would
remove the exclusion statement for the
airspace within Canada. The unaffected
portions of the existing airway would
remain unchanged.

V-5: V-5 currently extends between
the Pecan, GA, VOR/DME and the
London, ON, Canada, VOR/DME,
excluding the airspace within Canada.
The FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the Appleton, OH,
VORTAC and the London, ON, Canada,
VOR/DME. Additionally, this proposal
would remove the exclusion statement
for the airspace within Canada. The
unaffected portions of the existing
airway would remain unchanged.

V-6: V-6 currently extends between
the Oakland, CA, VORTAC and the
DuPage, IL, VOR/DME; between the
intersection of the Chicago Heights, IL,
VORTAC 358° and Gipper, MI,
VORTAC 271° radials (NILES fix) and
the Waterville, OH, VOR/DME; and
between the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME and
the La Guardia, NY, VOR/DME;
excluding the airspace within restricted
areas R—4803, R—4813A, and R—4813B
when active. The FAA proposes to
remove the airway segment between the
intersection of the Gipper, MI, VORTAC
092°(T)/092°(M) and Litchfield, MI,
VOR/DME 196°(T)/201°(M) radials
(MODEM fix) and the Waterville, OH,
VOR/DME; and between the Dryer, OH,
VOR/DME and the Clarion, PA, VOR/
DME. Additionally, this proposal would
remove the exclusion statement for the
airspace within restricted areas R—4803,
R-4813A, and R—-4813B because they do
not affect V-6. The unaffected portions
of the existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-8: V=8 currently extends between
the intersection of the Seal Beach, CA,
VORTAC 266° and Ventura, CA, VOR/
DME 144° radials (DOYLE fix) and the
Washington, DC, VOR/DME. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the Flag City, OH, VORTAC
and the Briggs, OH, VOR/DME. The
unaffected portions of the existing
airway would remain unchanged.

V-10: V-10 currently extends
between the Pueblo, CO, VORTAC and
the intersection of the Bradford, IL,
VORTAC 058° and Joliet, IL, VORTAC
287° radials (PLANO fix); and between
the intersection of the Chicago Heights,
IL, VORTAC 358° and Gipper, MI,
VORTAC 271° radials (NILES fix) and
the Lancaster, PA, VOR/DME; excluding
the airspace within Canada. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment

between the Litchfield, MI, VOR/DME
and the Youngstown, OH, VORTAC.
Additionally, this proposal would
remove the exclusion statement for the
airspace within Canada. The unaffected
portions of the existing airway would
remain unchanged.

V-11:V-11 currently extends
between the Brookley, AL, VORTAC
and the intersection of the Fort Wayne,
IN, VORTAC 038° and Carleton, MI,
VORTAC 262° radials (CRUXX fix). The
FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the intersection of the
Fort Wayne, IN, 038°(T)/038°(M) and
Waterville, OH, VOR/DME 273°(T)/
275°(M) radials (EDGEE fix) and the
intersection of the Fort Wayne, IN,
VORTAC 038° and Carleton, MI,
VORTAC 262° radials (CRUXX fix). The
unaffected portions of the existing
airway would remain unchanged.

V-14:V-14 currently extends
between the Chisum, NM, VORTAC and
the Norwich, CT, VOR/DME. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the Flag City, OH, VORTAC
and the Dunkirk, NY, VORTAC. The
unaffected portions of the existing
airway would remain unchanged.

V-26: V=26 currently extends
between the Blue Mesa, CO, VOR/DME
and the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME,
excluding the airspace within Canada.
The FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the Lansing, MI,
VORTAC and the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME.
Additionally, this proposal would
remove the exclusion statement for the
airspace within Canada. The unaffected
portions of the existing airway would
remain unchanged.

V-30: V=30 currently extends
between the Badger, WI, VORTAC and
the Waterville, OH, VOR/DME; and
between the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME and
the Solberg, NJ, VOR/DME. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the Litchfield, MI, VOR/DME
and the Waterville, OH, VOR/DME; and
between the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME and
the Clarion, PA, VOR/DME. The
unaffected portions of the existing
airway would remain unchanged.

V-38: V=38 currently extends
between the Moline, IL, VORTAC and
the Cape Charles, VA, VORTAC. The
FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the intersection of the
Fort Wayne, IN, VORTAC 091°(T)/
091°(M) and Rosewood, OH, VORTAC
334°(T)/339°(M) radials (WINES fix) and
the Appleton, OH, VORTAC. The
unaffected portions of the existing
airway would remain unchanged.

V—40: V-40 currently extends
between the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME and
the intersection of the Briggs, OH, VOR/
DME 077° and Youngstown, OH,
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VORTAC 177° radials (CUTTA fix). The
FAA proposes to remove the airway in
its entirety.

V—43:V-43 currently extends
between the Appleton, OH, VORTAC
and the Buffalo, NY, VOR/DME. The
FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the Appleton, OH,
VORTAC and the Youngstown, OH,
VORTAC. Additionally, this proposal
would add an exclusion statement for
the airspace within Canada. The
unaffected portions of the existing
airway would remain unchanged.

V—-45:V-45 currently extends
between the New Bern, NC, VOR/DME
and the Sault Ste Marie, MI, VOR/DME,
excluding the airspace within restricted
areas R—-5502A and R-5502B. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the Appleton, OH, VORTAC
and the Saginaw, MI, VOR/DME.
Additionally, this proposal would
remove the exclusion statement for the
airspace within restricted areas R—
5502A and R-5502B because they do
not affect V—45. The unaffected portions
of the existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V—47:V-47 currently extends
between the Pine Bluff, AR, VOR/DME
and the Pocket City, IN, VORTAG; and
between the Cincinnati, KY, VORTAC
and the Waterville, OH, VOR/DME. The
FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the Flag City, OH,
VORTAC and the Waterville, OH, VOR/
DME. The unaffected portions of the
existing airway would remain
unchanged.

In addition, the V-47 description
incorrectly lists the state location of the
Cincinnati VORTAC as “Ohio” instead
of “Kentucky.” This action would
correct the route description to reflect
the proper state.

V-59: V=59 currently extends
between the Pulaski, VA, VORTAC and
the Briggs, OH, VOR/DME. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the Newcomerstown, OH,
VOR/DME and the Briggs, OH, VOR/
DME. The unaffected portions of the
existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-75:V-75 currently extends
between the Morgantown, WV,
VORTACG and the intersection of the
Dryer, OH, VOR/DME 325° and
Waterville, OH, VOR/DME 062° radials
(LLEEO fix), excluding the airspace
within Canada. The FAA proposes to
remove the airway segment between the
Briggs, OH, VOR/DME and the
intersection of the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME
325° and Waterville, OH, VOR/DME
062° radials (LLEEO fix). Additionally,
this proposal would remove the
exclusion statement for the airspace

within Canada. The unaffected portions
of the existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-84: V-84 currently extends
between the Northbrook, IL, VOR/DME
and the Flint, MI, VORTAC; and
between the Buffalo, NY, VOR/DME and
the Syracuse, NY, VORTAC. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the Lansing, MI, VORTAC and
the Flint, MI, VORTAC. The unaffected
portions of the existing airway would
remain unchanged.

V-92:V-92 currently extends
between the intersection of the Chicago
Heights, IL, VORTAC 358° and Chicago
O’Hare, IL, VOR/DME 127° radials
(BEBEE fix) and the Armel, VA, VOR/
DME. The FAA proposes to remove the
airway segment between the
intersection of the Goshen, IN, VORTAC
092°(T)/092°(M) and Fort Wayne, IN,
VORTAC 016°(T)/016°(M) radials
(ILTON fix) and the Tiverton, OH, VOR/
DME. The unaffected portions of the
existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-96:V-96 currently extends
between the Brickyard, IN, VORTAC
and the Detroit, MI, VOR/DME. The
FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the intersection of the
Fort Wayne, IN, VORTAC 071°(T)/
071°(M) and Flag City, OH, VORTAC
289°(T)/291°(M) radials (TWERP fix)
and the Detroit, MI, VOR/DME. The
unaffected portions of the existing
airway would remain unchanged.

V-98: V-98 currently extends
between the Dayton, OH, VOR/DME and
the intersection of the Carleton, MI,
VORTAC 243° and Waterville, OH,
VOR/DME 321° radials (MIZAR fix).
The FAA proposes to remove the airway
in its entirety.

V-103: V=103 currently extends
between the Chesterfield, SC, VOR/DME
and the Lansing, MI, VORTAC,
excluding the airspace within Canada.
The FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the Akron, OH, VOR/
DME and the Lansing, MI, VORTAC.
Additionally, this proposal would
remove the exclusion statement for the
airspace within Canada. The unaffected
portions of the existing airway would
remain unchanged.

V-116:V-116 currently extends
between the intersection of the Chicago
O’Hare, IL, VOR/DME 092° and Chicago
Heights, IL, VORTAC 013° radials
(WILLA fix) and the Sparta, NJ,
VORTAG, excluding the airspace within
Canada. The FAA proposes to remove
the airway segment between the
intersection of the Chicago O’Hare, IL,
VOR/DME 092° and Chicago Heights, IL,
VORTAC 013° radials (WILLA fix) and
the Erie, PA, VORTAC. Additionally,

this proposal would remove the
exclusion statement for the airspace
within Canada. The unaffected portions
of the existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-126:V—126 currently extends
between the intersection of the Peotone,
IL, VORTAC 053° and Knox, IN, VOR/
DME 297° radials (BEARZ fix) and the
Waterville, OH, VOR/DME; and between
the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME and the
Stonyfork, PA, VOR/DME. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the intersection of the Goshen,
IN, VORTAC 092°(T)/092°(M) and Fort
Wayne, IN, VORTAC 016°(T)/016°(M)
radials (ILTON fix) and the Waterville,
OH, VOR/DME; and between the Dryer,
OH, VOR/DME and the Erie, PA,
VORTAG. The unaffected portions of
the existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-133: V-133 currently extends
between the intersection of the
Charlotte, NC, VOR/DME 305° and
Barretts Mountain, NC, VOR/DME 197°
radials and the Mansfield, OH,
VORTAC; and between the Salem, MI,
VORTAC and the Red Lake, ON,
Canada, VOR/DME; excluding the
airspace within Canada. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the Tiverton, OH, VOR/DME
and the Mansfield, OH, VORTAC; and
between the Salem, MI, VORTAC and
the Saginaw, MI, VOR/DME. The
unaffected portions of the existing
airway and the exclusion statement for
the airspace within Canada would
remain unchanged.

V-170: V-170 currently extends
between the Devils Lake, ND, VOR/DME
and the Salem, MI, VORTAC; and
between the Erie, PA, VORTAC and the
intersection of the Andrews, MD,
VORTAC 060° and Baltimore, MD,
VORTAC 165° radials (POLLA fix);
excluding the airspace within restricted
area R-5802. The FAA proposes to
remove the airway segment between the
Erie, PA, VORTAC and the Bradford,
PA, VOR/DME. The unaffected portions
of the existing airway and the exclusion
statement for restricted area R—5802
would remain unchanged.

V-176:V-176 currently extends
between the Carleton, MI, VORTAC and
the intersection of the Chardon, OH,
VOR/DME 294° and Dryer, OH, VOR/
DME 357° radials (HIMEZ fix),
excluding the airspace within Canada.
The FAA proposes to remove the airway
in its entirety.

V-188: V-188 currently extends
between the Carleton, MI, VORTAC and
the Groton, CT, VOR/DME, excluding
the airspace within Canada. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the Carleton, MI, VORTAC and
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the Tidioute, PA, VORTAC.
Additionally, this proposal would
remove the exclusion statement for the
airspace within Canada. The unaffected
portions of the existing airway would
remain unchanged.

V-210: V=210 currently extends
between the Los Angeles, CA, VORTAC
and the Okmulgee, OK, VOR/DME; and
between the Brickyard, IN, VORTAC
and theYardley, PA, VOR/DME. The
FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the Tiverton, OH,
VOR/DME and the Revloc, PA, VOR/
DME. The unaffected portions of the
existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-221:V-221 currently extends
between the Bible Grove, IL, VORTAC
and the Erie, PA, VORTAC, excluding
the airspace within Canada. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the intersection of the Fort
Wayne, IN, VORTAC 016°(T)/016°(M)
and Goshen, IN, VORTAC 092°(T)/
092°(M) radials (ILTON fix) and the
Erie, PA, VORTAC. Additionally, this
proposal would remove the exclusion
statement for the airspace within
Canada. The unaffected portions of the
existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-232:V-232 currently extends
between the Chardon, OH, VOR/DME
and the Colts Neck, NJ, VOR/DME. The
FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the Chardon, OH,
VOR/DME and the Keating, PA,
VORTAG. The unaffected portions of
the existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-233: V=233 currently extends
between the Spinner, IL, VORTAC and
the Pellston, MI, VORTAC. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the Litchfield, MI, VOR/DME
and the Mount Pleasant, MI, VOR/DME.
The unaffected portions of the existing
airway would remain unchanged.

V-297:V—-297 currently extends
between the Johnstown, PA, VORTAC
and the intersection of the Akron, OH,
VOR/DME 305° and Waterville, OH,
VOR/DME 062° radials (LLEEO fix),
excluding the airspace within Canada.
The FAA proposes to remove the airway
in its entirety.

V-353: V=353 currently extends
between the Jackson, MI, VOR/DME and
the Flint, MI, VORTAC. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway in its
entirety.

V-383: V-383 currently extends
between the Rosewood, OH, VORTAC
and the Detroit, MI, VOR/DME. The
FAA proposes to remove the airway in
its entirety.

V-396: V-396 currently extends
between the Windsor, ON, Canada,

VOR/DME and the Chardon, OH, VOR/
DME, excluding the airspace within
Canada. The FAA proposes to remove
the airway in its entirety.

V—-406: V-406 currently extends
between the Salem, MI, VORTAC and
the London, ON, Canada, VOR/DME,
excluding the airspace within Canada.
The FAA proposes to remove the airway
in its entirety.

V—416: V—416 currently extends
between the Rosewood, OH, VORTAC
and the intersection of the Mansfield,
OH, VORTAC 045° and Dryer, OH,
VOR/DME 123° radials (JAKEE fix). The
FAA proposes to remove the airway in
its entirety.

V—418: V-418 currently extends
between the Salem, MI, VORTAC and
the Jamestown, NY, VOR/DME,
excluding the airspace within Canada.
The FAA proposes to remove the airway
in its entirety.

V-426:V—426 currently extends
between the Carleton, MI, VORTAC and
the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway in its
entirety.

V-435:V-435 currently extends
between the Rosewood, OH, VORTAC
and the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway in its
entirety.

V-443:V—443 currently extends
between the intersection of the
Newcomerstown, OH, VOR/DME 099°
and Bellaire, OH, VOR/DME 044°
radials (WISKE fix) and the Aylmer, ON,
Canada, VOR/DME, excluding the
airspace within Canada. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway in its
entirety.

V—450: V-450 currently extends
between the Escanaba, MI, VOR/DME
and the London, ON, Canada, VOR/
DME, excluding the airspace within
Canada. The FAA proposes to remove
the airway segment between the Flint,
MI, VORTAC and the London, ON,
Canada, VOR/DME. Additionally, this
proposal would remove the exclusion
statement for the airspace within
Canada. The unaffected portions of the
existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-464: V—-464 currently extends
between the Salem, MI, VORTAC and
the Geneseo, NY, VOR/DME, excluding
the airspace within Canada. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway segment
between the Salem, MI, VORTAC and
the Aylmer, ON, Canada, VOR/DME.
The unaffected portions of the existing
airway and the exclusion statement for
the airspace within Canada would
remain unchanged.

V-467: V—-467 currently extends
between the Richmond, IN, VORTAC
and the Detroit, MI, VOR/DME. The

FAA proposes to remove the airway in
its entirety.

V-486: V-486 currently extends
between the intersection of the Akron,
OH, VOR/DME 316° and Chardon, OH,
VOR/DME 260° radials (LEBRN fix) and
the Jamestown, NY, VOR/DME. The
FAA proposes to remove the airway in
its entirety.

V-493: V-493 currently extends
between the Livingston, TN, VORTAC
and the Carleton, MI, VORTAC; and
between the Menominee, MI, VOR/DME
and the Rhinelander, WI, VORTAC. The
FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the Appleton, OH,
VORTAC and the Carleton, MI,
VORTAC. The unaffected portions of
the existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-522:V-522 currently extends
between the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME and
the Toronto, ON, Canada, VOR/DME,
excluding the airspace within Canada.
The FAA proposes to remove the airway
in its entirety.

V-523: V=523 currently extends
between the Appleton, OH, VORTAC
and the Erie, PA, VORTAC. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway in its
entirety.

V-525:V-525 currently extends
between the Appleton, OH, VORTAC
and the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway in its
entirety.

V-542:V-542 currently extends
between the Rosewood, OH, VORTAC
and the Lebanon, NH, VORTAC. The
FAA proposes to remove the airway
segment between the Rosewood, OH,
VORTAC and the Tidioute, PA,
VORTAGC. The unaffected portions of
the existing airway would remain
unchanged.

V-584:V-584 currently extends
between the Waterville, OH, VOR/DME
and the Dryer, OH, VOR/DME. The FAA
proposes to remove the airway in its
entirety.

All radials in the route descriptions
below that do not reflect True (T)/
Magnetic (M) degree radial information
are unchanged and stated in True
degrees.

VOR Federal airways are published in
paragraph 6010(a) of FAA Order
7400.11A, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, which is
incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The VOR Federal airways listed in
this document would be subsequently
published in the Order.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
proposed regulation only involves an
established body of technical
regulations for which frequent and
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routine amendments are necessary to
keep them operationally current. It,
therefore: (1) Is not a “significant
regulatory action” under Executive
Order 12866; (2) is not a “significant
rule” under Department of
Transportation (DOT) Regulatory
Policies and Procedures (44 FR 11034;
February 26, 1979); and (3) does not
warrant preparation of a regulatory
evaluation as the anticipated impact is
so minimal. Since this is a routine
matter that will only affect air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this proposed rule, when
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

This proposal will be subject to an
environmental analysis in accordance
with FAA Order 1050.1F,
“Environmental Impacts: Policies and
Procedures” prior to any FAA final
regulatory action.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

The Proposed Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
proposes to amend 14 CFR part 71 as
follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for part 71
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40103, 40113,

40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR, 1959—
1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016 and
effective September 15, 20186, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 6010(a) Domestic VOR Federal

Airways.
* * * * *
V-2 [Amended]

From Seattle, WA; Ellensburg, WA; Moses
Lake, WA; Spokane, WA; Mullan Pass, ID;
Missoula, MT; Helena, MT; INT Helena 119°
and Livingston, MT, 322° radials; Livingston;
Billings, MT; Miles City, MT; 24 miles, 90
miles, 55 MSL, Dickinson, ND; 10 miles, 60
miles, 38 MSL, Bismarck, ND; 14 miles, 62
miles, 34 MSL, Jamestown, ND; Fargo, ND;
Alexandria, MN; Gopher, MN; Nodine, MN;

Lone Rock, WI; Madison, WI; Badger, WI;
Muskegon, MI; to Lansing, MI. From Buffalo,
NY, 259° radials; Buffalo; Rochester, NY;
Syracuse, NY; Utica, NY; Albany, NY; INT
Albany 084° and Gardner, MA, 284° radials;
to Gardner.

* * * * *

V-5 [Amended]

From Pecan, GA; Vienna, GA; Dublin, GA;
Athens, GA; INT Athens 340° and Electric
City, SC, 274° radials; INT Electric City 274°
and Choo Choo, GA, 127° radials; Choo Choo;
Bowling Green, KY; New Hope, KY;
Louisville, KY; Cincinnati, OH; to Appleton,
OH.

V-6 [Amended]

From Oakland, CA; INT Oakland 039° and
Sacramento, CA, 212° radials; Sacramento;
Squaw Valley, CA; Mustang, NV; Lovelock,
NV; Battle Mountain, NV; INT Battle
Mountain 062° and Wells, NV, 256° radials;
Wells; 5 miles, 40 miles, 98 MSL, 85 MSL,
Lucin, UT; 43 miles, 85 MSL, Ogden, UT; 11
miles, 50 miles, 105 MSL, Fort Bridger, WY;
Rock Springs, WY; 20 miles, 39 miles 95
MSL, Cherokee, WY; 39 miles, 27 miles 95
MSL, Medicine Bow, WY; INT Medicine Bow
106° and Sidney, NE., 291° radials; Sidney;
North Platte, NE; Grand Island, NE; Omaha,
NE; Des Moines, IA; Iowa City, IA;
Davenport, IA; INT Davenport 087° and
DuPage, IL, 255° radials; to DuPage. From
INT Chicago Heights, IL, 358° and Gipper,
MI, 271° radials; Gipper; to INT Gipper
092°(T)/092°(M) and Litchfield, MI, 196°(T)/
201°(M) radials. From Clarion, PA;
Philipsburg, PA; Selinsgrove, PA; Allentown,
PA; Solberg, NJ; INT Solberg 107° and
Yardley, PA, 068° radials; INT Yardley 068°
and La Guardia, NY, 213° radials; to La

Guardia.
* * * * *
V-8 [Amended]

From INT Seal Beach, CA, 266° and
Ventura, CA, 144° radials; Seal Beach;
Paradise, CA; 35 miles, 7 miles wide (3 miles
SE and 4 miles NW of centerline) Hector, CA;
Goffs, CA; INT Goffs 033° and Morman Mesa,
NV, 196° radials; Morman Mesa; Bryce
Canyon, UT; Hanksville, UT; Grand Junction,
CO; Rifle, CO; Kremmling, CO; Mile High,
CO; Akron, CO; Hayes Center, NE; Grand
Island, NE; Omaha, NE; Des Moines, IA; Iowa
City, IA; Moline, IL; Joliet, IL; Chicago
Heights, IL; Goshen, IN; to Flag City, OH.
From Briggs, OH; Bellaire, OH; INT Bellaire
107° and Grantsville, MD, 285° radials;
Grantsville; Martinsburg, WV; to Washington,
DC. The portion outside the United States
has no upper limit.

* * * * *

V-10 [Amended]

From Pueblo, CO; 18 miles, 48 miles, 60
MSL, Lamar, CO; Garden City, KS; Dodge
City, KS; Hutchinson, KS; Emporia, KS; INT
Emporia 063° and Napoleon, MO, 243°
radials; Napoleon; Kirksville, MO;
Burlington, IA; Bradford, IL; to INT Bradford
058° and Joliet, IL, 287° radials. From INT
Chicago Heights, IL, 358° and Gipper, MI,
271° radials; Gipper; to Litchfield, MI. From
Youngstown, OH; INT Youngstown 116° and

Revloc, PA, 300° radials; Revloc; INT Revloc
107° and Lancaster, PA, 280° radials; to
Lancaster.

V-11 [Amended]

From Brookley, AL; Greene County, MS;
INT Greene County 315° and Magnolia, MS
133° radials; Magnolia; Sidon, MS; Holly
Springs, MS; Dyersburg, TN; Cunningham,
KY; Pocket City, IN; Brickyard, IN; Marion,
IN; Fort Wayne, IN; to INT Fort Wayne
038°(T)/038°(M) and Waterville, OH, 273°(T)/
275°(M) radials.

* * * * *

V-14 [Amended]

From Chisum, NM; Lubbock, TX;
Childress, TX; Hobart, OK; Will Rogers, OK;
INT Will Rogers 052° and Tulsa, OK 246°
radials; Tulsa; Neosho, MO; Springfield, MO;
Vichy, MO; INT Vichy 067° and St. Louis,
MO, 225° radials; St. Louis; Vandalia, IL;
Terre Haute, IN; Brickyard, IN; Muncie, IN;
to Flag City, OH. From Dunkirk, NY; Buffalo,
NY; Geneseo, NY; Georgetown, NY; INT
Georgetown 093° and Albany, NY, 270°
radials; Albany; INT Albany 084° and
Gardner, MA, 284° radials; Gardner; to
Norwich, CT.

* * * * *

V-26 [Amended]

From Blue Mesa, CO, via Montrose, CO; 13
miles, 112 MSL, 131 MSL; Grand Junction,
CO; Meeker, CO; Cherokee, WY; Muddy
Mountain, WY; 14 miles 12 AGL, 37 miles 75
MSL, 84 miles 90 MSL, 17 miles 12 AGL;
Rapid City, SD; Philip, SD; Pierre, SD; Huron,
SD; Redwood Falls, MN; Farmington, MN;
Eau Claire, WI; Waussau, WI; Green Bay, WI;
INT Green Bay 116° and White Cloud, MI
302° radials; White Cloud; Lansing, MI.

* * * * *

V-30 [Amended]

From Badger, WI; INT Badger 102° and
Pullman, MI, 303° radials; Pullman; to
Litchfield, MI. From Clarion, PA;
Philipsburg, PA; Selinsgrove, PA; East Texas,
PA; INT East Texas 095° and Solberg, NJ,
264° radials; to Solberg.

* * * * *

V-38 [Amended]

From Moline, IL; INT Moline 082° and
Peotone, IL, 281° radials; Peotone; Fort
Wayne, IN; to INT Fort Wayne 091°(T)/
091°(M) and Rosewood, OH, 334°(T)/339°(M)
radials. From Appleton, OH; Zanesville, OH;
Parkersburg, WV; Elkins, WV; Gordonsville,
VA; Richmond, VA; Harcum, VA; to Cape
Charles, VA.

* * * * *
V-40 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-43 [Amended]

From Youngstown, OH; Erie, PA; INT Erie
042° and Buffalo, NY, 259° radials; to
Buffalo. The airspace within Canada is
excluded.

* * * * *
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V-45 [Amended]

From New Bern, NC; Kinston, NC; Raleigh-
Durham, NC; INT Raleigh-Durham 275° and
Greensboro, NC, 105° radials; Greensboro;
INT Greensboro 334° and Pulaski, VA, 147°
radials; Pulaski; Bluefield, WV; Charleston,
WYV; Henderson, WV; to Appleton, OH. From
Saginaw, MI; Alpena, MI; to Sault Ste Marie,
ML

* * * * *

V-47 [Amended]

From Pine Bluff, AR; Gilmore, AR;
Dyersburg, TN; Cunningham, KY; to Pocket
City, IN. From Cincinnati, KY; Rosewood,
OH; to Flag City, OH.

* * * * *

V-59 [Amended]

From Pulaski, VA; Beckley, WV;
Parkersburg, WV; to Newcomerstown, OH.

* * * * *
V-75 [Amended]
From Morgantown, WV; Bellaire, OH; to
Briggs, OH.
* * * * *
V-84 [Amended]

From Northbrook, IL; Pullman, MI; to
Lansing, MI. From Buffalo, NY; Geneseo, NY;
INT Geneseo 091° and Syracuse, NY, 240°
radials; to Syracuse.

* * * * *

V-92 [Amended]

From INT Chicago O’Hare, IL, 127° and
Chicago Heights, IL, 358° radials; Chicago
Heights; Goshen, IN; to INT Goshen 092°(T)/
092°(M) and Fort Wayne, IN, 016°(T)/016°(M)
radials. From Tiverton, OH; Newcomerstown,
OH; Bellaire, OH; INT Bellaire 107° and
Grantsville, MD, 285° radials; Grantsville;
INT Grantsville 124° and Armel, VA, 292°
radials; to Armel.

* * * * *

V-96 [Amended]

From Brickyard, IN; Kokomo, IN; Fort
Wayne, IN; to INT Fort Wayne 071°(T)/
071°(M) and Flag City, OH, 289°(T)/291°(M)
radials.

* * * * *
V-98 [Removed]

* * * * *
V-103 [Amended]

From Chesterfield, SC; Greensboro, NC;
Roanoke, VA; Elkins, WV; Clarksburg, WV;
Bellaire, OH; INT Bellaire 327° and Akron,
OH, 181° radials; to Akron.

* * * * *

V-116 [Amended]

From Erie, PA; Bradford, PA; Stonyfork,
PA; INT Stonyfork 098° and Wilkes-Barre,
PA, 310° radials; Wilkes-Barre; INT Wilkes-
Barre 084° and Sparta, NJ, 300° radials; to
Sparta.

* * * * *

V-126 [Amended]

From INT Peotone, IL, 053° and Knox, IN,
297° radials; INT Knox 297° and Goshen, IN,
270° radials; Goshen; to INT Goshen 092°(T)/
092°(M) and Fort Wayne, IN, 016°(T)/016°(M)
radials. From Erie, PA; Bradford, PA; to
Stonyfork, PA.

* * * * *

V-133 [Amended]

From INT Charlotte, NC, 305° and Barretts
Mountain, NC, 197° radials; Barretts
Mountain; Charleston, WV; Zanesville, OH;
to Tiverton, OH. From Saginaw, MI; Traverse
City, MI; Escanaba, MI; Sawyer, MI;
Houghton, MI; Thunder Bay, ON, Canada;
International Falls, MN; to Red Lake, ON,
Canada. The airspace within Canada is
excluded.

* * * * *

V-170 [Amended]

From Devils Lake, ND; INT Devils Lake
187° and Jamestown, ND, 337° radials;
Jamestown; Aberdeen, SD; Sioux Falls, SD;
Worthington, MN; Fairmont, MN; Rochester,
MN; Nodine, MN; Dells, WI; INT Dells 097°
and Badger, WI, 304° radials; Badger; INT
Badger 121° and Pullman, MI, 282° radials;
Pullman; to Salem, MI. From Bradford, PA;
Slate Run, PA; Selinsgrove, PA; Ravine, PA;
INT Ravine 125° and Modena, PA, 318°
radials; Modena; Dupont, DE; INT Dupont
223° and Andrews, MD, 060° radials; to INT
Andrews 060° and Baltimore, MD, 165°
radials. The airspace within R-5802 is
excluded when active.

* * * * *
V-176 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-188 [Amended]

From Tidioute, PA; Slate Run, PA;
Williamsport, PA; Wilkes-Barre, PA; INT
Wilkes-Barre 084° and Sparta, NJ, 300°
radials; Sparta; INT Sparta 082° and Carmel,
NY, 243° radials; Carmel; INT Carmel 078°
and Groton, CT, 276° radials; to Groton.

* * * * *

V-210 [Amended]

From Los Angeles, CA, INT Los Angeles
083° and Pomona, CA, 240° radials; Pomona;
INT Daggett, CA, 229° and Hector, CA, 263°
radials; Hector; Goffs, CA; 13 miles, 23 miles
71 MSL, 85 MSL, Peach Springs, AZ; Grand
Canyon, AZ; Tuba City, AZ; 10 miles 90
MSL, 91 miles 105 MSL, Rattlesnake, NM;
Alamosa, CO; INT Alamosa 074° and Lamar,
CO, 250° radials; 40 miles, 51 miles, 65 MSL,
Lamar; 13 miles, 79 miles, 55 MSL, Liberal,
KS; INT Liberal 137° and Will Rogers, OK,
284° radials; Will Rogers; INT Will Rogers
113° and Okmulgee, OK, 238° radials;
Okmulgee. From Brickyard, IN, Muncie, IN;
Rosewood, OH; to Tiverton, OH. From
Revloc, PA; INT Revloc 096° and Harrisburg,
PA, 285° radials; Harrisburg; Lancaster, PA;
INT Lancaster 095° and Yardley, PA, 255°
radials; to Yardley.

* * * * *

V-221 [Amended]

From Bible Grove, IL; Hoosier, IN;
Shelbyville, IN; Muncie, IN; Fort Wayne, IN;
to INT Fort Wayne 016°(T)/016°(M) and
Goshen, IN, 092°(T)/092°(M) radials.

* * * * *

V-232 [Amended]

From Keating, PA; Milton, PA; INT Milton
099° and Solberg, NJ, 299° radials; Solberg;
INT Solberg 137° and Colts Neck, NJ, 263°
radials; to Colts Neck.

V-233 [Amended]

From Spinner, IL; INT Spinner 061° and
Roberts, IL, 233° radials; Roberts; Knox, IN;
Goshen, IN; to Litchfield, MI. From Mount
Pleasant, MI; INT Mount Pleasant 351° and
Gaylord, MI, 207° radials; Gaylord; to
Pellston, MI.

* * * * *
V-297 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-353 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-383 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-396 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-406 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-416 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-418 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-426 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-435 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-443 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-450 [Amended]

From Escanaba, MI; Menominee, MI; Green
Bay, WIL; Muskegon, MI; INT Muskegon 094°
and Flint, MI, 280° radials; to Flint.

* * * * *

V-464 [Amended]

From Aylmer, ON, Canada; Dunkirk, NY;
to Geneseo, NY. The airspace within Canada
is excluded.

* * * * *
V-467 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-486 [Removed]
* * * * *
V-493 [Amended]

From Livingston, TN, Lexington, KY; York,
KY; INT York 030° and Appleton, OH, 183°
radials; to Appleton. From Menominee, MI;
to Rhinelander, WI.

* * * * *
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V-522 [Removed] online at http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/ Persons wishing the FAA to

V-523 [Removed] publications/. For further information,  acknowledge receipt of their comments

. . * % * you can contact the Airspace Policy on this notice must submit with those

Group, Federal Aviation comments a self-addressed, stamped

V-525 [Removed] Administration, 800 Independence postcard on which the following

* * * * * Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591; statement is made: “Comments to

v telephone: 202-267-8783. The Order is  Docket No. FAA-2017-0047/Airspace
-542 [Amended]

From Tidioute, PA; Bradford, PA; INT
Bradford 078° and Elmira, NY, 252° radials;
Elmira; Binghampton, NY; Rockdale, NY;
Albany, NY; Cambridge, NY; INT Cambridge
063° and Lebanon, NH, 214° radials; to

Lebanon.
* * * * *
V-584 [Removed]

Issued in Washington, DC, on February 13,
2017.

Leslie M. Swann,

Acting Manager, Airspace Policy Group.
[FR Doc. 2017-03515 Filed 2—24-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2017-0047; Airspace
Docket No. 17-ANM-1]

Proposed Establishment of Class E
Airspace, Grassrange, MT

AGENCY: Federal Aviation

Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This action proposes to
establish Class E airspace extending
upward from 700 feet above the surface
at N Bar Ranch, Grassrange, MT, to
support the development of Instrument
Flight Rules (IFR) operations under
standard instrument approach and
departure procedures at the airport, for
the safety and management of aircraft
within the National Airspace System.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before April 13, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Send comments on this
proposal to the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., West Building
Ground Floor, Room W12-140,
Washington, DC 20590; telephone: 1-
800-647-5527, or (202) 366—9826. You
must identify FAA Docket No. FAA—
2017-0047; Airspace Docket No. 17—
ANM-1, at the beginning of your
comments. You may also submit
comments through the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov.

FAA Order 7400.11A, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points, and
subsequent amendments can be viewed

also available for inspection at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of FAA
Order 7400.11A at NARA, call 202-741—
6030, or go to http://www.archives.gov/
federal register/code_of federal-
regulations/ibr locations.html. FAA
Order 7400.11, Airspace Designations
and Reporting Points, is published
yearly and effective on September 15.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tom
Clark, Federal Aviation Administration,
Operations Support Group, Western
Service Center, 1601 Lind Avenue SW.,
Renton, WA 98057; telephone (425)
203—-4511.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority for This Rulemaking

The FAA’s authority to issue rules
regarding aviation safety is found in
Title 49 of the United States Code.
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the
authority of the FAA Administrator.
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs,
describes in more detail the scope of the
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is
promulgated under the authority
described in Subtitle VII, Part A,
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that
section, the FAA is charged with
prescribing regulations to assign the use
of airspace necessary to ensure the
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of
airspace. This regulation is within the
scope of that authority as it would
establish Class E airspace at N Bar
Ranch, Grassrange, MT, to support the
development of Instrument Flight Rules
(IFR) operations under standard
instrument approach and departure
procedures at the airport.

Comments Invited

Interested parties are invited to
participate in this proposed rulemaking
by submitting such written data, views,
or arguments, as they may desire.
Comments that provide the factual basis
supporting the views and suggestions
presented are particularly helpful in
developing reasoned regulatory
decisions on the proposal. Comments
are specifically invited on the overall
regulatory, aeronautical, economic,
environmental, and energy-related
aspects of the proposal.
Communications should identify both
docket numbers and be submitted in
triplicate to the address listed above.

Docket No. 177-ANM-1". The postcard
will be date/time stamped and returned
to the commenter.

All communications received before
the specified closing date for comments
will be considered before taking action
on the proposed rule. The proposal
contained in this notice may be changed
in light of the comments received. A
report summarizing each substantive
public contact with FAA personnel
concerned with this rulemaking will be
filed in the docket.

Availability of NPRMs

An electronic copy of this document
may be downloaded through the
Internet at http://www.regulations.gov.
Recently published rulemaking
documents can also be accessed through
the FAA’s Web page at http://
www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/
airspace_amendments/.

You may review the public docket
containing the proposal, any comments
received, and any final disposition in
person in the Dockets Office (see the
ADDRESSES section for the address and
phone number) between 9:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except federal holidays. An informal
docket may also be examined during
normal business hours at the Northwest
Mountain Regional Office of the Federal
Aviation Administration, Air Traffic
Organization, Western Service Center,
Operations Support Group, 1601 Lind
Avenue SW., Renton, WA 98057.

Availability and Summary of
Documents Proposed for Incorporation
by Reference

This document proposes to amend
FAA Order 7400.11A, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
dated August 3, 2016, and effective
September 15, 2016. FAA Order
7400.11A is publicly available as listed
in the ADDRESSES section of this
document. FAA Order 7400.11A lists
Class A, B, C, D, and E airspace areas,
air traffic service routes, and reporting
points.

The Proposal

The FAA is proposing an amendment
to Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations
(14 CFR) Part 71 by establishing Class E
airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface at N Bar Ranch,
Grassrange, MT. Class E airspace would
be established within an area 3.6 miles


http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal-regulations/ibr_locations.html
http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/airspace_amendments/
http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/airspace_amendments/
http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/airspace_amendments/
http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/
http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
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wide extending 6.1 miles northeast and
5.9 miles southwest of the airport. This
airspace is necessary to support IFR
operations in standard instrument
approach and departure procedures at
the airport.

Class E airspace designations are
published in paragraph 6005 of FAA
Order 7400.11A, dated August 3, 2016,
and effective September 15, 2016, which
is incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The Class E airspace designations
listed in this document will be
published subsequently in the Order.

Regulatory Notices and Analyses

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current, is non-controversial and
unlikely to result in adverse or negative
comments. It, therefore: (1) Is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
regulatory evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. Since this is a
routine matter that will only affect air
traffic procedures and air navigation, it
is certified that this rule, when
promulgated, would not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

Environmental Review

This proposal will be subject to an
environmental analysis in accordance
with FAA Order 1050.1F,
“Environmental Impacts: Policies and
Procedures” prior to any FAA final
regulatory action.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me, the Federal
Aviation Administration proposes to
amend 14 CFR part 71 as follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

m 1. The authority citation for 14 CFR
part 71 continues to read as follows:
Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g), 40103,

40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

m 2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.11A,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated August 3, 2016, and
effective September 15, 2016, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 6005 Class E Airspace Areas
Extending Upward From 700 Feet or More
Above the Surface of the Earth.

* * * * *

ANM MT E5 Grassrange, MT [New]

N Bar Ranch, MT

(Lat. 46°50"17” N., long. 108°56"13” W.)

That airspace extending upward from 700
feet above the surface within 1.8 miles each
side of a 070° bearing from the N Bar Ranch
Airport extending to 6.1 miles northeast of
the airport, and within 1.8 miles each side of
a 250° bearing from the airport extending to
5.9 miles southwest of the airport.

Issued in Seattle, Washington, on February
14, 2017.

Tracey Johnson,

Manager, Operations Support Group, Western
Service Center.

[FR Doc. 2017-03520 Filed 2—-24-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 100

[Docket Number USCG-2017-0077]

RIN 1625-AA08

Special Local Regulation; Tred Avon

River, Between Bellevue, MD and
Oxford, MD

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard proposes to
establish special local regulations for
certain waters of the Tred Avon River.
This action is necessary to provide for
the safety of life on the navigable waters
located between Bellevue, MD and
Oxford, MD during a swim event on
June 10, 2017. If necessary, due to
inclement weather, the event will be
rescheduled to June 11, 2017. This
proposed rulemaking would prohibit
persons and vessels from entering the
regulated area unless authorized by the
Captain of the Port Maryland-National
Capital Region or the Coast Guard Patrol
Commander. We invite your comments
on this proposed rulemaking.

DATES: Comments and related material
must be received by the Coast Guard on
or before March 29, 2017.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by docket number USCG—
2017-0077 using the Federal
eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov. See the ‘“Public
Participation and Request for
Comments” portion of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section for
further instructions on submitting
comments.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions about this proposed
rulemaking, call or email Mr. Ronald
Houck, U.S. Coast Guard Sector
Maryland-National Capital Region;
telephone 410-576—-2674, email
Ronald.L.Houck@uscg.mil.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Table of Abbreviations

CFR Code of Federal Regulations

COTP Captain of the Port

DHS Department of Homeland Security
E.O. Executive order

FR Federal Register

NPRM Notice of proposed rulemaking
Pub. L. Public Law

§ Section

U.S.C. United States Code

II. Background, Purpose, and Legal
Basis

On January 23, 2017, Charcot-Marie-
Tooth Association of Trappe, MD
notified the Coast Guard that it will be
conducting the swim portion of the
Oxford Biathlon from 9:30 a.m. until
10:30 a.m. on June 10, 2017, and if
necessary, due to inclement weather,
from 9:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. on June
11, 2017. The swim consist of
approximately 25 participants
competing on a designated 1300-meter
course that starts at the ferry dock at
Bellevue, MD and finishes at the Tred
Avon Yacht Club at Oxford, MD.
Hazards from the swim competition
include participants swimming within
and adjacent to the designated
navigation channel and interfering with
vessels intending to operate within that
channel, as well as swimming within
approaches to local public and private
marinas and public boat facilities. The
COTP Maryland-National Capital
Region has determined that potential
hazards associated with the swim would
be a safety concern for anyone intending
to participate in this event or for vessels
that operate within specified waters of
the Tred Avon River between Bellevue,
MD and Oxford, MD.

The purpose of this rulemaking is to
protect event participants, spectators
and transiting vessels on specified
waters of the Tred Avon River before,
during, and after the scheduled event.

The Coast Guard proposes this
rulemaking under authority in 33 U.S.C.
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1233, which authorize the Coast Guard
to establish and define special local
regulations.

III. Discussion of Proposed Rule

The COTP Maryland-National Capital
Region proposes to establish special
local regulations from 8:30 a.m. until
11:30 a.m. on June 10, 2017, and if
necessary, due to inclement weather,
from 8:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. on June
11, 2017. The regulated area would
include all navigable waters of the Tred
Avon River, from shoreline to shoreline,
within an area bounded on the east by
a line drawn from latitude 38°42°25” N.,
longitude 076°10°45” W., thence south
to latitude 38°41’37” N., longitude
076°10°26” W., and bounded on the west
by a line drawn from latitude 38°41'58”
N., longitude 076°11°04” W., thence
south to latitude 38°41'25” N., longitude
076°1049” W., thence east to latitude
38°41’25” N., longitude 076°10"30” W,
located at Oxford, MD. The duration of
the regulated area is intended to ensure
the safety of event participants and
vessels within the specified navigable
waters before, during, and after the
scheduled 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. swim.
Except for Oxford Biathlon participants,
no vessel or person would be permitted
to enter the regulated area without
obtaining permission from the COTP
Maryland-National Capital Region or the
Coast Guard Patrol Commander. The
regulatory text we are proposing appears
at the end of this document.

IV. Regulatory Analyses

We developed this proposed rule after
considering numerous statutes and
Executive orders (E.O.s) related to
rulemaking. Below we summarize our
analyses based on a number of these
statutes and E.O.s, and we discuss First
Amendment rights of protestors.

A. Regulatory Planning and Review

E.O.s 12866 and 13563 direct agencies
to assess the costs and benefits of
available regulatory alternatives and, if
regulation is necessary, to select
regulatory approaches that maximize
net benefits. E.O. 13563 emphasizes the
importance of quantifying both costs
and benefits, of reducing costs, of
harmonizing rules, and of promoting
flexibility. This NPRM has not been
designated a “‘significant regulatory
action,” under E.O. 12866. Accordingly,
the NPRM has not been reviewed by the
Office of Management and Budget.

This regulatory action determination
is based on the size and duration of the
regulated area, which would impact a
small designated area of the Tred Avon
River for 3 hours. The Coast Guard
would issue a Broadcast Notice to

Mariners via VHF-FM marine channel
16 about the status of the regulated area.
Moreover, the rule would allow vessel
operators to request permission to enter
the regulated area for the purpose of
safely transiting the regulated area if
deemed safe to do so by the Coast Guard
Patrol Commander.

B. Impact on Small Entities

The Regulatory Flexibility Act of
1980, 5 U.S.C. 601-612, as amended,
requires Federal agencies to consider
the potential impact of regulations on
small entities during rulemaking. The
term ““small entities”” comprises small
businesses, not-for-profit organizations
that are independently owned and
operated and are not dominant in their
fields, and governmental jurisdictions
with populations of less than 50,000.
The Coast Guard certifies under 5 U.S.C.
605(b) that this proposed rule would not
have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities.

While some owners or operators of
vessels intending to transit the regulated
area may be small entities, for the
reasons stated in section IV.A above this
proposed rule would not have a
significant economic impact on any
vessel owner or operator.

If you think that your business,
organization, or governmental
jurisdiction qualifies as a small entity
and that this rule would have a
significant economic impact on it,
please submit a comment (see
ADDRESSES) explaining why you think it
qualifies and how and to what degree
this rule would economically affect it.

Under section 213(a) of the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996 (Pub. L. 104-121),
we want to assist small entities in
understanding this proposed rule. If the
rule would affect your small business,
organization, or governmental
jurisdiction and you have questions
concerning its provisions or options for
compliance, please contact the person
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section. The Coast Guard will
not retaliate against small entities that
question or complain about this
proposed rule or any policy or action of
the Coast Guard.

C. Collection of Information

This proposed rule would not call for
a new collection of information under
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520).

D. Federalism and Indian Tribal
Governments

A rule has implications for federalism
under E.O. 13132, Federalism, if it has
a substantial direct effect on the States,

on the relationship between the national
government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government. We have analyzed
this proposed rule under that Order and
have determined that it is consistent
with the fundamental federalism
principles and preemption requirements
described in E.O. 13132.

Also, this proposed rule does not have
tribal implications under E.O. 13175,
Consultation and Coordination with
Indian Tribal Governments, because it
would not have a substantial direct
effect on one or more Indian tribes, on
the relationship between the Federal
Government and Indian tribes, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities between the Federal
Government and Indian tribes. If you
believe this proposed rule has
implications for federalism or Indian
tribes, please contact the person listed
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section above.

E. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1531-1538) requires
Federal agencies to assess the effects of
their discretionary regulatory actions. In
particular, the Act addresses actions
that may result in the expenditure by a
State, local, or tribal government, in the
aggregate, or by the private sector of
$100,000,000 (adjusted for inflation) or
more in any one year. Though this
proposed rule would not result in such
an expenditure, we do discuss the
effects of this rule elsewhere in this
preamble.

F. Environment

We have analyzed this proposed rule
under Department of Homeland
Security Management Directive 023-01
and Commandant Instruction
M16475.1D, which guide the Coast
Guard in complying with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321-4370f), and have made a
preliminary determination that this
action is one of a category of actions that
do not individually or cumulatively
have a significant effect on the human
environment. This proposed rule
involves implementation of regulations
within 33 CFR part 100 applicable to
organized marine events on the
navigable waters of the United States
that may negatively impact the safety of
waterway users and shore side activities
within the event area. This category of
marine event water activities includes
but is not limited to sail boat regattas,
boat parades, power boat racing,
swimming events, crew racing, canoe
and sail board racing. Normally such
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actions are categorically excluded from
further review under paragraph 34(h) of
Figure 2—1 of Commandant Instruction
M16475.1D. A preliminary
environmental analysis checklist and
Categorical Exclusion Determination are
available in the docket where indicated
under ADDRESSES. We seek any
comments or information that may lead
to the discovery of a significant
environmental impact from this
proposed rule.

G. Protest Activities

The Coast Guard respects the First
Amendment rights of protesters.
Protesters are asked to contact the
person listed in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section to
coordinate protest activities so that your
message can be received without
jeopardizing the safety or security of
people, places, or vessels.

V. Public Participation and Request for
Comments

We view public participation as
essential to effective rulemaking, and
will consider all comments and material
received during the comment period.
Your comment can help shape the
outcome of this rulemaking. If you
submit a comment, please include the
docket number for this rulemaking,
indicate the specific section of this
document to which each comment
applies, and provide a reason for each
suggestion or recommendation.

We encourage you to submit
comments through the Federal
eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov. If your material
cannot be submitted using http://
www.regulations.gov, contact the person
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section of this document for
alternate instructions.

We accept anonymous comments. All
comments received will be posted
without change to http://
www.regulations.gov and will include
any personal information you have
provided. For more about privacy and
the docket, you may review a Privacy
Act notice regarding the Federal Docket
Management System in the March 24,
2005, issue of the Federal Register (70
FR 15086).

Documents mentioned in this NPRM
as being available in the docket, and all
public comments, will be in our online
docket at http://www.regulations.gov
and can be viewed by following that
Web site’s instructions. Additionally, if
you go to the online docket and sign up
for email alerts, you will be notified
when comments are posted or a final
rule is published.

List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 100

Marine safety, Navigation (water),
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Waterways.

For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Coast Guard proposes to
amend 33 CFR part 100 as follows:

PART 100—SAFETY OF LIFE ON
NAVIGABLE WATERS

m 1. The authority citation for part 100
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 1233.

m 2. Add a temporary § 100.35-T05—
0077 to read as follows:

§100.501-T05-007 Special Local
Regulation; Tred Avon River, between
Bellevue, MD and Oxford, MD.

(a) Regulated area. The following
location is a regulated area: All
navigable waters of the Tred Avon
River, from shoreline to shoreline,
within an area bounded on the east by
a line drawn from latitude 38°42°25” N.,
longitude 076°10°45” W., thence south
to latitude 38°41’37” N., longitude
076°10°26” W., and bounded on the west
by a line drawn from latitude 38°41'58”
N., longitude 076°11’04” W., thence
south to latitude 38°41°25” N., longitude
076°10°49” W., thence east to latitude
38°41’25” N, longitude 076°10’30” W.,
located at Oxford, MD. All coordinates
reference Datum NAD 1983.

(b) Definitions. (1) Captain of the Port
Maryland-National Capital Region
means the Commander, U.S. Coast
Guard Sector Maryland-National Capital
Region or any Coast Guard
commissioned, warrant or petty officer
who has been authorized by the Captain
of the Port to act on his behalf.

(2) Coast Guard Patrol Commander
means a commissioned, warrant, or
petty officer of the U.S. Coast Guard
who has been designated by the
Commander, Coast Guard Sector
Maryland-National Capital Region.

(3) Official Patrol means any vessel
assigned or approved by Commander,
Coast Guard Sector Maryland-National
Capital Region with a commissioned,
warrant, or petty officer on board and
displaying a Coast Guard ensign.

(4) Participant means all persons and
vessels participating in the Oxford
Biathlon event under the auspices of the
Marine Event Permit issued to the event
sponsor and approved by Commander,
Coast Guard Sector Maryland-National
Capital Region.

(c) Special local regulations: (1) The
Coast Guard Patrol Commander may
forbid and control the movement of all
vessels and persons, including event
participants, in the regulated area.

When hailed or signaled by an official
patrol, a vessel or person in the
regulated area shall immediately
comply with the directions given.
Failure to do so may result in expulsion
from the area, citation for failure to
comply, or both. The Coast Guard Patrol
Commander may terminate the event, or
the operation of any support vessel
participating in the event, at any time it
is deemed necessary for the protection
of life or property.

(2) Except for participants and vessels
already at berth, all persons and vessels
within the regulated area at the time it
is implemented shall depart the
regulated area.

(3) Persons and vessels desiring to
transit, moor, or anchor within the
regulated area must obtain authorization
from Captain of the Port Maryland-
National Capital Region or Coast Guard
Patrol Commander. Prior to the
enforcement period, vessel operators
may request permission to transit, moor,
or anchor within the regulated area from
Captain of the Port Maryland-National
Capital Region at telephone number
410-576—2693 or on Marine Band
Radio, VHF-FM channel 16 (156.8
MHz). During the enforcement period,
persons or vessel operators may request
permission to transit, moor, or anchor
within the regulated area from the Coast
Guard Patrol Commander on Marine
Band Radio, VHF-FM channel 16 (156.8
MHz) for direction.

(4) The Coast Guard may be assisted
with marine event patrol and
enforcement of the regulated area by
other Federal, State, and local agencies.
The Coast Guard Patrol Commander and
official patrol vessels enforcing this
regulated area can be contacted on
marine band radio VHF-FM channel 16
(156.8 MHz) and channel 22A (157.1
MHz).

(5) The Coast Guard will publish a
notice in the Fifth Coast Guard District
Local Notice to Mariners and issue a
marine information broadcast on VHF—
FM marine band radio announcing
specific event date and times.

(d) Enforcement period. This section
will be enforced from 8:30 a.m. until
11:30 a.m. on June 10, 2017, and if
necessary, due to inclement weather,
from 8:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. on June
11, 2017.

Dated: February 21, 2017.

Lonnie P. Harrison, Jr.,

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, Captain of the
Port Maryland-National Capital Region.

[FR Doc. 2017—03757 Filed 2—-24—17; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
34 CFR Chapter Il

Proposed Waiver and Extension of the
Project Period for the National
Individuals With Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) Technical Assistance
Center on Early Childhood
Longitudinal Data Systems

[Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
(CFDA) Number: 84.373Z.]

AGENCY: Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP), Office of Special
Education and Rehabilitative Services
(OSERS), Department of Education.
ACTION: Proposed waiver and extension
of the project period.

SUMMARY: The Secretary proposes to
waive the requirements in the Education
Department General Administrative
Regulations that generally prohibit
project periods exceeding five years and
project period extensions involving the
obligation of additional Federal funds.
We take this action because this
proposed waiver and extension of the
project period would enable the current
National IDEA Technical Assistance
Center on Early Childhood Longitudinal
Data Systems (Center), currently funded
under the Technical Assistance on State
Data Collection Program, to receive
funding from October 1, 2017, through
September 30, 2018.

DATES: We must receive your comments
on or before March 29, 2017.
ADDRESSES: Address all comments about
this proposed waiver and extension of
the project period to Meredith Miceli,
U.S. Department of Education, 400
Maryland Avenue SW., Room 5130,
Potomac Center Plaza, Washington, DC
20202-5108.

If you prefer to send your comments
by email, use the following address:
Meredith.Miceli@ed.gov. You must
include the phrase ‘“Proposed waiver
and extension of the project period” in
the subject line of your message.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Meredith Miceli. Telephone: (202) 245—
6028, or by email at: Meredith.Miceli@
ed.gov.

If you use a telecommunications
device for the deaf or a text telephone,
call the Federal Relay Service, toll free,
at 1-800-877-8339.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Invitation to Comment: We invite you
to submit comments regarding this
proposed waiver and extension. During
and after the comment period, you may
inspect all public comments about this
proposed waiver and extension of the
project period in Room 5130, 550 12th
Street SW., Washington, DC, between

the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.,
Washington, DC time, Monday through
Friday of each week, except Federal
holidays.

Assistance to Individuals with
Disabilities in Reviewing the
Rulemaking Record: On request, we will
provide an appropriate accommodation
or auxiliary aid to an individual with a
disability who needs assistance to
review the comments or other
documents in the public rulemaking
record for this proposed waiver and
extension. If you want to schedule an
appointment for this type of aid, please
contact the person listed under FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.

Background

On August 8, 2012, the Department of
Education (Department) published in
the Federal Register (77 FR 47501) a
notice inviting applications (2012 NIA)
for a new award for fiscal year (FY) 2012
for one national technical assistance
(TA) center. The National IDEA
Technical Assistance Center on Early
Childhood Longitudinal Data Systems
was funded under the Technical
Assistance on State Data Collection
Program, authorized under section
611(c)(1) of the IDEA.

The purpose of the Center is to
provide TA to States on the
development and enhancement of
statewide early childhood longitudinal
data systems to improve States’ capacity
to collect, analyze, and report high-
quality data required under sections 616
and 618 of IDEA. This Center provides
TA to States on developing or
enhancing statewide early childhood
longitudinal data systems that
horizontally link child-level data on
infants, toddlers, and young children
with disabilities (birth through age 5) in
different early learning data systems
(including those developed with
funding provided by the Department’s
Race to the Top—Early Learning
Challenge program); vertically link these
child-level data to statewide
longitudinal data systems (SLDS) for
school-aged children (including those
developed with funding provided by the
Department’s SLDS program); and meet
the data system capabilities and
elements described under paragraph (b)
in the Technical Assistance and
Dissemination Activities section of the
2012 NIA. These statewide early
childhood longitudinal data systems
should allow States to:

(a) Accurately and efficiently respond
to IDEA-related data submission
requirements (e.g., IDEA sections 616
and 618 requirements);

(b) Continuously improve processes
for defining, acquiring, and validating
the data; and

(c) Comply with applicable Federal,
State, and local privacy laws, including
the applicable requirements of the
Family Educational Rights and Privacy
Act and privacy requirements in parts B
and C of the IDEA.

The TA provided by the Center
focuses on building the State’s capacity
to report high-quality data to meet IDEA
reporting requirements and is
conducted in coordination with other
SLDS work being conducted in the
State.

Based on the selection criteria
published in the 2012 NIA, the
Department made one award for a
period of 60 months to SRI
International. The project period for the
current Center is scheduled to end on
September 30, 2017. The Center will
continue to provide TA to States to
support IDEA Part C and Part B
preschool State programs’ participation
in the development or enhancement of
integrated early childhood data systems.
The Center will continue to:

(a) Generate useful products for State
agencies that administer the IDEA part
C and part B preschool program to use
in the development and enhancement of
State integrated early childhood data
systems with linkages to the SLDS;

(b) Design and implement a
continuum of TA services for State
IDEA part C and part B preschool staff
and other staff, employing strategies that
are supported by evidence, useful, and
cost-effective; and

(c) Provide national leadership and
coordination around IDEA part C and
part B preschool data systems and their
inclusion in integrated early childhood
and longitudinal State efforts to ensure
efficiency and effectiveness of Federal
and State resources.

We do not believe that it would be in
the public interest to run a competition
for a new Center 